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MY DEAR FRIEND, 

* 

1 he following Volume is dedicated 
to you as a mark of esteem. At an 
earlier period of my life my dedi- 
eating a work to a Physician, whose 
character has long been so high in 
the public estimation, might have 
raised a suspicion that the motives 
were of an interested nature ; at pre- 
sent I trust they will be considered 
as those only of personal regard. 

You were one of my earliest 
medical acquaintances, and while 
prosecuting my studies I looked up 
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to you as a model for imitation ; you 
are now one of the oldest and most 
intimate of my friends . 

My zeal for my profession leads 
me to hope, that the reputation you 
have so justly acquired will induce 
other practitioners of medicine to 
imitate your conduct, and thereby 
ensure their success. 

I remain, 
Your very sincere friend 

and humble servant, 

EVERARD HOME. 

Sackvilh Street, 
September 2.0th } 1805. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In the first Volume of this Work, I have' 
spoken fully of the more common cases of 
stricture, ^nd the mode of treating them. 
In the present, it is my intention to pro- 
secute the subject by explaining such varieties 
in the progress of the disease, enumerating 
such symptoms, and taking notice of such 
complication^, as have come to my know- 
ledge since that Volume was published. 

By communicating to the Public these ad- 
ditional observations, I hope to impress upon 
the minds of practitioners the importance 
of the inquiry ; and confirm the idea, that a 
considerable degree of knowledge of the 
disease, joined to experience in the mode 
of treatment, becomes necessary to ensure 
success* , 

B 



* INTRODUCTION 

While I am thus affording materials for 
the assistance of those surgeons, whose ana- 
tomical education and professional acquire-* 
ments qualify them for following the mode 
of treatment I have recommended, I wish to 
deter others, who from a want of these ad-r 
vantages are not adequate to the task, and * 
who may be led, by a temerity too often an at- 
tendant upon ignorance, to use more violence 
than the parts will bear, and increase the 
sufferings of the patient,- at the same time 
that they are throwing a discredit upon the 
practice it was their intention to recommend - 
and support. 

It is not my intention to notice, in general, 
any of. the publications in which my obser- 
vations on this subject have been opposed: 
I have no wish to enter into controversy, and 
am very well satisfied that the public should 
judge between us by an impartial considera- 
tion of our works. But Mr. Benjamirt Bell 
of Edinburgh, in a work upon the Venereal 
Disease, has gone so far as to caution the 
public against this mode of operation, by 
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declaring, « that he considers the practice as 
" attended with danger, and not likely often 
*' to answer the purpose/'* He thought 
proper also to .send me his book, thus in some 
measure calling upon me for a vindication of 
the opposite opinion. This provocation, from 
^ person to whom I am personally unknown, 
has induced me to do, what under any other 
circumstances I should have thought im- 
proper which is, to subjoin a correspondence 
we have since had, upon a case of this 
disease* As this correspondence took place 
in die year 1799, there has been ample time 
for Mr. Bell, either publicly or privately, to 
.avow his error ; which, in the work above- 
rfflentipned, he had pledged himself to do if 
the occasion should arise. The evidence 

to 

.agftinst his opinion is made the stronger, 
^because the patient, to whom I allude, con* 
. throes to live in his neighbourhood. 

* : A Treatise on Gonorrhoea Virnlenta, and Lum 
~Ve Acres, by Benjamin Bell. Vol. I. p. 306. 
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PEAR SIR, Edinburgh, igtb August, 1799? 

This will be given yotf by a gentleman of 
this neighbourhood, who for a considerable 
time past has laboured under a variety of 
symptoms, of a nature both distressful and 
alarming; and which, in a great measure, 
have resisted all the measures we have em^ 
ployed for them; As he will now be under 
your care, I conclude that you will wish to 

V 

be informed of the leading circumstances of 
his situation, and of the means which hitherto 
have been used by those under whose charge 
he has been. 

The patient will give you a full and ao* 
curate detail of the rise and progress of his 
symptoms, of his having suffered severely 
with irregular febrile attacks, and with a, 
very irritable state of his stomach and bowels; 
but the symptoms for which he more partis 
cularly applies to you, proceed evidently from 
a diseased state of the organs of urine, strk> 

s 

tures in the urethra, and, I am afraid, real 
disease of the bladder itself, 
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UpWatds of twenty yeafs ago, he dis«- 
Covered strictures in the urethra, but till 
of late, they never gave him any material 
distress; and he being the patient of another 
surgeon, I was not called to him till the winter 
of the present year, at which time he ap*- 
peared. to be in a considerable degree of 
danger. His symptoms then were a frequent 
discharge of foetid urine, which came off in 
a small stream, requirihg half an hour or 
more to empty his bladder ; and the Urine, 
on becoming cold, deposited a Very large pro- 
portion (often a third of its whole quantity) 
of real mucus, which we frequently meet 
with in the disease termed Catarrhus Vesicae, 
50 viscid, that it could scarcely be separated 
from the pot, and often accompanied with 
considerable quantities of purulent matter* 
Me being at that time much emaciated, the 
bladder was distinguished above the pubes; it 
was greatly enlarged, hard, and very painful 
to the touch. By the finger in ano, the 
prostate was found enlarged. His strength 
was so much reduced, that he could not 
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move from his bed; the degree of fever that 
took J>lace was very considerable. 

Under those circumstances, the Hopes of 
a recovery were not great ; almost all indeed 
that we expected was, that he might be re*, 
•lieved of th^ difficulty of passing his urine, 
if the strictures in the urethra could be re- 
moved, and in so far as the diseased state of 
the bladder depended' on them, that it also 
might be relieved, Bougies were accordingly 
tried, by which the strictures in the anterior 
part of the urethra were, removed, and the 
passage was thus made completely pervious 
to the height of six inches and a half; but 
further than this, neither common bougies, 
those formed of the elastic gum, or the 
London bougie armed with caustic, could 
ever be passed, although all of them got as 
full a trial as was admissible in a constitution 
extremely irritable, as you will find on trial 
this patient to be. 

He is so anxious to have the stricture re- 
moved, that he will bear any degree of pain; 
r but the effects of it are so violent, that I 
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have often been obliged to desist for a week 
or two together from the use of the bougies 
of every kind. In some instances the slightest 
application, even of a soft bougie, whether 
armed with caustic or not, excited a severe 
ague. In this situation, from no further pro- 
gress being rtiade with hpugies or caustic, 
and his state of health requiring country air, 
we judged it right to advise him to remain 
in tne country during all the months of 
summer. This he has accordingly done, by 
which he has recovered a great deal of flesh 
and strength ; but the passing of his water 
having become worse since the bougies were 
laid aside, owing perhaps to the strictures in 
the anterior part of the urethra ( having in 
some degree returned, he has therefore de- 
termined on going to London, where I most 
sincerely hope, that through your assistance 
be will get entirely well. I am fully con- 
vinced, however, if this is ever to happen, 
that it can only be by long and constant per- 
severance in the use of bougies, whether 
armed with caustic, or not; and the chief 
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doubt, that occurs against the use of them in 
this manner, is the morbid state of the con- 
tiguous parts, I mean of the prostate gland 
and perhaps of the bladder itself, connected 
with the very irritable state of his nervous 
system, of which I have already taken 
notice. 

With the view of lessening this distressful 
degree of irritability, various means have been 
tried ; opiates, hyoscyamus, and hemlock 
were used, with no benefit however in any 
manner of way. Uva urs; was given with 
the view of lessening the discharge of 
viscid mucus from the bladder; mercury 
was also tried, but no advantage resulted 
from either. 

The physician who attended along with 
me had frequent occasion to prescribe for 
his febrile symptoms ; but the circumstances 
that I have noticed are all that appear to bs 
necessary for me to communicate. 

I remain, 
with much esteem, &c. 

BENJAMIN BELL* 
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P.S. I shall take it as a particular favour, 
if, after making yourself fully master of the 
case, and having made some trials for the 
removal of the stricture, you will be so good 
as let me hear from you, with your opinion 
of the chance that there is of a recovery. 



DEAR SIR, SackviUt-strtct, Sept. tgtb, 1799' 

The condemnation of my mode of treating 
strictures, published in your last work, flat- 
tered me exceedingly; as it is an evidence 
upon record of my having acquired a more 
extensive knowledge of the disease, than had 
been attained by the surgeons in Edinburgh. 

After such a decision, success was hardly 
to be expected from the use of the caustic 
in your hands : it will hdwevier gratify the 
feelings of a man of your humanity to learn, 
that five applications of the armed bougie, 
without the aid of internal medicines, have 
enabled the patient to pass a full sized bougie 
into his own bladder; and as all his other 

r 

complaints have left him, you will agree in 



HO .INTRODUCTION. 

*. 

believing that they must have been sympto- 
matic of the stricture in the urethra. 

w f ft ' . • ■ * ' • 

• I am, Dear Sir, 

your obedient 
. and very humble servant, 

EVERARD HOME. 

i 

* ~ In my' foirmer Volume, I endeavoured to 
;$stablish a taode of practice which had met 
-with much and violent opposition ; I there- 
tibre felt myself called upon to multiply cases 

* under all the different circumstances, that 
; there might be a sufficient mass of evidence, 

on which any person of an unprejudiced 
mind might form an impartial judgment. 

At present, it is not my intention to give 
- more than one or two cases as examples under 
the different heads o£ this Volume; these 
will be selected as the most illustrative of 
the particular circumstances they are meant 
to explain. They are, however, by no means 
to be considered as all the evidence I had 
procured on the subject, but merely as all that 
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was necessary to establish the facts that were 
adduced. 

1 will not venture to assert, that I have 
been able to give a complete history » of this 
most distressing disease: that I have not 
done so arises from the extent of the subject, 
and not from the want of any labour or 
exertion on my part, by which so great an 
object could be effected. 
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CHAPTER I. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



The investigation of strictures in the urethra 
throws more-»light upon the ceconomy of 
diseases, than can be derived from the con** 
^deration of any other complaint which 
comes under the direction of the surgeon. 

In local diseases, it is often difficult and 
sometimes impossible to ascertain, whether 
the constitutional affections that are met 
with are in reality symptomatic of the local 
irritation, or belong to some new disease 
which has been superb nduced ; and for want 
of some criterion to; guide our judgment in 
the investigation of diseases, we too often 
mistake the occasional symptoms for the 
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disease itself, which, from the obscurity of 
its situation, or its apparent insignificance, is 
totally fteglectfed. 

Practitioners who are not in the habit of 
investigating diseases, but are satisfied with 
treating the symptoms which present them- 
selves, are naturally very often led into 
this error. The constitutional symptoms; 
which beldrtg td a stricture in the urethra, 
have been more frequently mistaken for an 
Gfigif&l disease, than those of any other local 
cofflpfoiwt; and it is only within these few 
yfe&te, that this error has been detected. I 
have been enabled to determine that the fol- 
lowing constitutional affections which I shall 
soon mention, occasionally belong to stric- 
ture* in the urethra, by three different 
modes. Th0 first is, that patients are liable 
to them while labouring under that disease : 
the second, that they very often are brought 
on in the course of a few hours after an 
armed bougie has been applied tp the stric- 
ture ; and whenever they follow such an ap- 
plication, it has been/ound that the symptom 
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then produced has, at a former period, 
been met with in the same patient. The 
third is, that after the removal of the stric- 
ture the symptoms disappear, although the 
patient had been liable to them for a number 
of years. Such evidence, when collected upon 
a large scale by a person of extensive ex- 
perience, can admit of little if any fallacy. 

The most frequent of these constitutional 
symptoms is a regular feverish paroxysm, 
resembling those of intermittent fever, 
only more violent. When the paroxysm is 
complete, and the sweating fit very profu&e, 
there is no succeeding fit for several days; 
but when that. is not the case, there is a 
second, and sometimes a third, before .the 
attack goes off. 

- In one ; instance, there was a succession 
of paroxysms till the patient was nearly 
Exhausted; the last of these came on almost 
immediately after sucking a lemon, and it 
was several weeks before he? recovered his 
strength. 

Jn another instance, the perspiration was 
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$o very profuse for fourteen days, that during 
the whole period the patient hever passed a 
drop of ujine: the first time the kidneys 
began again to secrete, ,the fluid .was as 
thick as blood, and was voide4 with great 
pain. 

The next symptom in frequency is feverish 
indisposition, coming on regularly every 
evening, attended with restlessness, and going 
off towards morning: this will continue for, 
a week or longer, and then go off, returning 
at uncertain intervals. 

Other symptoms are ; a state of general 
nervous irritation, attended witfr impatience, 
quickness, of temper, anxiety and great de- 
spondency, in $ome instances bordering 
upon insanity ; delirium lasting for two or 
fhree hours, and then going off; irritation 
in the stomach coming on at a particular 
hour in the twenty-four, and lasting two or 
three hours ; a costive habit of body, with 
an uneasy state of the bowels; sciatica. 
Hysterics are sometimes an attendant on 
the disease^ and have in such instances been 
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brought on by the application of the caustic. 
Epilepsy in one instance occurred. Attacks of 
erysipelas on the head and face ; inflammation 
of the tonsils and throat ; and eruptions on 
the skin, with discolouration* of the cuticle 
now and then take place. 

As the cases in which the patients have 
been liable to these different affections are 
mentioned at length, it is only necessary 
here to bring all such symptoms into one 
view, to shew the connection between the 
urethra and the body at large, and the variety 
of effects which can and do arise from an* 
irritation upon so small a part of that canal ; 
and this sometimes, even when there is no 
sensation in the part, andthepatientLs himself 
unconscious of its .being in a diseased state. 

As some of the constitutional affections 
above mentioned arising from stricture very 
frequently occur, and have in a great many 
instances been treated as original hide pendant 
diseases, both by physicians and surgeons, 
of eminence as well as of ability, it has af- 
forded an opportunity of deciding a point 
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which appears to be of no small importance 
in general practice; that when sympto- 
matic, they do not yield to the modes of 
treatment by which they have been removed 
when arising from other causes. The in- 
terraittent fever attendant upon stricture is 
not prevented from returning by the use of 
bark or arsenic ; and the only medicine I have 
found useful in completely carrying off the 
symptoms is a purgative draught. That 
which I have generally used is composed 
of infusion pf senna, tincture of senna, and 
soluble tartar. 

If all constitutions were alike, the symp- 
toms of stricture would be very few, and the 
mode of treatment would be comprised in a 
small compass. But, as it is a disease in a part 
which has so much power of influencing the 
constitution, and is itself so variously affected 
in different patients, the history of the symp- 
toms becomes extremely extensive, as it can 
only be collected from an infinite number 
of cases ; and the modes of treatment, fitted 
•fur all its varieties, can only be explained 
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by giving the cases themselves, in which 
such varieties have occurred. 

A stricture in the urethra undergoeschanges 
within itself, frequently proportioned to the 
length of its continuance, but not always 
so; by which the cure is rendered more 
tedious, and more difficult, and in some 
instances, impossible* In its first state, it is 
only a membranous partition, formed in the 
manner already explained ; but in process of 
time, in some cases, this membrane becomes 
of the consistence of ligament. I have even 
met with it upon dissection, as hard as carti- 
lage ; and unfortunately, this disposition for 
induration sometimes extends itself into the 
surrounding parts. It also happens, that 
two strictures half an inch from each 
other, or at a still greater distance, wheil 
much contracted, have the space between 
them diminished in its capacity; and the 
membrane of this intermediate portion of the 
canal is rendered thicker than the rest of the 
urethra; so that with respect to its removal, it 
may be considered as one continued stricture. 
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The npode of treating such cases by caustic, 
which has been by many considered as too 
violent, is often found in practice much too 
mild to ensure success. 

These cases require all the anatomical 
skill a surgeon can possess* They require 
all the manual dexterity experience can 
teach, to prevent his getting out of the 
proper canal before he is able to remove the 
obstruction; and when he does unfortu- 
nately happen to leave the right road, he 
forms a false passage in the space between 
the bulb of the urethra and the fundament, 
which renders the case infinitely worse than 
before, as he has put it out of the power of 
any other person to prosecute the cure bv 
the same means. 

This mode of treating strictures having 
been in use now for eight years, a sufficient 
time has elapsed to admit of some con- 
elusion being drawn respecting the con- 
sequences which are produced by it, and 
the permanency of its effects ; and so great 
has been the number of those who have 
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submitted to it, that notwithstanding the 
many difficulties which still attend the sub- 
ject, the following conclusions are given as 
formed upon a very extensive series of ob- 
servations. 

That it does not dispose the parts to take 
on any other disease is sufficiently esta- 
Wished, as there is no one instance within 
my observation in which that has been the 

That die parts recover theftiselves after 
the use of caustic, and acquire the natural 
smooth surface they originally possessed in 
common with the rest of the urethra, is also 
completely ascertained. 

That removing the strictures restores the 
parts to all their natural functions has 
been proved by the effect on patients in a 
married state, who had for years palliated 
the symptoms by means of bougies, and 
(luring that period, had not begot children ; 
but who were afterwards capable of doing 
so during the same marriage. 

These are theessential points which could 
v not be determined by any reasoning, and 
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were therefore only to be ascertained by 
experience. 

The , permanency of the cure is also a 
consideration of the utmost magnitude ; I 
shall therefore give a candid account of 
the results that have come within. my 
observation. . > 

In many instances in which the cure was 
performed in the earliest period of this 
practice, there has been- no return of the 
disease, and the functions of the urethra 
and bladder have continued entire. 

In many, very many cases, there has been 
a return ; the causes of which I shall en- 
deavour to ehumerate. 

Where a patient has a stricture removed 
by caustic in an early stage of the com- 
plaint, and no other disease is afterwards 
contracted, there is no probability of his 
having a return of the stricture, and an 
instance of the cure continuing for nineteen 
years has been already stated in the former 
Volume; but under the following circum- 
stances, the stricture is found to return. 

Where $he patient has contracted a fresh 
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gonorrhoea., and makes use of an injection 
for its cure. Where the inflammation of 
gonorrhoea, with or without the use of 
injections, leaves the common seat of that 
disease, and fixes itself on the seat of the 
stricture, which is not uncommonly the 
case. 

These are the most common causes of 
return of stricture. It therefore becomes 
necessary to explain the reasons why they 
produce it, and to shew that such returns 
are not to be considered as in any respect 
invalidating the cure which had been pre* 
viously performed. The removal of a stric- 
ture consists of two distinct parts ; one is 
destroying the projecting rim by which the 
canal of the urethra had been straitened 
in its diameter ; the other, taking off from 
the parts which remain a disposition for 
contraction, acquired by disease. Although 
these have been both completely accom- 
plished, it is to be understood, that the very 
same part still retains the natural action 
which is necessary in the act of generation, 
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to prevent the semen from a retrograde 
motion, at the time of its expulsion; and 
therefore/ thajt this part is now more liable, 
than previously to the formation of stricture, 
to a recurrence of disease upon any new 
irritation being excited* or any fresh in- 
flammation being produced* 

The gout has so much influence over the 
urethra, that a patient, who has had stric- 
lures iiemoved by the' caustic, is liable to a 
return of that contraction in almost every 
fit of the gout ; and consequently, cannot be 
relieved from this disease in the same degree 
as other patients. The effect of the gout will 
Vary in every different constitution, pro- 
ducing a greater or less degree of contrac- 
tion in the urethra during the paroxysm, 
and kavi hg the parts more or less dis- 
posed to contraction after the fit goes off. 
In some instances of gout, the recurrence 

* 

of the disease has rendered the removal of 
stricture impracticable ; in others, the dis- 
ease has been, in appearance, completely 
removed ; but in the next attack of gout, 



GEXERAL OBSERVATIONS. *£ 

these symptoms have all returned, and the 
bougie has not only been rejected while the 
paroxysm lasted, but after it went off the 
greater part of the benefit derived from the 
caustic appeared to be lost. That this, how- 
ever, has been entirely the case I am in- 
clined to doubt, believing the patient's dis- 
appointment to have magnified the evil. 

Where the stricture had been of long 
continuance, there is an effect which at 

* 

the first view seems to be an evident return 
of the stricture. The parts to which the 
caustic had been applied, in consequence of 
the repeated applications have the coats of 
the urethra consolidated together, and there- 
fore rendered less pliant than they were pre- # 
viously to their having been diseased. So that, 
after the canal at this part has been brought 
upon a plane with the rest of the urethra, the 
force eni ployed by the bladder, being pro- 

. portioned to the resistance met with, is now 
diminished according to the increased 

" facility with which the urine is allowed to 
pass out ; and therefore, this part, which is 
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of necessity less pliant and less perfect in 
its natural actions than the rest of the urethra, 
is not equally relaxed with the other parts, 
and remains in a middle state, neither so 
much relaxed as it ought to be, nor so much 
contracted as to. bring on symptoms of un- 
easiness upon the bladder ; and if allowed • 
to remain for months or years in this state, 
according to the general principle upon 
which all muscular parts have their actions 
regulated, it becomes fixed in that state, pro- 
ducing a return of stricture. Even in this 
situation, in many instances, passinga bougie 
a few times relaxes it to the state of the 
rest of the urethra ; in others, however, a 
return of stricture is produced, and it be- 
comes necessary to recur to the use of the 
caustic for the completion of the cure. 

To prevent this effect, with which I was 
not sufficiently acquainted when the first 
volume of this work was published, it is 
highly proper to pass a bougie occasionally, 
varying the frequency according to the 
peculiarities of different constitutions, with 
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a view to prevent the parts from falling 
into this middle state of contraction; exactly 
in the same way as passive motion becomes 
necessary, in cases of diseased joints, for 
a long time after the disease has been, 
removed, to prevent their becoming stiff. 
In such cases, passing a bougie must be 
considered as a substitute for making 
water in a full stream. 

In cases of this description, I have been 
informed by surgeons in the country of 
my patients having had a relapse after the 
use of the caustic, and that they had been 
fortunate enough to make a complete cure 
by the bougie. In answer to such letters 
I have requested to know how often the 
bougie had been used for that purpose, 
and found that employing it twice or three 
, times was sufficient, which explained to 
me what had happened ; and led me to 
instruct my patients to pass a bougie oc- 
casionally to prevent such an effect from 
taking place. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AFFECTIONS OF THE URETHRA WHICH HAVE 
' L SEEN MISTAKEN FOR STRICTURES AND. 
' TREATED AS SUCH. 

t * 

" 1 n the natural healthy state of the urethra, 
when it is free from irritation, a bougie 
passes with great ease along the canal into 
the bladder ; and the larger the size of 
the bougie, the more readily will it pass, 
as it is less liable to be obstructed by the 
orifices of the lacunae, or the irregularities 
which it meets with at the caput gallina- 
ginis. Upon this principle I have recom- 
mended the use of large bougies; and 
indeed if the bougie is not of the size of 

the passage, the true state of the canal 

« 

can never be ascertained. It is however to 
be understood, that a large bougie, being 
much less pliant than a small one, is to 
be passed in a very different manner. The 
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small one, from being weaker in its sub- 
stance, is readily bent by pressure, and is 
rendered very soft by simply passing along 
the urethra ; so that when it arrives at the 
curve, a very small increase of force adapts 
it to the turn it must necessarily take tp 
arrive at the bladder. A straight bougie of 
such size is adapted to the curvature of the 
urethra by being simply passed along it ; 
but a straight bougie of a larger size will 
Necessarily have its point caught in the 
hollow at the bend, and so be stopped in 
its. progress ; and this circumstance may 
deceive the surgeon, and lead him to 
believe that there is a stricture in the 
urethra. 

To avoid this mistake, which is not 
unfrequently made, the point of the bougie 
should be so bent that the last two inches 
may form a portion of a circle; and in 
inserting the bougie, aa well as guiding 
it along towards the bend, care should 
be taken to prevent this portion from being 
straightened. Wheo it arrives at that part, 
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it readily adapts* itself to it, and goes with 
ease into the bladder, a small force vary- 
ing the curve of the bougie to that of the N 
canal. 

In many patients, the hollow at the bulb 
is so formed as to receive the point of a 
small sized bougie, even when it has been 
curved, and therefore may not only give 
the surgeon a suspicion, but make him 
decided in his opinion of a stricture being 
present ; nor has the fallacy been discovered 
till a bougie twice the size of the former 
has passed into the bladder. This error 
occurs more commonly than the other, and 
some of the best surgeons have fallen into 
it, very many instances of which have come 
under my observation. 

When this happens in a less degree, the 
end of the bougie rests for a moment at the 
bulb, and then passes suddenly over it. 
This has also misled many practitioners, 
who supposed that there was a slight 
degree of stricture, and recommended the 
use of bougies for its removal. To ascertain 
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that this ts not in reality a stricture, it is 
only necessary to pass a bougie of a larger 
size with the point of it curved, which will 
meet with a less obstruction than the 
smaller one ; amf after it has got into the 
bladder, whatever opposition it met with 
in going in, it admits of being withdrawn 
without any difficulty ; whereas when a 
bougie has been forced through a stricture, 
it becomes grasped by it, and some force is 
necessary to withdraw it. 

The urethra is liable to be irritated by a 
variety of causes, and whenever it is in that 
state, the symptoms which arise have a 
certain degree of resemblance to those of 
stricture. This observation was noticed in 
the former volume ; but at that time I was 
not aware that such irritations, when very 
violent, or recent, might produce a degree 
of sensibility, and spasms upon different 
parts of the canal, which would afterwards 
go off along with the irritation. This 
however I now have ascertained to be true, 
and this occasional symptom has sometimes 
been mistaken for stricture. 
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Any person in perfect health ^nay upon 
exposure to cold, or other circumstances, 
bring on ft temporary suppression of urine : 
this will perhaps last for about an hour, 
and leave a frequent desire to make water 
for several hours, after which it shall 
gradually subside, and is most readily 
carried off by the use of a clyster of warm 
water. If a bougie had b?en passed at this 
time, it would have met with difficulty, and 
in some instances would not have been able 
to overcome the resistance. 

These attacks go off in general com- 
pletely, and the patient is not liable to 
a recurrence of them. I have however met 
with two or three, instances where the 
parte have remained in an irritated state ; 
but by passing a bougie or catheter so as to 
force open the contractions of the internal 
membrane which had taken place at the 
time of the spasm, the symptoms have 
gone intirely off, and there has been no 
return. 

A gentleman from the country consulted 
me on account of an uneasy sensation in 
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the urethra, attended with a difficulty in 
passing his water; these symptoms had 
continued for several months with very 
little change. I introduced a bougie of a full 
size, which did not pass readily, but went 
on into the bladder, and was not grasped 
in the slightest degree at the time it 
was withdrawn. In two days, all the symp- 
toms had gone off, and the same bougie 
passed with the greatest ease. There was 
no return of the complaint while he 
remained in town, which was about a 
fortnight, and he went home perfectly 
well. . Several similar instances have come 
under my observation. 



D 



C 84 1 



SECTION I. 



IRRITATIONS IN THE URETHRA PRODUCED 
BY DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES TAKEN INTO 
THE STOMACH. 

There are many liquors and other sub- 
stances which, when taken into the stomach, 
have an immediate effect upon the urethra, 
producing a slight discharge, frequency in 
making water, and other symptoms which 
have led the patient to suspect his having 
a stricture, and to request my opinion upon 
that subject. Ginger has this effect in a 
considerable degree ; this was first noticed 
by a gentleman, who was led to take it as 
a medicine for the gout, and was astonished 
to find all the symptoms of common 
gonorrhoea come on, which went away 
on leaving off the medicine. 

A gentleman who had a stricture, and 
was advised, on account of the irritable 
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state of his stomach, to take ginger tea, 
found all the symptoms of the stricture 
very much increased; but one day that 
he was accidentally prevented from taking 
the ginger, they were found to be milder, 
and the next upon resuming it to be again 
violent, which made him suspect the 
ginger to be the cause of the aggravation, 
as was afterwards proved to be the case. v 

A gentleman consulted me upon a 
suspicion of his having a stricture. I stated 
to him that the symptoms were not those 
of a disease in that canal, but of ^ some 
irritation accidentally produced, and that 
therefore he must have been guilty of 
some irregularity, or have taken something 
which had disagreed with him, and pro- 
duced that effect. Upon his declaring it 
was impossible that any thing of the kind - 
could have happened, I said probably he 
had taken ginger, which he confessed to 
be true, and this accounted very sufficiently 
for his complaints. 

Burgundy has in one or two instances, 

Da 
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which cafne to thy knowledge, had a sitriilar 
effect upon the urethra. 

Small beer in one instance produced 
symptoms So decidedly resembling stric- 
ture, that I was requested to pass a boogie 
for their relief. The patient was between 
sixty ai)d seventy years of age, which 
induced me to believe that the use of the 
bougie could not be necessary. Upon 
leaving* off small beer, the symptoms went 
away, and did not return. The pbtient 
recollected that some years before he 
had a similar attack, and at that time 
was in the habit of drinking sftiall beer, 
it being a liquor particularly pleasant to 
him ; and when the complaint left Into, 
it was during an indisposition which made 
his physician prohibit him the use of small 
beer; but he did not at the time suppose 
this circumstance to be in any way con- 
nected with the removal of the complaint. 
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IMITATION IN. THE r URETHRA BROUGHT 

PN FROM PJLES. 
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The vicinity of the neck of the bladder to 
the fundament renders these two parts 
very liable to be affected by the complaints, 
to which either of them is subject. A 
stricture in the urethra is rarely of long 
standing without bringing on the piles; 
and piles, on the other hand, will in many 
constitutions bring on symptoms in the 
urethra resembling those of stricture. If 
a patient has the piles, and they are very 
much inflamed, it may happen that there 
shall not only be a difficulty in making 
water, but that a bougie can not, at the 
time, be passed into the bladder. The 

« • 

operation of tying piles very often brings 
on strangury arid sometimes suppression of 
urine. Besides these effects of common 
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piles, there is another complaint, less 
frequently met with, which produces them 
in a greater degree, and for a longer con- 
tinuance. This is a pendulous excrescence 
from the internal Vnembrane of therectum, 
of the polypus kind,' nearly Tan inch long 
with a narrow neck, the lower part of 
which is protruded in the act of going to 
stool ; at other times it either lies immedi- 
ately within the sphincter muscle, or a 
portion of it is extended through its 
orifice. 

In two instances of this complaint, the 
symptoms, were great irritation while 
walking, and at the end of making water. 
These symptoms, in one of the cases, were 
removed by cutting off the excrescence; in 
the other they were palliated, but the 
urethra did not entirely recover itself. 
Both these cases were mistaken for stric- 
ture, and bougies had been used ; but upon 
examining the urethra, it was not in any 
way lessened in its width, although the 
internal membrane had been rendered 
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exceedingly irritable by the disease in its 
neighbourhood. 
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SECTION III. 



TEMPORARY STRICTURES DURING THE IN- 
FLAMMATORY STAGE OF GONORRHEA. 

In the inflammatory stage of gonorrhoea, 
the whole canal of the urethra is not only 
in a state of irritation, but those parts 
which are most liable to spasms are more 
contracted than the rest, forming tempo- 
rary strictures ; so that when a bougie is 
attempted to be passed in p. case of this 
kind, if the inflammation is very violent, 
the internal membrane is so extremely sen- 
sible as not to let it go further than the 
orifice. If the violence of the inflammation 
has abated, the bougie will perhaps go 
down to the common situation of stric- 
tures ; . and by waiting a little longer, till 
the inflammation has subsided, the bougie 
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shall pass into the bladder without any 
obstruction whatever. 

I was led to ascertain these effects of 
venereal inflammation, from having found 
a case of gonorrhoea treated as stricture, 
which led me to suspect that it was the 
venereal inflammation that had brought on 

a temporary contraction,' and that the 

i 

surgeon, not aware of the real cause, had 
concluded it was a stricture. The case in 
which I ascertained this circumstance is 
the following. 

A gentleman had a violent gonorrhoea, 
the orifice of the urethra much inflamed and 
the whole canal in a state of irritation ; at this 
time a bougie could not be received into the 
orifice. In seven days the inflammation 
abated without the use of an injection or 
other local application ; but there was still 
pain, and frequency in making water, and a 
copious discharge. A full sized bougie npw 
passed without much pain do^vn to the 
bulb of the urethra, and there stopped, so 
as apparently to decide that at that part 
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there was a stricture. In seven days more, 
the same bougie was passed again; the 
inflammation and discharge had now very 
much subsided, and the bougie went on 
very readily to the bladder. 

This information is of the utmost im- 
portance, as many instances have lately 
come within *my observation of the armed 
bougie being applied a number of times in 
cases of gonorrhoea in which there was sup- 
posed to be a permanent stricture. Of these 
the following is the most remarkable. A 
gentleman from India, who had no stricture 
at the time of his return to England, con- 
tracted a gonorrhoea, and put himself under 
the care of a surgeon . The symptoms were 
not unusually severe, but did not readily sub- 
side,- The surgeon suspected there might 
be a stricture, and passed a bougie before 
the inflammation of the gonorrhoea had gone 
off; the bougie stopped at the bulb, and 
the supposed stricture was now the onty 
disease thought deserving of attention. 
The armed bougie was applied, but no 
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amendment took place; it was repeated six- 
teen times, and still there was no possibility 
of passing on in to the bladder. This circum- 
stance created an alarm in the patient's 
mind, and he came tp London to ask my 
opinion what was to be done. Upon hear- 
ing the circumstances of the case, I declared 
he had no stricture, and never had had one; 
that I should find no difficulty in passing 
a full sized bougie into his bladder; that 
the whole of his treatment had originated 
jn a mistake, the nature of which I ex- 
plained. After having done so, I took a full 
sized bougie, which was much larger than 
any that had been before used, and by 
curving it so as to adapt it to the form of 
the urethra, and to prevent the point, from 
being caught by the cul de sac formed by 
the use of the armed bougie, it passed with 
perfect ease into the bladder. This asto- 
nished him very much, and he desired my 
permission to call upon me a day or two 
after, that he might have it passed again, to 
satisfy his mind ; this was accordingly done, 



INFLAMMATORY STAGE OF GONORRHOEA. 43 

and by leaving the parts to themselves, all 
the symptoms went off, and he has con* 
tinued perfectly well ever since ; a period 
of two years. 

The case above-mentioned is one in 
which there never had been a stricture, and 
therefore the symptoms are all clearly 
ascertained to belong entirely to the 
venereal inflammation ; but they are met 
with in a still greater degree in patients 
who have had strictures, which have either 
been dilated by bougies, or removed by 
means of the caustic. In such instances 
the venereal inflammation in gonorrhoea 
is of longer continuance, and almost always 
leaves the urethra more or less contracted, 
but not in that state which requires the 
use of the caustic for the removal of the 
contraction. 

This is so generally the case, that I have 
been induced to recommend to all patients 
who x have laboured under strictures, that 
they are by no means to have recourse to 
injections for the cure of any gonorrhoea 
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they may afterv^rcfc cpatract, i^it to pub- 

* 

due the inflammatory symptoms by me^ns 
of internal medicine, abstinence,:^nd quie* 
tude, and as soon as the inflarun^tjpn i$ 
gone off, to make use of the bougie^ torejiax 
the canal which had been kept in $ state 
of half cpntracticw}r$unng the xv^vfxva^ 
tory stage of \\\e gonorrhoea^ , ... r 

Ip some cases pf this description, where 
the natural irritability of the parts isgreat t 
the symptoms of the gonorrhoea violent, 
gnid where they have suffered much from 
the former strictures, the venereal inflam- 
mation is very tedi'ous. In one instance it 
was fourteen months before the urettyra 
could admit of a bougie being passed, and 
even then it only was allowed to go dovyft ■ 
to the bulb of the urethra, where it was 
stopped by a temporary stricture. From 
the circumstances above-mentioned, this 
contraction was not believed to be a new 
disease, but the immediate effect of the 
venereal inflammation. A smaller bougie 
was therefore introduced, which went on to 
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the bladder; this was immediately with- 
drawn. In two days one a size larger was 
passed without being retained ; and on the 
fourth trial the full sized bougie in use, 
previously to the appearance of the gonor- 
rhoea, passed with ease into the bladder. 

In this case the inflammation certainly 
had run out to a great length. But where 
there have fceen . strictures, the venereal 
inflammation in gonorrhoea, although it 
begins deaf the glans penis, is much dis- 
posed to run backwards, and when once it 
airives at the seat of the former strictures, 
is with difficulty removed ;• although the 

* 

length of its continuance will depend much 

upon the treatment of. the surgeon, but 

« 

Still more Upon the conduct and discretion 
of the patient. 
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SECTION IV. 



IRRITATIONS IN THE URETHRA IN CONSJT- 
gUENCE OF INFLAMMATION OF THE IN- 
TERNAL MEMBRANE OF THE BLADDER. 

It being well known that any affection 
of the bladder is capable of producing 
spasms in the urethra, it could hardly be 
credited that a mistake should be made, 
on that point, and such , affection of the 
canal be considered as an original disease, 
and the use of the armed bougie be resorted 
to for its removal. This however has been 
the case ; and the application of the caustic 
to the urethra relieving the distressing 
symptoms in the bladder has kept up the 
deception, and made the surgeon persevere 
in the mode of treatment, although there 
was no disease in the urethra to which the 
caustic had been applied. 
The following instance of this kind is so 
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strongly marked in all its parts, that a 
detail of it will include every thing which 
I have to remark upon this subject. 

A gentleman about thirty-nine years ot 
age, who had resided for many years in 
the West Indies, laboured under the symp- 
toms of an irritable bladder, which, from the 
history of the case, appeared to have been 
brought on by the use of an irritating 
injection having passed into the bladder. 
These symptoms were frequency in making 
water, voiding it in small quantities, and 
great effort or straining at. these times, 
accompanied by a. pain sometimes in the 
glans penis, and at others just under the 
fnenum. He had suffered so much from 
this complaint in the West Indies for 
six or seven years, that he determined 
to come to England, in hopes of receiv- 
ing assistance. He consulted a surgeon 
here who supposed it was a stricture, and 
attempted to pass a bougie, but failed in 
getting it into the bladder. There appeared 
to be an obstruction 5^ inches from the 
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external orifice ; this discovery was exceed* 
ingly satisfactory to the patient, as k gave 
him hopes of a cure. The case was now 
decided upon as a case of stricture, And 
was to be treated by means of the armed 
bougie. The first application of the caustic, 
by acting upon the urethra, relieved to a 
great degree the irritation in the bladder; 
this gave encouragement. The bougie now 
passed down to the bulb where it was 
stopped, and the caustic was applied, which 
always gave relief by its immediate effect 
upon the part. The attacks of irritation on 
the bladder were attended with strangury, 
and this symptom was invariably taken off 
by the application of the caustic. It was used 
fifteen times, without gaining any ground; 
and the patient being desirous of going to 
Cheltenham, was permitted to take the 
tnanagement of the armed bougie upon 
himself, and passed it as the fits of stran- 
gury came on. He had a strangury at 
Oxford, and passed the caustic, which took 
off the spasm, and he made water ; next day 
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day he had a second attack, and the same 
mode relieved it, but a violent haemorrhage 
succeeded ; on the following day the bleed- 
ing returned. For several subsequent days 
there was a slight bleeding after every time 
of making water, by which he was so much 
reduced, as to be unable to leave his bed 
for ten days. 

In this state he came to town, and put 
himself under my care. He was now very 
much emaciated, and appeared to be in a 
state beyond recovery, independently of the 
state of the complaint in his bladder. Upon 
examining the urethra by a bougie, this 
could not be passed beyond the bulb of the 
urethra ; I could not however procure any 
impression upon the point of it so as to 
satisfy my mind of the real state of the 
part. He requested me to use the caustic, 
as the only pieans of giving him ease 
from the distressing pain he had at the 
gians penis; and upon applying it, he found 
himself next day easier. I made several 
attempts to get an impression of the 

E 
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stricture upon the bougie, but in vain ; and 
always applied the caustic, to give my , 
.patient a temporary relief. After using 
the bougie four or five times, I passed a silver 
catheter of a size larger than the boogie 
I had used, and found that it went with 
perfect ease into jhe bladder. This ex- 
plained to me the present state of the case; 
and I informed the patient, that there was 
now no stricture, the passage was perfectly 
open, and the whole of the remaining 
disease was in the internal membrane of 
the bladder, and therefore the only object 
Was to enable the parts to recover them- 
selves by soothing them, and to strengthen 
the .constitution by nourishment. He be- 
came however gradually weaker and weaker, 
and in the course of three months died. 

During this period he had frequent rigors 
and cold sweats, which are common atten- 

m 

dants upon diseases of the bladder; but 
the symptoms of which he died were wast- 
ing of flesh, loathing of food, occasional 
sickness, without his being aware of his 
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gradual decay. At last he was so weak 
as scarcely to bear being moved. He had 
his faculties' perfectly clear, and his recol- 

# 

lection complete, till within a few hoUrs of 
bis death. 

Upon inspecting the parts after death, 
k appeared that there had been no stricture, 
in any part of the- urethra. The internal 
membrane of the bladder was in a state 
of ulceration, particularly the lower part, 
where the ureters enter into it, except a 
line not broader than the £ of an inch, 
extending from each ureter to the middle 
line, where the two streams would unite. 
The orifices of the ureters were in a state of 
ulceration, and inflammation had extended 
iliself along the internal surface of -the 
left ureter to the kidney, the pelvis and 
infundibula of which were in a state of 
ulceration. 

The use of the caustic had made five 
different holes through the membrane of the 
urethra, of the size of the end of a common 
bougie, at a spiall distance from each other ; 

Ea 
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a large abcess had formed between the 
perinaeum and buttock, into which the 
urine escaped by these orifices. The im- 
mediate cause of his death, I should believe, 
was the state of the kidney, having seen 
two other cases in which a diseased state of 
the pelvis of the kidney produced similar 
symptoms. 

Many other cases of a diseased state of the 
internal membrane of the bladder, in a less 
degree than in thar which has been stated, 
have come under my c?re ; these, before 
, the circumstances had all been investigated, 
were mistaken for strictare, and in con- 
sequence of that mistake they were intro- 
duced to my notice ; but an accurate exami- 
nation explained the true nature of the 
complaint. 
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CHAPTER III. 



STRICTURES WHICH REQUIRE AN UNUSUAL 
NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS OF THE ARMED 
BOUGIE FOR THEIR REMOVAL, 

Strictures, after having continued for a 
number of years, lose their original sen- 
sibility, as well as their original texture v , 
they become ligamentous, and their power 
of contracting and relaxing is very much di- 
minished ; but as in all such cases, there are 
consequent strictures, the sensibility which 
belonged to the first is now transferred to 
the second* As this new stricture is readily 
irritated by casual circumstances, as well as 
by the application of the armed bougie, 
and as any thing which soothes and tran- 
quillizes it, relieves the original one, and 
quiets the bladder, the patient very naturally 
concludes, that this second stricture, is the 
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only complaint, and forgets intirely that 
eight or ten years ago there was another 
nearer the bladder, now no longer in an 
active state. ' 

In such cases, the symptoms are relieved 
Ify the armed bougie bemg applied to the 

' T " • » ...» 

s&ebhd stricture, and ate again' brought on 
by the bougie passing through ft, which 
at first appears extraordinary, as the canal 
4s supposed^ from this circumstance, to be 
Tfl©re opetrthan it was before. This however 
$8 tttif in reality the case, atrd the violence, 
ccftnmittecl upon this stricture brings on. a 
tibritfactidtf hi the original one, causing an 
aggravation 6f fell the symptoms. 

"the passing a commbn bougie through 
the second airteture, so as to be grasped at 
the moment it goes through, and letting it 
remain till the spasm goes off, will some- 
times give so much relief, as to lead to the 
hope that this mode alone, if properly 
followed up, will effect a cure. But the 
next time it is passed down, if it goes with 
ease through this stricture, and comes to 
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die original one, all the benefit shall be 
Jost j the good to be derived from the use 
of th* bougie,, hi palliating the symptoms, 
arising intirely from the second stricture 
gtesping the bougie. When that happens, 
the other parts ate relieved, but when it 
does not, they derive no advantage. 

Where it is next known that there is a 
jstricture further down in the j:anal,T£he 
infecting another stoppage, after having got 
through that which has given so miicfr 
trouble, has not unfrequently lied to the 
belief that the prostate gland Was in a 
diseased state, and the only impediment 
which prevented the bougie from passing 
into the bladder. 

Upon this idea the gland has been exa- 
mined, by introducing a finger into the 
rectum, And the result of such examination 
has confirmed the surgeon in his suspicion; 
for under such circumstances the parts at the 
neck of the bladder are so tumid, as to give 
the feel of an enlarged prostate gland. 
It will however be found that these con- 
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elusions are without foundation ; the prostate 
gland is not in a diseased state, further than 
its enlargement is symptomatic of the stric- 
ture which remains. 

i * 

These observations not only apply to the 
first or original stricture, but also to the 
second, for that also in time becomes liga- 
mentous; and the third in succession, which 
forn?b> at 6 inches from the external orifice, 
or 5h according to circumstances, then be- 
comes the stricture which is acted upon by 
occasional circumstances, and appears to be 
the real disease. When this is the case, the 
second stricture, after it has been partly 
destroyed by the caustic, so as to allow the 
bougie occasionally to pass over it, gives the 
sensation upon these occasions of passing 
over the string of a fiddle or some elastic 
chord ; when it is completely destroyed, 
this is no longer the case. 

When the second stricture has become 
ligamentous, and the first is still harder 
than ligament, that portion of the urethra 
which lies between them has lost its natural 



STRICTURES, &C. 57 

structure, and is more or less in a diseased 
and thickened state, requiring the use of 
the caustic through its whole, extent, to 
widen the canal, and admit of the bougie 
arriving at the original stricture. 

To accomplish this requires great atten- 
tion on the part of the surgeon ; since the 
smallest inaccuracy in the application of 
the caustic occasions it to get beyond the 
natural boundaries of the urethra, and the 
smallest excess of violence brings on too 
much inflammation, and consequently, in 
such thickened parts, a suppression of urine; 
while, on the other hand, too much mild- 
ness prevents the patient from making any 
advance towards his recovery. 

The progress of the cure, under these 
circumstances, is necessarily tedious ; and 
the process by which it is to be effected 
must be occasionally intermitted, so as to 
allow the parts to recover from its effects, 
as well as to allow the constitution some 
respite from a mode of treatment which 
keeps it in a state of irritation, and from 
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which'it suffers in different degrees, acocmd- 
log to ks natural irritabili ty ; 

In such cases, when the original stricture 
is destroyed, it i& often impossible to get a 
bougie into the bladder. There is so much 
irregularly, that, although there is a pas- 
sage, the bougie cannot be made to follow 
it ; and, in some instances, from the thick- 
ening o£ the sides of the urethra, the urine 
does not flow readily, so much force being 
required to open this indurated part of the 
canal. It becoraes!tfaerefore necessary, from 
time to time in the progress of the cure, 
to make use of a curved silver catheter, to 
ascertain whether the urethra is really per- 
vious oT not ; and when that instrument 
can be passed, by continuing its use the 
bladder is relieved, and the thickening of 
the urethra subsides. 

In the following cases all these circum- 
stances will b& illustrated, and some of them 
minutely detailed, to make them the more 
perfectly understood. 
That the sides of the urethra, in strictures 
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of long continuance, become w..^^, w , 
must be within the observation of almost 
every petitioner ; but that the stricture 
itself, without any great increase of its 
thickness, or any affection of the mem- 
brane of the urethra on either side of it, 
should become more and more compact, 
till it arrives at the hardness of cartilage, 
is #fact which there can be but few oppor- 
tunities of ascertaining, and is certainly one 
which could not be expected to take place. 
I shall therefore mention the instance in 
which it occurred, as it is of no small im- 
portance, in a practical view, to know that 
strictures, in different patients, vary so much 
in their texture, and therefore yield to a 
greater or lesser number of applications of 
the armed bougie, in proportion to their 
duration, and the changes they have un- 
dergone. . 

Case I. 

A nobleman's servant, who was a fo- 
reigner, was at Brighthelmstone with his 
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master, and had a violent attack of stran- 
gury, which the surgeon was unable to re- 
lieve; he passed his water in drops and at 
very short intervals. In this state he came 
to London and put himself under my care. 
I passed a bougie, which only went down 
4r§- inches and gave great pain ; I applied 
the caustic, with a view of relieving the 
irritation, but it had no such effect ; Ad I 
considered the parts as in too irritable a state 
to repeat it ; I gave opium to quiet the ir- 
ritated stdte of the bladder, but without any 
benefit. He had a considerable degree of 
constitutional irritation, and in three or four 
days died. I afterwards understood from 
his widow, that he had had no sleep for a 
week previous to his leaving Brighthelm- 
stone, which had completely exhausted him. 
Upon examining the parts after death, 
there was only one permanent stricture, at 
seven inches from the external orifice, not 
thicker than a common piece of catgut, but 
so hard and compact in its substance, that 
cm passing the end of a probe or the nail of 
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the finger over it, the resistance was similar 
to that which would have been given by a 
piece of cartilage. The bladder was in a 
state of inflammation, but every other part 
of the urethra was free from disease ; so 
that the resistance met with at 4* inches 
from the external orifice must have been , 
a spasmodic contraction, produced by the 
great degree of irritation with which the 
whole urethra was affected. 

Case II. 

As the* following case shows how much 
some of the symptoms of stricture in warm 
climates resemble those of gonorrhoea, I 
have been more particular in the account 
of it, with a view to prevent « attacks 
of stricture from being mistaken for that 
disease. 

A gentleman, twenty years of age, re- 
siding at Calcutta, in Bengal, about the end 
of September, 1798, caught a gonorrhoea, 
for which he used several kinds of injec- 
tion, regularly every three or four hours. 
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It happened two or three times that the in- 
jection occasioned a burning pain along the 
urethra, but this was alkylated by throw- 
ing up some water, which always had the 
desired effect in a few minutes. Seven or 
eight days after he had commenced the use 
of injections, the scalding and chordeea 
abated, and in the first week in November 
the running stopped, at which time he left 
off, the injection . About a week after there 
had befen no appearance of discharge, he 
began to drink a little Wine, and rode on 
horseback; he had no sooner entered on 
this mode of life, than a watery coloured 
gleet made its appearance: in consequence 
of which he was going to have recourse to 
an injection, for the second time, when he 
received an order to proceed to a district 
situated 300 miles from Calcutta. He ar- 
rived at his destination on the 7th of De- 
cember, when finding that the gleet still 
continued, he resumed the injection. A 
few days after he had done so, more than 
a tea spoonful of blood discharged itself 
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immediately after the urine. The injection 
was then Jeft off, and he never bad dey fur- 
ther discharge of blood. Perceiving, how- 
ever, that the running still continued, he 
commenced sea-bathing, which, in eight or 

tea days, suppressed the gleet, leaving only 

» 

an increased discharge of the natural mu- 
cus of the urethra. 

In the month of January, 1 799, he formed 
a connection % for the first time after he had 
considered himself cured of the gonorrhoea. 
It was just at this period he mentioned to 
9 medical gentleman, that he had been for 
two or three days past annoyed by blisters 
upon his tongue and on the inside of his 
tips. On shewing these blister* to this gen- 
tleman and to others, he became very much 
alarmed, by their sayiqg that they thought 
them to be venereal ulcers. However, from 
this apprehension he was soon relieved by 
another practitioner, who declared them to 
be nothing more than blisters arising from 
the heat of his stomach ; and added, that 
by majking use of a gargle he would soon 
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get rid of them. The gargle was accord- 
ingly tried, and had the desired effect in a 
few days. These blisters on their first ap- 
pearance gave no pain. 

On the 19th or aoth of January he went- 
out with a hunting party, with which he 
passed four or five days* During this time 
the thermometer was down as far as the 
freezing point ; he was very much exposed 
to the cold every night, lived rather freely, 
hunted upon an elephant, but did not once 
mount a horse. On leaving the party, he 
observed an augmentation of moisture from 
the urethra; an inflammation had com- 
menced, and every symptom of a gonor- 
rhoea was coming on. In this state he tra- 
velled nearly 150 miles to Calcutta. The 
discharge very soon assumed a light yellow 
colour, and increased rapidly in the night. 
During the journey the running became 
excessive, and he experienced violent pain 
from frequent chprdees. On his arrival in 
Calcutta the parts were so much irritated, 
that he could scarcely bear the application 
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of an injection he employed, and was un- 
able to go out of the house ; and therefore 
had all opportunity to make use of the in- 
jectioh.at.all hours. The second or third 
day after he began to confine himself, he 
was so unfortunate as to be attacked by the 
gout in his left foot for the first time in his 
life. From these two complaints being 
upon him at the same time; he underwent 
a great deal of pain ; both of them were 
removed in three weeks* The moisture 
mentioned before returned/ and during a 
period of two months neither increased nor 
diminished, although he had been living as 
usual, and rode on horseback almost every 
morning.. 

At the end of the month of April, 1799, 
he formed a connection, for the first time 
since his recovery, ajid two days after it 
symptoms resembling those of gonorrhoea 
broke out, accompanied with scalding and 
chordee. He had immediately recourse to 
an injection, and these symptoms went off 
in eight or ten days ; but there remained 
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a watery coloured discharge, Which lasted 
for six wfeeks. The intense heat of the 
weather was said to be the cause of thA 
gleet's continuing so long. The thermo- 
meter at this season was seldom under 78* 
and often above 100. All this time he was 
obliged to use a good deal of exercise. In 
consequence of the fatigue he became so 
very nervous, that it was with difficulty he 
could write. Irt mentioning affections of 
the nerves it is proper to notice that, from 
his childhood, many occurrences which had 
made little or no impression upon others, 
affected him to the greatest degree. On 
these occasions his mind had been always 
so much agitated as to produce a feverish 
heat over the body, as well as head-aches. 
When in Europe he Was frequently, during 
the summer season, attacked by a sudden 
dimness over his eyes, accompanied with 
sickness, and vomiting of bile ; these symp- 
toms were followed by most painful head- 
aches, that lasted upwards of twenty-four 
hours. From his ninth or tenth year to the 



STRrCTURES, &c. 6j 

*ge of fourteen, he was constantly troubled 
by a natural phimosis, and the prepuce has 
aince been at different periods contracted. 
• In January, 1795, he was confined to the 
house for two or three weeks with a fever, 
and from that time until his arrival in Cal- 
cutta he was under the necessity of taking 
medicine every five or six days, on account 
of bilious head-aches. It was at the end of 
September of the same year that he reached 
Calcutta, where the cold season very soon 
commenced ; and so long as it lasted he 
enjoyed very good health. The climate be- 
came hot in February, when he was seized 
with a remitting fever, that regularly at- 
tacked him four or five days in every month, 
ttfatil November, 1797 ; after which it left 
him entirely. He had taken various medi- 

» 

Cines for this fever, but ascribed the entire 
removal of it to bathing, which he aCciden* 
tally happened to make use of at that time. 
While this fever was upon him he was 
Very 'liable to a fluctuation of spirits ; at 
times as it were elevated above what was 

Fa 
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natural, and. at others depressed to a 
point which was far below it; indeed sd 
much so as to render him unfit to perform 
the common duties of life.- Ever after the 
first fit of the remitting fever, he suffered 
much from debility and occasional depres- 
sion of spirits. After the removal of the 
fever, until September, 1798, he experi- 
enced tolerable health* ' 

In the; month of September, 1799, there! 
was a return of symptoms,resembling those 
of gonorrhoea, accompanied with chordee 
and scalding, which were followed by a 
gleet. This continued until the cold set 
in, in the month of November. 

In February, 1800, he had similar symp- 
toms, and in April they were again removed, 
and were succeeded by warts of a reddish 
colour, six or seven in number, and grow- 
ing out of the external orifice. Caustic was 
applied to them; by which means they 
were destroyed in a few days. Some white 
warts, which were situated upon the out- 
side, were also removed by the same means. 
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Having suffered much! both in body and 
and mind, from these symptoms, which he 
understood were those of gonorrhoea, he 
came to the determination of making him- 
self less liable again to complaints of this 
nature, and took a woman into keeping. He 
had connection with this woman from June, 
1800, until the beginning of September fol- 
lowing, when symptoms of the same kind 
again came on. For ton or twelve days pre- 
vious to this discovery he had a flux. He 
mentioned to the woman his situation, and 
on questioning her concerning her health, 
she affirmed that she had never been in the 
least disordered. At this declaration he wag 
greatly alarmed, and became very apprehen- 

> 

sive of a stricture. He stated what had oc- 
curred to his surgeon, who said, that there 
might probably be strictures ; and desired 
to know whether there was any diminution 
of the stream of urine. On observing the 
stream, it was evidently smaller than for- 
merly, and had a twist which scattered the 
water as it flowed, from the urethra. After 
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reflecting on these symptoms for some time, 
being sensible that there was no difficulty 
in voiding the water, he suspected that the 
caustic which had removed the warts mights 
at the same time^ have destroyed a very 
small quantity of the urethra, and conse-? 
quently be the cause of the water not flow- 
ing in as full a stream as it used to do. 

He went through the usual course of 
injections, which, in about a fortnight, 
removed the chordee and scalding, but did 
not suppress the gleet that followed, before 
December. Not knowing how to account* 
for this last disorder, he was extremely low 
in spirits; and so much did the subject 
prey on his mind, that it kept him awake 
frequently the whole of the night. 

In January, 1801, he went up the coun- 
try twenty miles from Calcutta. By this 
time he hadunade such inquiry concerning 
the health of the woman, as to be tho- 
roughly convinced that she had never been 
unwell, and again ventured upon having con- 
nection with her. The causes and symptoms 
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of stricture? havitfg also been explained 
to him, he was enabled to scrutinize every 
indication which might tend to give a 
thorough knowledge of the nature of the 
complaint 

The first symptom that attracted his 
notice was, that in the act of copulation he 
was sensible that the semen was not pro- 
pelled forward with the same force as it 
used to be, but that it discharged itself in 
a dribbling manner, and this not until half 
e minute after it had been emitted from the 
bulb of the urethra. He continued to have 
connection with this woman for a month, 
at the end of which time, perceiving a re* 
turn of his symptoms, he parted with her, 
though she still confidently affirmed, as in 
the first instance, that she never had been 
in the least disordered. l3y using injections 
for a week he got rid of the chordee and 
scalding, but a gleet ensuing, he continued 
to inject for a fortnight; at the end of 
which* time the discharge not having in 
any degree subsided, the injection was 
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laid aside, as being of little or no use. Al- 
though he formed a connection two or thr^e 
times, while in this state, it did not increase 

* the gleet, or in the least alter its colour. 

In the end of April he returned t6 Cal- 
cutta, apd by the middle of May the gleet 
had nearly got well of its own accord ; in 
short, it appeared to be little more than a 
moisture in the urethra, and similar to that 
which he had already experienced. 

He now considered himself perfectly re- 
covered, and had connection four or five 
times with a woman, whom he was certain 

• was not disordered. Two days after jhe 
last connection the parts became so much 
inflamed as to be unable to bear any 
application except milk and water. In this 
instance, the chordee and scalding were 
much more painful than he had ever 
experienced from any of the former com- 
plaints, and a cutting sensation was felt 
along the whole of the urethra, but partial- 
larly «about seven or eight inches from its 
external orifice, These violent symptoms 
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lasted for a week, after which they abated, 
and in a fortnight subsided entirely ; yet 
the discharge continued. The former 
gleets were all without colour, but the 
matter that discharged itself in the present 
instance resembled the matter of a gonor- 
rhoea. For this gleet various sorts of 
injections were used, and one in particular, 
which had. never been applifed before in 
any of the former gleets. It was of a gummy 
substance, and when injected, was allowed 
to remain in the urethra two hours, bcth 
in the morning and evening. 

This plan was pursued for several weeks, 
at the end of which time it was given up 
as proving ineffectual ; for the gleet retained 
the colour which it had originally assumed, 
and the discharge was as copious as in the 
beginning of the disorder. 

All along he had endured much uneasi- 
ness from mental reflection ; but his present 
situation, and other incidents in life, made 
such an impression upon him, as to deprive 
him of sleep for two or three nights in the 
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course of erefy week. It vn just fit thwr 
period that hSc perceived the stream ' of 
urine getting more contracted. It was 
likewise obvious that the gleet wap not 
getting any : better; he therefore began 
seriously to » suspect that a stricture must 
be the cause of these symptoms. On com- 
municating these suspicions to a medical 
gentleman, he advised him to have a bougie 
introduced into the urethra, as being the 
best means of stopping the discharge, as 
well as the only way of ascertaining 
whether there were any strictures. 

The idea of an instrument passing over 
* membrane so very tender and irritable, 
as he conceived the urethra to be, made 
him at first object to it; however, the hopq 
of being in a short time perfectly cured, 
very soon induced him to come to^ the 
resolution of undergoing any pain and 
every risk, which might attend the applica- 
tion of the bougie. Accordingly, a surgeon 
in Calcutta inserted a small sized bougie, 
whifch met with some opposition about two 
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inches from the external orifice ; but after 

pressing on this obstruction for a minute, 

the bougie passed on one inch further, where • 

it was again stopped for nearly the same 

period as at the first obstruction. The 

bobgie, after getting over this second 

impediment, passed on with the greatest 

facility as far as seven inches from the 

external orifice ; it there met with a third 

obstruction. By this time the urethra having 

become rather irritable, a burning sensation 

was felt along the canal The patient was 

so strongly impressed with the idea of 

some approaching pain, that his whole 

body assumed a stiff contracted state; 

nevertheless, the surgeon kept pressing 

gently on the obstruction for five or six 

minutes ; but failing in his endeavours to 

pass the bougie, he allowed the patient to 

take hold of it. By this time the burning 

pain had almost subsided, and as the patient 

had acquired some confidence, he pressed 

the bougie against the obstruction, but 

could not effect his purpose under half an 
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hour. He then felt a sharp cutting pain, 
occasioned by the instrument passing 
through the obstruction ; this painful sen- 
sation was, however, but transitory, and 
^the bougie was. immediately pushed on with 
ease into the bladder, where it was allowed 
to remain for ten minutes. The bougie 
was then withdrawn, and on examination 
M?as found to have upon it three whitish 
marks, which had evidently been made by 
the obstructions. 

It was now ascertained that there were 
three strictures, one of which appeared to 
be greatly under the influence of spasm. 
The patient was desired by his surgeon to 
introduce the bougie again in a day or two, 
and let it remain for an hour, /unless it 

% 

should produce much irritation in the 
urethra ; in which case it was to be instantly 
removed. About an hour after withdraw- 
ing it, the discharge became* very copious. 
In using 4he same bougie a second time, 
more difficulty was experienced in passing 
it over the two first obstructions; and 
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after several attempts it was found im- 
praticable to get it through the third. At 
different periods small sized bougies were 
tried, yet the third obstruction proved im- 
pervious to all of them. 

A large sized bougie was then had 
recourse to, and after wearing it for more 
than half an hour, it passed into the bladder, 
without causing much pain, as it passed 
over the obstruction. This bougie, as well 
as others of all sizes, was afterwards passed, 
but none of them could be pushed through 
the third obstruction ; in consequence of 
which he was instructed not to press the 
bougie any more against this stricture, but 
to apply it regularly to the others. Large 
• bougies were accordingly every day applied 
to the two first obstructions for nearly one 
month ; notwithstanding this he received 
no benefit ; they were therefore laid aside. 
It is here necessary to remark that, during 
these applications of the bougie, the surgeon 
discovered a swelling of one of the testicles, 
which on examination was found to be a 
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hydrocele; this he said was produced by a 
sympathetic connection between the ure- 
thm and the testicles, and would most 
likely gradually diminish after the stric- 
tures were removed. 

It now appeared obvious that a per- 
manent cure could not be effected, without 
having recourse to the caustic ; but as it 
was supposed the application of that remedy 
might be attended with the most dangerous 
consequences in the climate of India, 
especially to a person of a very irritable 
habit, and whose nerves were much shaken, 
it was proposed that he should proceed 
without delay to Europe. 

He embarked on the 25th of January 
1802 ; at that time the gleet continued, and 
his nerves were so very weak as to render 
him incapable at times of writing his name. 
These symptoms remained unchanged until 
he got round the Cape of Good Hope ; at 
which time he became less nervous, and the 
gleet gradually disappeared ; but a frequency 
and difficulty in voiding the urine came on, 
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and at times it discharged itself involuntarily 
after attempting to empty his bladder. In 
the morning he had always a slight head- 
ache and an uneasy fullness in his bladder; 
this last symptom however, as soon as he 
got out of bed, and made water, was relieved. 
These symptoms remained for a fortnight* 
and then got gradually better. On his 
arrival in London his nerves were still 
easily affected. Blisters on his tongue were 
occasionally so bad as to require the use of 
* gargle: the hydrocele was in the same 
state as when it was first discovered in India* 
In this state he put himself under my 
care, on the 20th of July 1802. The urethra 
Was in a very irritable state, and the 
application of the caustic gave so much 
pain as to prevent its being used oftener 
than once a week. It was regularly applied 
till the 16th of August, and discontinued 
from that time to the 6th of September, 
during which period nothing was done to 
the stricture. The caustic was then used 
every fifth or sixth day. On the 85th of 
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September a suppression of urine took 
place, which was relieved by means of an 
opiate clyster. On the following day the 
suppression returned about twelve o'clock 
at noon, and at fire o'clock in the afternoon 
he was directed to take thirty drops of 
tincture of opium; but this not enabling 
him to pass any water, at seven o'clock a 
clyster was thrown up with forty-five drops 
of tincture of opium. By this time the 
bladder became extremely painful. Between 
eight and nine o'clock a draught with 40 
drops of tincture of opium was adminis- 
tered, and flannels wrung out of warm wa- 
ter were applied to the region of the blad- 
der. These means affording no relief, about 
half after ten o'clock I introduced a catgut 
bougie, which passed through the stricture, 
and was allowed to remain in it for a quar- 
ter of an hour ; and upon withdrawing it, 
the urine followed in a small stream. This 
afforded instant relief from the excessive 
pain he had been suffering. The catgut 
bougie was inserted again ; and in this 
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manner the bladder was completely emptied. 
On the following day, the patient was* 
obliged to introduce a small sized bougie 
to eftablef hiriiMO'-make water, but after- 
ward* ^3*ed his urine as usual, nor had he 
any return of suppression. It is necessary to 
observe that, during the time he was under 
the use of the caustic, he was occasionally 
subject to fever, but more particularly so 
immediately after the suppression of urine. 
With a view to render the constitution less 
irritable, recourse was had to the decoction 
of marsh mallows and milk, and wine and 
malt liquors were left off; this abstemious 
regimen did not render the effects of the 
caustic less violent. On the 16th of January 
• there was a considerable discharge of blood, 
which made it necessary to omit the use 
of the caustic for ten days, and when it 
was resumed, that stricture was found to 
be removed; The applications to the next 
stricture were less severe, but for five or 
six times there was great pain on passing 
over the part where the first had' been 

G 
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situated. He again began to drink wine 
and malt liquors , in small quantities, and 
did not find that this change in his diet 
made him more irritable, or suffer more 
pain from the use of the caustic, which was 
applied to this stricture till the end of 
April, at which time, the bougie had not 
advanced at all ; but the impression on the 
end of it was on the under surface, making 
it appear that the caustic was acting in 
that direction. X A silver catheter was there-, 
fore introduced to ascertain, whether the 
upper portion of the stricture had been 
removed, which was found to be the case, 
as the instrument was readily conducted 
over the hollow the caustic had made, and 
passed into the bladder. This operation 
gave considerable pain, and made the parts 
bleed. It was repeated every second day; 
but after the fourth time, the urethra was 
so much disturbed by the metal instrument, 
that on the fifth it could not be made to 
go beyond the situation of the stricture ; 
but a common bougie passed into the 
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bladder with ease. For two weeks the 
bougie was passed every second or third 
day, then every day, with ease and unac- 
companied by pain ; the patient was able 
to introduce it himself, and was desired to 
continue to do so till the parts had per- 
fectly recovered themselves. He left London 
in June, so that he had been eleven months 
; under my care. 

The ulcers on the" tongue had been very 
troublesome during the progress of the 
cure, and were occasionally relieved by 
different gargles, but more effectually by 
small doses of calomel ; at the time of his 
leaving me they were hardly at all trouble- 
some. I am therefore induced to believe 
they arose from the state of the stomach, 
tthich had been disturbed in consequence 
of its sympathetic affection with the stric- 
ture. This opinion is rendered more pro- 
bable by other more serious complaints on 
the tongue having in another case disap- 
peared, as soon as a stricture in the urethra 
was removed, which will hereafter be more 
.particularly noticed. 

Gs 
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Case III. 

An officer in the service of the East India 
.Company who had contracted a gonorrhoea 
in. 1788, and from that time had had a 
difficulty in making water, met with an 
accident in 1792, from a piece of timber 
striking him on the perinaeum. This brought 
on an abcess, which was opened externally, 
and the urine passed out at the orifice; there 
were two other openings in consequence of 
the skin giving way, through both of which 
the urine found a passage, tt was nine 
months before the last of these healed. 

At the time the fistulas healed, the stream 
of urine was contracted in a very unusual 
degree, and there was a thin watery dis-^ 
charge from the urethra. It was conceived 
,by his medical attendants, that the discharge 
from the urethra arose from the external ori- 
fices having healed before the internal one 
that communicated with the urethra, and 
that therefore it would be proper to wear a 
bougie to make this orifice heal up. This 
practice was adopted, but in an injudicious 
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manner, for the bougie was never passed 
into the bladder. In this way however it 
was continued, being occasionally left off 
and recurred to again, for five years, with- 
out affording the smallest relief: During 
this period he had only one complete sup- 
pression, which after continuing two hours 
went off. 

The stream of urine was now very much 
diminished, and great effort was always re- 
quired to- enable the bladder to discharge 
its contents* The patient's general health 
was upon the decline, and he laboured 
under affections supposed to be bilious ; he 
was therefore advised to quit India, and 
return to Europe, with a view to put him- 
self under my care. 

On March the 15th 1798, he became my 
patient ; at that time he was thirty years 
of age, and the bougie of a very small size 
only could be passed for 3^ inches. The 
armed bougie was applied to this stricture, 
and a paroxysm of fever was the consequence. 
Three applications enabled the bougie to 
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pass on. to 5% inches ; $nd four more 
applications permitted it to go down tQ 
*j\ inches. Having got thus far, it appeared 
necessary to enlarge the canal before any 
attempt Was made upon the last stricture; 
the bougie in present yse being too small 
tQ allow the caustic to be properly applied 
to a stricture in the curve of the canal. 
The larger &i?ed bougie brought on another 
ague, which made it necessary to desist 
from further applications for a week. Its 
use was resumed on the 5th of April, and 
regularly continued every other day without 
the smallest inconvenience till the middle 
of June, when the urethra was affected by 
spasm, and it was found necessary to leave 
off the use of the caustic till the 29th. \\ 
was then resumed, and persevered in, the 
size of the bougie being increased, till the 
6th of November, when its use was sus- 
pended for fourteen, days, and then again 
continued without intermission till tne 
15th of April. The patient's general health 
continued to improve, and the straining to 
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make water was entirely removed. It was 
judged adviseable to give the parts a little 
time to recover themselves from the effect 
of the caustic, and its use was again sus- 
pended till the beginning of July. On the 
first attempt to pass the bougie, I remarked 
that the whole canal was in a state of 
quietude which I had never before experi- 
enced, and it admitted a tolerably large 
armed bougie to pass down to tbe last 
stricture with perfect ease. It was applied 
wgularly every other day till the loth of 
September. 

At this lime the stream from the urethra 
was improved, and the bladder had reco- 
vered its power of retaining the usual quan- 
tity of water. It was therefore thought right 
to pass a catheter, and ascertain whether 
the stricture was destroyed, which could not 
-be so well done by a bougie, as the irregu- 
larities of the urethra at that part might 
prevent it from getting into the bladder. 
A catheter of a small size went beyond the 
parts where the bougie stopped, and from 
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the measurement appeared to go. to the 

orifice of the bladder, but did not pass into 

its cavity. . This led to the catheter being 

passed every other day through this part of 

the canal, so as to bring it more into a 
natural state, till the 4th of October;- on 

which day it went on into the bladder. On 
the 7th, one of a common size was admitted 
to pass ; and by repeating the use of the 
catheter, in the course of a few weeks, the 
patient was enabled to pass it himself. 
This he was directed to do till the parts 
had returned to a natural state, which 
after So long a continuance of disease must 
require a considerable time. He returned 
to his professional duties in the East Indies, 
was engaged in very active service during 
the late war, in Egypt and the Red sea, 
and writes me that he has continued in 
perfect health, not having had the slight- 
est return of hi? complaint 

In this case the caustic was applied one 
hundred and* eighty-seven times in the 
course of eighteen months and a half; and 
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although the process of the cure was so 
extremely tedious, when once it v\ as com* 
pleted, the parts seemed to be in no degree 
injured by the frequency of the applications, 
nor were they longer in recovering them- 
selves than where the cure has been effected 
in a much shorter time. I have, learned 
also from accounts transmitted from India 
three years after, that there has neither 
been any unpleasant consequence from 
what the parts had undergone, nor any 
disposition in the urethra to a recurrence ^ 
of the disease. 

Case IV. 

* • " 

A gentleman came from Flanders, in the 
year 1789, to consult some of the most 
eminent surgeons in London respecting a 
stricture in the urethra, and. by their direc- 
tion employed the common bougie, and re?- 
turned home. From the irritability of the 
parts, .however, he was never able to con- 
tinue . the use of the bougie, and his com- 
plaint increased so much upon him, as to 



g6 ^icWftfes, &d. 

ttlake his lift tarfetched. In this state I Saw 
hiftij itt Flanders, in September, 1753, at 
which time the smallest bougie could not 
2>e p&ssed. I applied the caustic, and in 
consequence of it he was able to pass a 
small bougie, in doing which I begged him 
to persevere. The troubles in that country 
brought him over to England, in Septem- 
tier, 1794, and he put himself under my care. 
The distress of his private affairs agitated 
his mind, and increased the irritability of 
the parts affected ; he had several severe at- 
tacks of an intermittent fever, a very com- 
mon constitutional symptom of stricture, 
which reduced his strength in a very great 
degree. I attempted the use of the bougie, 
and passed a small one into the bladder; 
from this, however, nothing was gained, for 
the bougie in passing through the stricture 
brought on spasm and violent irritation. I 
adopted the caustic, and destroyed the 
stricture, which relieved the symptoms so 
much that it was supposed there were no 
others ; but a few inches further on in the 
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canal there was a second stricture. After 
touching this once or twice, I wished to 
proceed with the bougie; but irritation 
came on, and the ague returned with so 
much violence as to endanger his life. The 
caustic was again resorted to ; it was ap- 
plied six or seven times without bringing 
on irritation upon the parts, and materially 
(relieved both the constitutional and local 
symptoms. Having so far succeeded, I was 
desirous of completing the cure by means 
of the caustic; for, in the present state of 
the parts, ground was lost instead of gained, 
by the use of the common bougie. I found, 
however, that little was to be expected. from 
persevering with the caustic, for the urethra 
contracted before the armed bougie could 
reach the stricture, and even when applied 
to it, there was a slight degree of irritation 
brought on. As this was the case, and he 
was much indisposed, he went to Bristol at 
Christmas, with a view to restore his gene- 
ral health, as some of the symptoms in the 
bladder and urethra seemed to depend on its 
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present state. I wished him, upon leaving 
town, to do nothing but attend to the reco- 
very of his strength ; for as he made water 

» 

tdkfatbly well, arid with little or no irrita- 
titth, nothing was immediately necessary. 
The frequency in making water, and, at 
Inteityals, a discharge of .mucus from the 
bladder, continued with little abatement, 
€ven after he had considerably improved 
his health. I therefore proposed his return- 
ing to the use of the bougie ;- this he seemed 
not to think necessary, as there was no ob- 
struction to the passage of the urine ; but 
upon the principle I have already explained, 
I told him, that till the urethra was ren- 
dered much larger at the contracted parts, 
these symptoms would continue. 
- He now employed the bougie again, and 
was able to pass one of a size a good deal 
larger than the smallest ; but' after using 
it for many months, the progress, by 
means of the bougie, was very small. His 
complaints at Bristol gradually increased 
upon him, and he tried various medicines 
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without any advantage ; the discharge of 
mucus from the bladder; and the frequency 
of making water, as well as the constitu- 
tional irritation, in the form of ague, at last 
became so violent, that in September, 1798, 
he returned to town. 

At this time he was deprived of every 
comfort of society ; he never passed twenty- 
four hours without a rigor, and when that 
went off was still in a state of irritation. 
The use of the Caustic was. jesumed, and 
continued at the intervals of one, two, three, 
or four days, according to circumstances, 
till April 1799V at which period the symp- 
toms were so much relieved, that he could 
retain his water six or eight hours, had no 
returns of feverish paroxysms, the mucus, 
was not present in his water, and his appe- 

* 

tite was good, although the bougie or cathe- 
ter could not be passed into the bladder. 

Under these circumstances I advised his 
going into the country, and that he should 
return in seven or eight months. Such, 
however, was the benefit he had received, 
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and such the unwillingness to submit again 
to a severe operation, that he neglected this 
advice, and did not return till April, 1801, 
and this more from being called by other 
business, than the symptoms of his com- 
plaint. 

At this time he suffered very little ; but 
still as no instrument could be passed into 
the biadderj he was naturally kept in a 
state of alarm. 

After making one or two trials, 1 was 
now enabled to pass a catheter into the 
bladder, and in three weeks time to enable 
him to pass one of a common size. I have 
$een him since, and he declared himself 
free from all complaint in those parts, 

. Case V, 

A gentleman, in the year 1779, when 
scarcely sixteen years of age, contracted at 
gonorrhoea ; the inflammation in the ure- 
thra was unusually severe, and lasted for 
nine or ten months. Even at this period the 
pain was not entirely gone, and the discharge 
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was very profuse. These latter symptom! 
were termed a gleet, and continued for 
three years before they disappeared ; the 
mode by which they were removed was the 
uw of astringent injections, and to this 
treatment they yielded in the month of 
January, 1783, 

About a month after the discharge was 
stopped, it was perceived that the urine was 
voided more frequently than usual, and re- 
quired an effort to throw it out, and that the 
stream was contracted in size. To ascertain 
the cause of these symptoms, the urethra 

* 

was examined by a small bougie, which was 
readily passed into the bladder ; they were 
therefore considered as arising from spasm; 
the canal being pronounced free from any 
stricture. The treatment proposed was di- 
lating with mucilaginous drinks combined 
with nitre. 

, In the course of six months these symp- 
toms were so much increased, that it be- 
came necessary to pass a small gum elastic 
bougie previously to making water, and if 
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this was n&glected, suppression came on; 
iand bften lasted from six to twelve hours, 
during whichperiod the patient's sufferings 
were very severe. K . 

At various times, between the year 1784, 
and 1788, by the advice of the most emi- 
neqt surgeons iri Dublin, he submitted to 
9 what was called a course of bougies, for 
months together, persisting in the practice 
of wearing them constantly, night and day ; 
but the relief he received was always tem- 
potary. In the beginning they produced 
uneasiness and irritation, but after some 
time a profuse discharge was brought on, 
and the pain subsided. To dilate the stric- 
ture beyond what would admit a moderate 
sized bougie he found to be impracticable, 
and whenever he left off the bougies for a 
fortnight or three weeks, the symptoms re- 
turned with more violence than before they 
were used. This made him despair of a 
cure, and led him to seek only for relief 
from the violence of the symptoms. With 
this view he adopted the use of a small 
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elastic gum bougie, which was chiefly worn 
at night, secured by a cotton thread, and 
removed in the morning. By this practice 
there was kept up a considerable discharge, 
without pain, and he was enabled to pass 
his urine with tolerable ease through the 
day, living freely, and using a good deal of 
exercise, both on horseback and on foot. 
He went on in this way for six years, occa- 
sionally leaving off the use of the bougie 
for a few days ; nor did he find in that time 
that the disease had made any considerable 
progress. In 1795 he was under the neces- 
sity of going through a course of mercury 
for another disease, which so much increased 
the irritability of the urethra, that the small 
elastic gum bougie gave considerable pain 
while retained. By degrees it passed with 
more difficulty, and at last was stopped, at 
7 inches from the external orifice. At this 
time he made water frequently during the 
night, in a small forked stream ; and after 
any irregularity in his mode of living, there 
was a considerable pain and difficulty in 

H 
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voiding it. The membranous part of the 
urethra, when felt externally, was hard and 
tumid. 

In February, 1796, he accidehtally met 
with my publication on this disease, which 
induced him to put himself under my care. 

On the 6th of July, 1796, the urethra was 
examined by a bougie. The external ori- 
fice was very small, giving the idea that 
the urethra was naturally so formed. A 
bougie of a size to fill this orifice passed 
only s inches; the caustic was therefore 
applied to this obstruction. The effects 
were by no means severe ; the third appli- 
cation allowed the bougie to pass through. 
This was attended with severe pain, and 
great irritation ; on attempting to pass the 
bougie two days after through this part, 
the pain was insufferable, and brought on 
chordee ; the parts were therefore left to 
recover themselves. At the erfd of three 
weeks the use of the caustic was resumed to 
a second stricture at 5^- inches, which, af- 
ter three applications of the armed bougie, 
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allowed it to pass on to 7 inches. The caus- 
tic was applied six times to this next stric- 
ture, and then the bougie went on to thd 
bladder. While the caustic was employed, 
the patient was very well on the days of 
the application, but had irritation on the 
alternate days, and a want of power to void 
the urine. This continued on the following 
morning, till the application was made; but 
five or six -minutes after, the bladder was 
. enabled to empty itself. 

The day after the bougie passed into the 
bladder he made water freely, but worse 
every succeeding day, and on the sixth there 
was a total suppression ; this was relieved 
bypassing a small gum-elastic catheter, and 
drawing off the water. 

It now appeared that the caustic had 
removed the spasmodic affection of the 
Stricture only, and N therefore the relief was 
momentary, the stricture itself not having 
been destroyed. 

On the ad of April the caustic was again 
applied to this stricture* and repeated every 

Ha 
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other day till the 2 1st ; at this time the symp- 
toms were much abated, but the stricture 
had in no respect given way. The applica- 
tions were therefore continued till the 11th 
of May, fthen the patient had occasion to go 

' ' into the country, and the symptoms were 

m now so much relieved as not to prevent him. 
In July he returned to town, with his 
bladder in a less tranquil state. A bougie a 
size larger than before was able to pass to the 
stricture at 7 inches, and after two or three 
times using it the irritation was diminished. 
The caustic was now, applied four days in 

' succession, then omitted one day, and in 

this way the application was continued for 
a fortnight, a freshly armed bougie being 
each time used to give it more effect. The 
bougie hovyever did not pass further, nor 
was there any material change in the symp- 
1 ' toms; but, from the impression of the stric- 
ture upon the end of the soft bougie, the 
aperture was evidently enlarged.* 

V 

* The caustic had in all, at this time, been applied 
about 51 times. 
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On the ist of September he went into 
the country, and in six weeks returned; 
the use of the caustic was resumed on the 
17th of October, and pursued every other 
day, with very few intervals, till the 3d 
of March, 1797, without any material ad- 
vantage, or my being able to pass either 
a bougie or catheter of any size into the 
bladder. * 

About this time he was attacked with £ 
violent cold or influenia, which was very 
prevalent, and his .general health was so 
much affected by it as to require change of 
air; on this account he went into the coun- 
try. After leaving town the difficulty in 
making water became very troublesome, 
which induced him to apply the armed, 
bougie himself every second or third day 
to the stricture at six inches, which took 
off the spasm. As he recovered his strength 

m 

this became less necessary, and for the re- 
mainder of the year 1797 and the whole of 

* From 17th of October, 1796, to 3d of March, 1797, 
the caustic was applied about 110 times. 
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the year 1798 he only had occasion to make 
these applications once in ten or twelve 
days, which always allayed the irritation, 
and disposition to spasmodic affection in 
the urethra. While in the country he lived 
temperately, but without any particular 
restraint, taking exercise freely, both on 
horseback and on foot. He lived with one 
woman, and found that emission was some- 
times imperfect, attended with pain. 

During the year 1797 he seldom had 00-? 
casion to make water during the night; but 
' in the year 1798 the inclination to void the 
urine became more frequent, and by the 
end of that year all his former symptoms 
had returned with so much violence, and 
caused so much distress, that it became ab- 
solutely necessary again to have recourse to 
the caustic* 

He returned to London in January, 1799, 
and upon examining the external orifice, it 
was now found capable of receiving a much 

* While he was in the country, the caustic was ap- 
plied by the patient 38 times. 
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larger sized bougie than formerly, and one 
of this size passed readily down for 3-^ 
inches, where it met with an obstruction. 
This circumstance induced me to believe 
that the whole canal, in consequence of the 
long continuance of irritation, had been 
diminished in its size ; that the strictures 
which had been considered as destroyed* 
were only partially acted on, their aperture 
being brought to the width of this con- 
tracted state of the urethra, but the dis- 
eased part not by any means deprived of 
ks power of contraction ; and that one 
effect of increasing the aperture of the 
strictures was disposing the more natural 
portions of the urethra to recover their 
' proper degree of relaxation. 

This view of the subject led to the opi- 
nion that it was necessary, for the removal 
of the spasmodic affections, that the stric- 
tures should be more completely destroyed, 
and that, however tedious this process 
might be, it was the only one by which 
the patient could be relieved. 
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On the 5th of January the caustic was 
applfed to the stricture at 3^ inches from 
the external orifice ; this was repeated five 
times on the alternate days, before the 
bougie passed through, but neither gave 
much pain or other uneasiness. The bougie 
now passed on to 4^, where there was ano- 
ther obstruction, which yielded to thre6 ap- 
plications. There was a third at &\ inches, - 
Which required about the same number ; 
at 6 inches there was a fourth obstruction, 
which yielded to five applications ; at 6J 
inches there was a fifth stricture, to remove 
which there was great difficulty.' The caus- 
tic was applied regularly to this stricture 
every other day from the 20th of February 
to the 24th of March, and then, instead of 
having gained upon it, an irritation took 
place upon the part at 6 inches, so as to 
prevent the bougie from passing beyond it. 
This made it necessary to apply the caustic 
to that part, and it was not till the end of 
May that the armed bougie could pass on 
to 6% inches. The armed bougie was now 
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applied to the stricture at 6£ inches, from 
the sd of June every other day, till the 26th 
of August, without any apparent alteration. 

For several months the patient had not 
been obliged to make water during the 
night, although the calls to do so were fre- 
quent during the day, attended with consi- 
derable irritation. The tepid salt water 
bath, heated to 90 , had been some time 
employed, on the days the caustic was not 
used, the patient remaining in it for fifteen 
minutes. It. seemed to soothe the parts; 
and render the constitution less liable to 
be affected by irritation. 

After so long a continuance of the use of 
the caustic, it was thought right to desist 
for some time, both with a view to see the 
effects of what had been done, and for a 
time to relieve the patient from the con- 
finement necessary for that process.* 

With a view to keep the parts as tranquil 
as possible in this interval, he abstained 

# From January 5th to August 26th, the caustic was 
applied 102 times. 
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entirely from the use of wine, lived princi- 
pally on a milk diet, and took twice a day 
twenty drops of the caustic alkali in milk 
and water ; but these means were attended 
with no benefit, for by the ist of October 
the symptoms had become too distressing 
to allow him to go on without returning to 
the use of the caustic. 

On the 9th of October a bougie was 
passed, which only went down 6 inches; a 
bougie of a larger size -was now employed, 
which was found to pass, without unusual 
pain or irritation, to the same distance. It 
was therefore resolved to make use of the 
largest sized armed bougie that could be 
passed, as the only means of completely 
subduing this obstruction at 6 inches, which, 
although it was considerably more open than 
at first, was not deprived of the power of 
contraction whenever it was left undis- 
turbed. 

This sized bougie was employed, armed 
with caustic, every other day till the 23d of 
October, when it was found that one of a 
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larger size could be used, which was done, 
and on the 4th of November we were 
enabled again to increase the size of the 
bougje. The great benefit which was de- 
rived from using these larger bougies was, 
that the pain and uneasiness in the urethra 
#ent entirely away, and never after return- 
ed, in the future progress of the cure ; there 
was only local pain from the immediate 
application of the caustic, which was not 
excessive. 

On the 1 4th of November the size of the 
aimed bougie was kgain increased, and still 
more so on the 20th of December, and the 
caustic was regularly applied every other 
day till the end of February, 1 800. Fronr 
the 9th of October to this time, the appli- 
cations were generally made to the stricture 
at 6 inches, but the bougie went on occa- 
sionally to that at 6£ inches ; when it did 
so, it gave the feel of passing over a piece 
pf elastic cartilage, or a tense string ; and 
it brought on so much irritation upon the 
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stricture in passing through it, that next 
time it always stopped there. 

On the 26th of February ■> the anterior 
parts of the urethra allowed the size of the 
bougie to be again enlarged, but it did not 
go farther than §\ inches. After resting 
there for a few seconds, it went on to the 
stricture at Q\ inches, but this brought on 
the spasm formerly mentioned, which pre- 
vented the armed bougie again from pass- 
ing through ; this circumstance took place 
three different times only, the other appli- 
cations being all entirely to the .stricture at 
5£ inches. On the 20th of April this stric- 
ture appeared entirely subdued, and the 
bougie met with no obstruction at 6 inches, 
but went on to the last at 6£, and the caus- 
tic was regularly applied to this till the 
30th of July. 

The caustic having been used so long, and 
the parts having been much relieved from 

* From October gth to July 30th, the caustic was 
applied 148 times. , 
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irritation, it became a question whether the 
stricture might not have been completely 
destroyed, and the instrument only pre- 
vented from going on into the bladder by 
the irregularity produced in the canal from 
the caustic destroying the diseased parts to 
a greater extent below than above. To de- 
cide this point, a catheter, whose curve was 
adapted to the natural turn of the urethra, 
was used, but could not be passed beyond 
the part where the bougie stopped. As it 
gave no pain and produced no great degree 
of uneasiness, it was repeated every day till 
the 15th of August, when it was left off for 
a fortnight, the patient passing every day 
a common bougie down to the stoppage at 
6f, to prevent any spasm or irritation from 
coming^ upon that part of the urethra. 

On the first of September, when the parts 
were considered to be in a sufficiently quiet 
state to admit of their being accurately ex- 
amined, a catheter was passed, and the finger 
introduced into the anus to guide the point 
of the instrument over any irregularities ; 
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but without effect. This examination w£« 
repeated three or four times, at intfemk of 
Several days, and as the instrument never 
Went further in any of these trials, it Was 
considered as a justification in renewing the 
Use of the caustic, as the only means of re-* 
moving the obstruction. The use of the 
caustic was resumed in November, and con- 
tinued occasionally till the end of December. 

From this time the use of the caustic wds 
continued, the catheter being occasionally 
passed, till the end of June, when, for the 
first time, the catheter went on about an 
inch further ; which led to the belief that 
the point rested on the external orifice of 
the bladder, at the entrance of which there 
is not uncommonly a little projection, and 
almost always so in patients whose urethras 
have been long diseased in consequence pf « 
strictures. * 

The catheter was now passed every third 
day, only down to this part ; sometimes it 

* From November to the end of June the caustic was 
used about 40 times. 
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brought on considerable irritation, at others 
it did not irritate, and then there was com- 
monly a slight haemorrhage, which relieved 
the parts. This plan was followed to the 
15th of August, and the absence of all un- 
easiness in the region of the bladder from 
the 4th of June confirmed the opinion, that 
there was now nothing but an irregularity 
at the neck of the bladder to be overcome. 
The parts were left to themselves for a 
fortnight, and this short interval brought 
back irritation in the neck of the bladder, 
frequency in making water, straining to 
void it, and general uneasiness ; so that 
there was reason to apprehend some of the 
former strictures had again been affected 
by spasm ; but upon passing a large sized 
catheter it went readily down to the same 
distance as before. This attempt was made 
on the 2d of September. The catheter was 
again passed on the 4th, the finger being at 
the same time introduced into the anus. The 
instrument seemed to pass more readily than 
it had done before, which led to the belief that 
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a smaller one would go on into the bladder. 
It Was therefore proposed to make the trial ; 
and it was found that a smaljL gum catheter 
with an iron stilet, on the fourth trial, 
guided by the finger from behind, passed 
into the bladder. This was effected on the 
13th of September, and was attended with 

very little irritation; the same catheter 

* ,. 

passed next day without any assistance 
from behind. On the 16th a large iron 
sound, whose surface being quite smooth 
gave it an advantage over the catheter, the 
eyes of which are apt to catch upon any ir- 
regularity, passed with ease into the blad- t 
^der. After this a common sized catheter 
could be passed very readily, and when it 
had been used seven different times on the 
alternate days, the patient was enabled to 
do it himself. He was advised to continue 
its use in the same manner, till the parts 

» 

should lose the present induration, and ir- 
regularity of surface ; experience in other 
cases having ascertained, that these parts do 
recover themselves under such treatment. 
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fh thfe'tttefe the cdtistic had been applied, 
in thfe tbtittfe bf six yteart, to the different 
rtrfettifess J\JB6 timfes, before they were suf- 
fitfentty tetnoVed to allow an instrument of 
a tolerable size'td pads into the bladder. 

In 1803 this patient continued free from 
any relapse, but was under the necessity of 
passing a bougie daily, and leaving it in the 
urethra for half an hour, to keep the canal 
in a state of tranquillity ; for he found that 
when he omitted to do so, occasional symp- 
toms of irritation came on. 

In contemplating the sufferings of the 
patient during so long a period as six years, 
it may be observed, that few men would 
have had the same degree of perseverance, 
and that a cure was hardly worth so dear a 
price. This, however, is not by any means 
a just view of the case, since the whole 
time he was under this treatment he suf- 
fered less, both in body and mind, from 
the effects of the caustic, than he had done 
from the symptoms of the disease previous 

I 
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to its being adopted, and the degree of re- 
lief he received from the immediate effect 
of the applications upon the parts irritated, 
was more than sufficient to counterbalance 
the local pain it produced* 



a> 
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CHAPTER IV* 



THE EFFECTS OF LONG CONTINUANCE OF 
STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA UPON THE 
BLADDER. 

The symptoms belonging to the bladder, 
in consequence of stricture in the urethra, 
have been already treated of 5 at present it 
is only intended to take notice of those ef- 
forts of that viscus which produce a new 
and permanent disease. These are by no 
means the necessary attendants upon a 
stricture, but only the consequence of that 
disease having been so long continued, that 
the bladder becomes unable to carry on its 
functions without suffering some material 
injury, 

The bladder is liable to irritation in al- 
most all cases of stricture, but while there 
is Ho alteration of structure in any of its 
parts, as soon as the obstruction is removed, 

Is 
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it is capable of recovering itself. The length 
of time necessary for that purpose is found 
to differ acceding ftp jrtfc .Mture of the con- 
stitution, and violence of the symptoms; 
but the injuries to which the Madder is 
liable irom long continued strictures are 
attended with an alteration of structure, 
and therefore must, in all cases, require 

much tfroe for tt#ir mgovery ; i» some ijj- 

«t£ftc?g th? rpi^ehi^f is too great to admit 
$f $ sw?e, Tfae injuries I mean to notice 
ifi tto.4itfteeftJ; Sections of this Chapter ace, 
9 diseased state of the internal membrane, 
$nd an ulceration of itg cpats producing 
different effects, according to the situation 
<?f the ulcer. 

It pn*y be thought an omission not to in*- 
cluds, aippng these effects of stricture! the 
contracted state pf the bladder, which, is 
often met with. My reason for not doing 
50 is, that such contraction is only an effect 
of any continued irritation upon the inter- 
nal membrane, and not a diseased state of 
the muscular coats of the bladder ; it is, 
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therefore, strictly speaking, a symptom of 
an irritable bladder, and is relieved by 
whatever removes that disease. This is 
60 true, that in a case related in the Xllth 
Chapter of the present Volume, that viscus, 
after having been several years unable to 
hold more than three ounces of water, in 
the course of thi*ee weeks so far recovered 
itself as to hold half a pint. I have also 
known a case, where the bladder had be- 
come contracted, by a stone in its cavity 
keeping up a constant and violent irrita- 
tion ; after the operation for removfng the 
stone, the whole of the cavity was exa- 
irtined; which was not large enough to 
contain more than three ounces of water. 
Tfiis state of the bladder gave a very unfa- 
Wftfable prospect of the patient's recovery, 
or of the advantages to be derived from the 
dptoration ; but all that was necessary to 
ena&le- the blhdder to recover itself was the 
retSibvfrtg of the irritating cause; and in the 
course of two years, the improvement has 
been uniform and gradual, and the patient, 
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when remaining quiet, is enabled to retain 
the urine for four hours, and void at oqe 
time the quantity qf fiye pr six ounces. 



SECTION I. 

DISEASED St ATE OF THE INTERNAL MEM<« 
BRANE OF THE ^LARDER. 

This consequence of stricture is met with, 
most frequently, in persons between sixty 
and seventy years of age, the parts at that 
period being less able to recover them-? 
selves than earlier in life. I had met with 
the symptoms of this complaint in one or 
two instances, but could not imagine what 
was really the state of the bladder that 
produced them ; and the following case, in 
which I had an opportunity of examining 
the parts after death, was the first that gave 
me a complete knowledge of the disease* 
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Case I. 

A gentleman, sixty-seven years of age, 
had laboured under a stricture for thirty 
years. He was very nervous and of a delicate 
weakly constitution, and therefore had the 
symptoms with unusual violence. The blad- 
der had been so much irritated twenty years 
before I saw him, that Sir Caesar Hawkins 
had thought it right to sound him for the 
stone, which was done by a very small in* 
strument, but none was found. From that 
time he was in the habit of passing small 
bougies, sometimes into the bladder, at 
others only for a few inches down ; and 
whenever an irritation came upon the canal, 
he felt relief, both to the parts and to his 
mind, from the use of a bougie. He had 
had frequent alarms of a total suppression, 
but passing a bougie removed them. 

In May, 1797, he first put himself under 
my care. At that time he was much ema- 
ciated, very nervpus, and exceedingly weak; 
the urethra was naturally small, very irri~ 
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tabje, and there was a stricture two inches 
from the external orifice. This required six 
applications of the arm<?d bougie for its re-> 
moval ; and although \h$ pain of the caustic, 
or rather the alarm of what that p^in might 
be, had a great effect uppn his nerves, it ia 
np> respeqt increased the sy mptpms, but X9r 
tljer had 9 coni^ajy effect 7 

i\fter this stricture was i;enjpve<J, anpthejj 
\yajs met with at $£ inches ; this was de*? 
stroyed by ten applications of tjie armed 
bougie; and a t|hird,or the originalstricture, 
situated at 6£, was now within, the reach 
of the bougie* So long a propess in, a pa-* 
tient of this description had a considerable 
effect in increasing his nervous affections ; 
and when the armed bougie was applied to 
this stricture, he had the idea of a total sup- 
pression being a necessary consequence, and 
such is the effect of the mind upon the body, 
that he actually brought one on in the 
middle of the- night, which went off by 
passing a bougie. This was however pre- 
vented in future, by having a surgeon to 
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steep in the bpuse, for he never had a sup- 
pression when hie felt himself within reach 
of ws&tiincgi I« proof of this, it may be 
wenljoiged, that one day he conceived he 
had % suppression* and not knowing where 
\ might, be immediately found, became 
exceedingly anxious, and could not pass a 
drap>of urine. In this state he called upon 
j^ and^ accidentally found me at home ; 
be said he had a suppression, and' must 
faye died had he not been so fortunate as 
to find me* I begged of him to compose 
bjvnself, assured him that he could make 
water, very well, and that it was unneces^ 
sary for me to give him any assistance;. 
a£ ipy request he attempted to make water, 
a#d it passed without any difficulty, Thi* 
§tjpqUire required twenty applications of 
tl)6fiau$tK; for its removal. In consequence 
pf the. passage being made open the symp- 
tpjpft abated* but were not removed. The 
fjrftqyency in making water continued ; the 
JjWgest p?riod: it could be retained, during 
steep* o« wtett the ; mind was amused, was 
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2^ hours, and at other times he not un«* 
frequently made it every half hour. The 
urine very often was clear, pale, and lim- 
pid, what is commonly understood by urine 
of a person whose nerves are agitated ; 
<at other times, it deposited the different 
sediments met with in the urine of patients 
whose bladders are in a state of irritation. 
This led to the belief that an ulcer had 
formed in the internal membrane, an opi<* 
nion I endeavoured to controvert, upon two 
grounds; the one, that the same appearances 
had been met with where no ulcer had form- 
ed ; the other, that the discharge, which was 
now occasional, in that case should be con- 
stant. It became a question whether a stone 
might not be the cause of the symptoms 
continuing. The bladder Was examined by 
drawing off the water through a flexible 
gum catheter, and applying the point of it 
to the different parts of its internal surface 
while in a contracted state ; no stone could 
be felt, but there seemed to be an extreme 
tenderness wherever the instrument touched* 
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A bougie was passed once every two 
tjaonths, to ascertain that there was no re- 
turn of the stricture. 

The winter of 1798 was uncommonly 
severe, which increased all the symptoms, 
and -even brought on strangury, which I 
bave already stated to be a common symp- 
tom of an irritated bladder, from whatever 
cause it may arise. In January, 1799* the 
patient's house caught fire in the evening, 
which agitated his nerves very much, as 
well as exposed him to the effects of cold. 
In February the frost became very intense, 
and his stranguries were so severe as to 
require the water being drawn off, which 
was done by his servant when it was found 
necessary. 

On the 1st of March he deceived himself, 
as well as his servant, into a belief that he 
had made water several times in the night ; 
but when I saw him in the morning, he was 
in the state of stupor attendant upon an 
overcharged bladder, which made me doubt 
his having made any ; I therefore drew it 
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off, and the quantity was double what he 
had at any one time retained for some yeafrs. 
Emptying the bladder took off the stupor, 
bat it soon after returned, and in thirty-six 
hours he (Red. 

On examining the body after death-, the 
kidtoeys and ureters were neatly in a natu- 
ral state. The coats of the bladder were of 
nearly twice therrnatural thickness; but the 
internal membrane was not rugous, which 
iff a consequence of the muscular coat hav- 
ing become fasciculated. The internal sur* 
face of the bladder, cursorily examined, wias 
soft, and nearly of its natural appearance^ 
only unusually vascular. When examined 
with more attention Abating in water, it 
was found to have lost the natural polish as 
well as smoothness, and to be of a spongy 
texture. 

The prostate gland was in a small degree 
enlarged, and when inflamed might have 
caused the suppressions immediately pre- 
ceding the patient's death. 

The space formerly occupied by two of 
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the etoriet«res was very readily discerned ; 
hwt the a lighter ones had left no appearance 
whatever. Where the one nearest the blad- 
der had been, the coats of the urethra were 
consolidated, tendering the parts less yield- 
tag tba« natural, but the surface of the 
canal at that part had the same polish as 
th? rest, and was one continued membrane, 
only of a lighter colour, and more transpa- 
rent ; in the situation of the other, the same 
appearances were met with in a slighter 
degree. 

la this case, the stricture had brought on 
a diseased state of the internal membrane 
of the bladder, which had never after reco- 
vered itself. 

Case 11/ 

A gentleman, who lived about ten miles 
from London, sixty-three years of age, con- 
sulted me on account of a disease supposed 
to be in the neck of the bladder. The symp- 
toms he principally complained of were pe- 
riodical attacks of irritation in the bladder, 
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evidently attacks of inflammation on the 
inner membrane of that viscus, attended 
with great frequency of making water, 
strangury, and a discharge of gluey viscid 
mucus* Two of these attacks had been so 
severe that his life was despaired of. On 
examining the urethra, there were evidently 
two strictures, which appeared to me the 
cause of the symptoms in the bladder/ and 
he put himself under my care for their re- 
moval. While under the use of the armed 
bougie he had two or three attacks of 
ague, but all the symptoms in the bladder 
gradually diminished, and when the stric- 
tures were removed he returned into the 
country. About a fortnight after he left 
town, in one night there was a sudden 
change in the temperature of the air, and 
the thermometer sunk to 25 . This had an 
immediate effect on his bladder, and brought 
on an attack of inflammation. To remove 
this I directed the use of opiate clysters, 
the first of which gave immediate ease; 
but so much was the medical attendant 
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alarmed by the constipation it produced, 
that they were not persevered in, and the 
patient died* 

On examining the body, the only morbid 
appearance was an inflamed state of the 
internal membrane of the bladder, similar 
to that in the last mentioned case. 



Case III. 



The following case I am particularly 
anxious to lay before the public, for several 
reasons. It is one which Daran, and every 
surgeon of eminence since his time, had 
taken charge of without success. It is one 
in which Mr. Hunter tried the caustic with- 
out performing a cure ; and this failure was 
made so generally known, that it went a 
great way in throwing the use of the caustic 
in cases of stricture into discredit. It is one 
in which another surgeon gave an opinion, 
that a perseverance in the use of the small 
bougie would succeed, as in his practice it 
had never failed ; and yet this mode of 
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treatment, although tried to the utmost, did 
not answer. Besides these reason*, it is so 
accurately and so well drawn up by the 
patient himself, that it states the whole of 
the case in the most comprehensive man- 
ner, which is not done in any of the cases 
in the former Volume, from Want of the 
same means ; and as such a diary, in a work 
of this kind, must be of great use, I avail 
myself of this opportunity of supplying it. I 
regret exceedingly that it should be classed 
under the present Chapter, as it would have 
gratified me highly that this patient should 
have passed the rest of his life free from 
complaint. 

Case of a General Officer, drawn up 

by himself. 

Having been afflicted with complaints 
in the urethra since the year 1770, in 
the year 1793 the canal was almost closed, 
the scrotum swelled to an enormous size; 
and in a few days burst, when more thaw 
half a pint of matter and blood issued from 
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the wound, and a mortification ensued, which 
the faculty thought (as I have since known) 
would end In my death ; yet, with good 
stamina, I got over this crisis ; and by per- 
severance in the use of the bougie obtained 
a tolerable passage, and, after more than 
twelve months confinement, I found myself 
so much recovered as to ride on horseback 
thirty miles without halting, and this too 
more than once, without the smallest incon- 
venience. Finding myself tolerably well, 
unfortunately I neglected the use of the 
bougie totally, till, in 1796, 1 found myself 
again attacked with a difficulty of passing 
niy urine ; and, to my surprise, when I at- 
tempted to pass a bougie into the bladder, 
I could not succeed. I then commenced 
again the bougie process, but after repeated 
attempts, and those for a continuance of 
eighteen months, I could never pass a bou- 
gie into die bladder of the smallest size. 
In May, 1798, the surgeon who then at* 
tended me, and who was a person for whom 
I had a particular friendship, seeing that all 

K 
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his endeavours had been fruitiest asked mis 
if I had ever read Mr. Homas publication 
upon the Diseases of the V«ethraM haiiww 
Btit the second editioa ? because that icon* 
tains more cases than ths fiust. No, 1 fcaA 
not read the second edition; but 1 had at* 
ijivineibjte objection, to any trjal of the canst 
tic, because I bad suffiwed so much undes 
Mr. Hunter's appfeatioa o£ it, for seventy 
days, aod without: the least ground being 
gained, that I was resolved rarer to try it 
again, But my friend uyged to me to read 
this book, and there I should find that Mr. 
Home had very much improved upon, Mjy 
Hunter's practice,, and had performed! such 
cures, that he thought I Should be induced' 
to change my opinion. I immediately sent 
for the book, and read it twice through, 
most attentively : relying upon the fidelity 
of these reported cases, I told my friend, the 
surgeon, that I had altered my opinion, and 
should consult/Mr. Home the v$ry next day. 
May 29, l^&r-Mn Home attended me, 
aod probed the urethra with an enprmou* 



■ liBHtBAAHB 10* THE BLABDElt. 131 

stead bougie ; it did not enter three indies. 
He thsn introduced his caustic bougie (al- 
most as large). The extension caused by 
the tijee; of • the bougie- gave me pain, but 
that wftrieti ai-csfc frdrii the application of 
tlwcauMKc was nothing, in comparison; 
sattttM, that f did not know that his se- 
conjftittigte was armed with it. The whole 
operation was less than two minutes. In 
tewthafr t«n mwofes the pain subsided; 
oq*f Heaving a smarting in the urethra. 
; WilWnan hour I experienced much pain 
in U7" left thigh and leg, and this was so 
intense that I coUkl not close my eyesf -dur- 
ing tb*^ night; ' ':...». "■ 

Mwf soi^Thepam inmyiegatidthigh. 
evtwinsly severe-, matte- water more fre^ 
cfiOrttiy siwctf^fhc ^pplicalion Of-the causticy 
fturfr fioM^d) very ihatBr»tty. I' had little 
or n*4witation in^he urethra, uncommon^ 
lain toW, in casefr such as mine': 7 if it had 
ktfteiefc for ttoe>pa%» in the kg (supposed; 
t*b« rhttmiatic), l' should have declared 
Mj»eff muertea6ier since the application of 
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the caustic. The pain in the leg not sup*- 
posed to have any relation by sympathy 
with the operation on the urethra* 

May 31.— Mr. Home attempted to probe 
the urethra ; when he withdrew his probing 
bougie, much blood followed. He would 
not introduce his caustic to-day ; his rea~ 
son, that the slough from the former appli- 
cation had not separated. 

The pain in the leg equally violent; that 
in the thigh somewhat abated, but no sleep. 

June i.— -Made water very often, but 
without much difficulty; scarce any stream. 
The pain in my leg very violent, but seems 
shifted. Fomentations, &c. were used. 

June a.— Got a little sleep ; the pain in 
my leg not quite so intense. This morning 
the caustic was applied to the first stricture. 
Home said it was a fair application, about 
a minute; when he withdrew it, blood fol- 
lowed. I felt some considerable sensation 
for a quarter of an hour from the effect of 
the caustic. Blood flowing I only men- 
tion as a circumstance to relate, not as a 
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mischief, nor even an inconvenience; on 
die contrary, it was stated to me rather as 
a proof " that the caustic had acted on the 
stricture." I have a considerable mucous 
sediment in my urine, but it is only appa- 
rent from twelve to twenty-four hours after 
the application ; it is not adhesive, as I have 
experienced, nor offensive in smell, as it 
often happened, nor was the quantity nearly 
so much as I had formerly observed. The 
urine has a faint smell, resembling that 
which is made by a person in health, when 
he first makes water after eating of aspa- 
ragus. 

N. B. Before the application of the caus- 
tic I had, after sitting a very few hours, a 
swelling of the scrotum, which always 
subsided within an hour or two after being 
in bed ; but that swelling has not since 
happened. 

June 3^— The rheumatic pain continues; 
on that account I have very little sleep. 
The urine does not pass so freely ; a small 
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degree of irritation is felt, which occasions 
frequent attempts to make water ; Jt its; 
changed in colour, small drops of blood 
passing with it, and the smell worse than 
yesterday. The fistula in the perineum 
is open, but very little water o?r matter 
issues from it ; yet ju$t enough' to* yrpt th$ 
lint which I always wear<Jver it,- 

June 4.— This morning I complained tq 
Mr. Home of the symptoms of yesterday \ 
he saw blood on my shirt, which had, phased 
involuntarily. I stated to him «ldo v that I 
felt a swelling in the urethra* about three 
inches down, where I supposed the caustic 
had acted ; both thp surgeons felt the part, 
but did ttot appear to join in my opiriion : 
however^ Mr. Home would not try the 
caustic to-day. He examined my urine; 
and although there was much mucu$> ob- 
served it was nothing in comparison to 
what we both must remember to hava seen 
in my case. 

The rheumatism continuing, I obtain 
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r^Httkreat^ before I began the use of 
thebiustic I slept well ; but I had not then 
any rheumatism. .; 

hine §j-l-A very restless 'night. Rheu- 
matism sevbf e, arid the pain in the urethra 
increased; blood in small (quantities passing 
with the urine t much irritation^ and very 
little water made^ , There was a phimosis 
over the glaris of the penis./ Whan I men- 
tinted this circumstance, both surgeons felt 
the urethra, &nd found that swelling which 
I had before mentioned . Blood , a 1 1 i mes* 
pozing. The.Urine fcf yesterday* which was 
pwposely^ept, was^then ffoured into ano- 
thc&fy&son*»aftd there remained, an dstonishr 
h^gl (Quantity ofraAicua, tfrtd itjiad a srtiell 
art wrtrfemely offensive; x hat we w^re obligfed 
4&p*ifify th0 chantbef . Mr. Home candidly 
dfclared, thftt . all these unpleasant symp- 
toms wfera to bei afscribed to the operation 
ef the caustic, \Vhich had created an inflam- 
natioh in the urethra, and which he said 
wtould go off in two or three days ; .that we. 
bQtk yttR kjnew the irritable state .of my 
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bladder, and that the first operation of the 
caustic affected men differently. Many 
were attacked with the fever and ague, 
which were the symptoms he most dis- 
liked ; with me it attacked the bladder; but 
as soon as a discharge should flow from the 
urethra, the inflammation would gradually 
subside ; that there was nothing to be done 
but remain quiet, and keep the body open 
with my opening pills. My being habitu- 
ally so very temperate, no advice was ne- 
cessary as to eating or drinking ; but to bt 
very careful to guard against getting a 
cold. The further use of the caustic was 
deferred until a more favourable moment. 1 
Here I must observe, that I obtained Mr. 
Home's consent to attempt to pass a bougie. 
Now it must be remarked, that before I com- 
menced the use of the caustic I could with- 
out difficulty pass a middling sized bougie 
betwixt six and seven inches: I this day 
tried, and could not pass one beyond three 
inches and a half; so that, in fact, the 
operation of the caustic has produced an 
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obstruction at that distance, which I never 
experienced before. When I withdrew the 
bougie it was turned at the point, and had 
the same appearance of having been ob- 
structed in its progress, as when I was 
accustomed to withdraw the bougie at six. 
inches and more. 

1 supposed, that if I was a young man 
and labouring under my present inflamma- 
tion, a chordee would be the consequence : 
I stated the question ; Home said, most 
certainly. 

I cannot help thinking that if a bougie of 
a more moderate size had been used, the 
inflammation would have been much less. 
I knew the irritability of my bladder, and 
previously mentioned my apprehension of 
the consequence to my surgeon, who told 
Mr. Home the apprehensions I had of 
this enormous bougie. He said, " I don't 
think a smaller would be effectual ; I 
. have tried it lately with a gentleman from 
the East Indies, but afterwards had to go 
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over the operation again* Igr befog, oblige^ 
tpuse the larger £ . bougie." ..;: ... j . .. , . . ? !X * 
n? Rheumatism von tinues seyeue* 
.Jupe 6.-^Th&:infJamma^o» in the ure? 
thra etill.conti^ues; very frequent incite-* 
tfcfns to urine ; always passed* a small qttan* 
tity of water, and without any great effort. 
The phimoses . increase^ hanging down 
above half ^an inch below jhe end of the 
penis, which ,wa$ itself somewhat swelter 
zndywy tender jif pressed ^t the part in* 
flamed. The urine to-day much more in 
quantity, of better colour, and not so oflfen-* 
§ive in smell ; ; though, after standing some 
time, there appeared a great sediment of 
piucus, and that adhesive to the vessel 
jyhiqh contained it I took an opening; pity 
yesterday,' which produced the effect •?*«? 
quired, three lax motions. To add to my 
sufferings, the rheumatism extremely pain- 
ful and without ceasing ; no rest ; worst in 
the night. Drops of blood on my shirt 
from the wound in the urethra, but lefts 
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than the; preceding day. Very little ap- 
petite. 

June 7.— Had rather more sleep than fop 
several nights past ; but it was not sounds 
^refreshing sleep, being obliged to urine very 
jDften in the night. The phimosis decreased* 
Vut the urethra still inflamed. Both sifl> 
geone visited me; made Water under their 
Inspection* small in quantity, but a stream 
beyond their most sanguine expectations. 
Mr. Home proposed on Saturday to renew 
the application of the caustic ; I replied, 
that if the inflammation in the urethra was 
subsided by Sunday I would then make 
^Aother trial. Not near so much sediment 
$ft the water, nor the smell in any degree 
ft^bad; and this change in the urine; Mr. 
Home said, was another proof that our un- 
favourable symptoms must be imputed to 
the caustic. He expects that before Sun- 
day the discharge of blood will cease, and 
a(discharge resembling that from suppura- 
tion will ensue. 
• June 8.— Rheumatism very afflicting. 
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The inflammation in the urethra decreased ; 
the phimosis less. Very frequent irritation 
to make water, but urine without difficulty ; 
the water passing in a very tolerable stream, 
considering the very small quantity of wa~ 
ter which , is evacuated each time ; very 
great sediment of mucus, but the smell not 
so offensive. This evening took a warm 
bath ; found myself relieved whilst in the 
water, and passed a better night than since 
my first attack ; had some intervals of re- 
freshing sleep. My body kept very open 
by the pills. 

June 9.— In the morning, and indeed un- 
til evening, much relieved from rheumatic 
pains ; at night they returned as violent as 
ever. The inflammatory symptoms in the 
urethra almost at an end : make water fre- 

m 
/ 

quently, and without any straining. I find 
it best to take diluting liquors in more than 
ordinary quantity, but not to any great de- 
gree. Bad night's rest. 

June 10.— This morning both surgeons 
attended me ; I stated my situation* All 
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the disagreeable symptoms of the urethra 
had subsided : I was ready again to receive 
the caustic, provided Mr. Home thought it 
would be proper to pursue the use of it 
whilst I was under so severe an attack of 
the rheumatism ; he pitied my sufferings, 
but said it would not interfere with the 
operations of the caustic : then I determined 
to proceed. He introduced his probe bou- 
gie ; with some exertion it passed the first 
stricture at 3 inches, and he persisted to 
conduct it to a second stricture at 44 inches. 
It gave me infinite pain, for a very short 
period. He was highly pleased with this 
day's application, and for this reason, that 
it would convince me that the sound part of 
ttiy urethra would admit a bougie as large 
as that which had been introduced, and that 
as one stricture was destroyed he could pass 
on to another; thus proving, that the inter- 
mediate space betwixt each stricture was 
not affected. This day's operation has cerv 
tainly convinced me of the truth of his 
reasoning, and has enlivened my hopes of 
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akimate success: : l asVed of him; if the pairf 
wdtild be 'greater as we proceeded, and if t 
was at each stricture to expect such conse-> 
quences as I experienced with the first? He? 
thought not, and that the farther we ad-< 
vanoed the <>peration ( would be less paihfbL 

No cAustic was tised to-^ay . He reminded 
ftte tfeat the first stricture had been passed, 
With only twice' torching it with the oaps^ 
tic. He observed to me, that those strict 
tures which render most acute pain t^thtf 
patient from the caustic most readily yteki 
a passage. 

N- B. The fistula is closed, so that neither 
water nor matter has oozed from it in thesg 
last twenty *-four hours. ? » 

June 11.— The rheumatic pain not 4 quite 
so severe. No uneasiness in the urethra* 
but very frequent inclination to pass urkfe, 
sometimes every half hour, but the water* 
passes without effort ; yet in the course of 
this night I slept better than since my be* 
ing attacked with the rheumatism. Th* 
state of the urine much altered foF th* 



r 
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better, ye$ still much sediment after it has 
been kept 'twelve hours. Body open. 

June i-gi.-4-Hapie passed hie probe bougie 
*0 tbe -storicture at 4f kiefeei; it gave me 

* . r 

graft pain, but not so rftucH aa the last timtt 
he- introduced It; When he withdrew 'M 
(fee en* of the bodgie vfas- ttiueh jagged; 
bearihg evktent iwf ks vrl^rfr it had pressed 
eft the- stricture ; he then introduced his 
eaustie bougie; which was applied to the? 
stricture about half a minute and therrmth- 
drewn. I felt i* operating powerfully ; sofcii 
After some dtops of blood followed; amf 
eoritinued v^iy gently to ooze from the 
drifiee of the penis for mafty hours, accom* 
parted 'with heat and uneasy sensatibn. 
Mfttfowe told me that he thought ht now 
saw bis way. I was very glad 1 to hear hm* 
express such an opinion; ; ' 

June 13. — Rheumatic pain rather cfimi- 
aishech felt my selfless iricommbded during 
tffe night, but my deep was not sound; 1 
frequent irritation to make water, passing 
tort Utile* at a time ; yet it. was without 
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straining. Body open, taking a pill or two 
to produce this effect almost every othe* 
day ; much stress is laid upon this point* 

June 14.— Had some sleep in the early 
part of the night, but in the morning found 
myself uneasy ; 1 had more than once at* 
tempted to urine, and it only issued by 
drops. The phimosis appeared* I men- 
tioned these circumstances to Home; he 
examined the parts, saw no inflammation 
in the glans of the penis, and when he 
pressed the urethra I felt no great degree 
of pain ; he said he saw nothing to prevent 
him from continuing the application of the 
caustic. " Since that is your opinion," I 
said, " proceed;" at the same time I dreaded 
the operation. He advanced his probe bou- 
gie 5 inches ; I could feel it pass the stric- 
tricture ; it gave me exquisite pain for the 
moment: he then introduced his caustic, 
and continued it for Jthree quarters of a 
minute; it passed 5^ inches. The pain 
from the operation of the caustic is not 
so severe as the pain from the distension 
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occasioned by the probe bougie ; the latter 
certainly widens the passage, so that the 
chief pain arising from the caustic bougie 
is that of burning the diseased part of 
the urethra, which perhaps is not so sen- 
sibly alive as the sound part. After he 
withdrew his bougie, he observed some 
slough upon it, which he supposed might 
have obstructed the passage, and occasioned 
that difficulty of which! had this morning 
complained. He was pleased with the pro- 
gress ; and then said to me, that knowing 
as he did, how many years I had laboured 
under this complaint, he did not expect the 
the strictures would have so readily yielded 
to the caustic. Blood did not issue imme- 
diately after the operation, but in less than 
a quarter of an hour it began to drop freely. 
About an hour and half after the applica- 

» 

tioa I had an inclination to urine ; I was 
in doubt whether I should succeed ; but 
I did, and in a tolerable stream for the 
quantity I made, having first passed some 
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coagulated blood ; very great heat in making 
water. 

June 15. — Had the best night's rest that 
I have experienced'Since the use of the caus- 
tic: I am convinced that my want of rest 
has proceeded from the extreme severity of 
my rheumatic complaint, and not frorti the 
use of the caustic. The smell of the urine, 
always to me so indicative of the state of 
the bladder, is now but very faint, and the 
sediment, after being kept twenty-four 
hours, in the hot weather of June, is but 
little, and that little not adhesive. I re- 
marked this morning, as a thing to me very 
uncommon, haying had four hours sound 
sleep. I urined in a continued stream, and 
that so large (for me) as to be a matter of 
great satisfaction, because it was a proof 
that my urinary passage was not in fact so 
generally obstructed, as I had reason to ap- 
prehend. Body kept open. 

June 16. — Very early this morning I 
awaked extremely indisposed in my sto- 



.MEMBRANE OF THE BLADDER. 147 

toach; I drank most copiously of warm 
water, and filled two large wash-hand ba- 
sons with what I brought up, perfectly 
cleansing my stomach, This vomiting is 
not to be attributed to the use of the caus- 
tic : I am of a bilious habit, and generally 
once in six weeks am relieved by the dis- 
charge of it, in this simple manner. The 
caustic was applied this morning near a 
minute ; pain exquisite for a very short pe- 
riod ; it went up 5^ inches. It appeared 
most incontrovertibly, by the end of the 
probe bougie, that it had entered into the 
stricture, as the impression of that entry was 
left on the end of the bougie. The pain 
did not continue so long, after the use of 
the caustic, as on former applications. In 
about five minutes after it was withdrawn, 
blood began to pass out of the orifice of the 
penis. There remained an irritation in the 
urethra for many hours. 

June 17. — Very indifferent rest, making 
water very often during the night- The 
ftrotujm was swelled : I do not consider thi$ 

L 2 
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as arising from the caustic, but from the 
pressure of my seat. I cannot sit with com- 
fort on a flat surface, (there is a hardness, 
probably arising from the cicatrix of the 
Wound formerly mentioned), so that I am 
obliged to use a thick cushion, with a square 
piece cut out in front, in order that the scro- 
tum may be pendant. This sort of swelling 
has happened frequently, and subsided after 
I had' been in bed an hour or more ; but 
little pain attends this swelling. About noon 
I became composed, and felt myself more , 
free from pain or uneasy sensation, than at 
any time since I commenced the use of 
the caustic. 

/ 

/ 

June 18. — I had a remarkably good night, 
made water only foufr times, and without 
any exertion. Mr. Home repeated his ap- 
plication, and went only to the former stric- 
ture ; he had no expectation of passing it ; 
but it was again evident that he had pene- 
trated into it, by the appearance of the 
probe bougie when withdrawn. Reflection 
convinced me, that I could only obtain 
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relief in proportion as the caustic operation 
destroyed the stricture; therefore, painful 
as it was, I determined with myself to 
endure the caustic in the urethra as long 
as I possibly could, that is to say, as long 
as my operator thought it necessary to keep 
it there; for I must acknowledge, that 
sometimes I requested him to withdraw 
it before he seemed disposed s6 to do ; and 
this day, without any observation from me, 
the caustic was continued in the urethra 
much longer than at any former applica- 
tion. I don't think the application itself 
. was quite so painful as some I had before 
experienced, yet bad enough; the actual 
burning of the caustic is most violent, on 
its first touching the flesh. I am persuaded 
that I should, upon the totality, feel the 
pain much less intense, if it was not the 
enormous size of the bougie ; it creates 
such a tension of the urethra, as to render 
k scarcely supportable. It was more than 
three hours after the application, before I 



1 
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made water. Here I must remark, that the 
canal of the urethra was almost closed; 
three parts in four of the urine I made 
was through the fistula, and it was voided 
after much straining. This was a circum- 
stance I had not observed before, for some 
weeks. The fistula was sometimes closed, 
sometimes open, but nothing issued from 
it more than would moisten the lint that 
covered it. In a few hours, when the coa- 
gulated blood shall have passed, I suppose 
the urethra will admit of a free passage for 
the urine by the natural channel. Body 
open, very quiet pulse, and no oppressive 
heat; notwithstanding it is the hottest day 
we have had this year, I have no perspira- 
tion about me, whilst every person who has 
called upon me to day has complained of 
the oppressive heat of the air. 

In about §\ hours I urined a second 
time, and With much difficulty; water mixed 
with blood, passed chiefly through the fis- 
tula, and in a very small quantity. I felt 
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that I had more urine to discharge ; I made 
a great strain, something of a soft substance 
was expelled from the orifice of the penis; 
immediately the water, issued from the 
natural channel, and in a tolerable stream. 
I felt myself abundantly relieved ; it was 
partly slough, and partly congealed blood. 
Rheumatism not quite subsided. 

June 19. — The operation of yesterday 
continues to be felt ; it has. been attended 
with more pain than any preceding appli- 
cation. I have had a swelling in the scro- 
tum, and a considerable difficulty in passing 
my urine, and yet after a tolerable night's 
rest I urined this morning in a stream so 
strong, that I was convinced there could 
be nothing very alarming. On those occa- 
sions, I generally could urine but a little, 
and even that little would not pass without 
straining. The water has a bad smell, and 
much sediment, resembling glue. I did not 
in this whole day recover tranquillity, such 
as in the intermediate time I usually accom- 
plished. The scrotum continued swelled, 
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not extremely painful, nor yet very hard. 
I am apprehensive that we must defer the 
use of the caustic on this account. 

June so. — I had what I consider a tole- 
rably good night's rest; Mr. Home was 
pleased with the following report. Urined 
at 10 last night, at 2, 4^, 8£, 11, and 1, 
which was only six times in fifteen hours. 
He said that when a patient declared a 
considerable diminution in the frequency 
of making water, he asked no other ques- 
tions ; for to his judgment, that was the best 
symptom. The swelling of the scrotum 
being much assuaged, he applied the caustic; 
he passed through the stricture to full 6 
inches. The operation very painful ; he 
kept the caustic almost a minute. He is 
quite satisfied with the general progress we, 
have made, which has exceeded his expect- 
ations. He expressed an opinion that the 
passage from the stricture at 6 inches, to 
the next may be so contracted, that the 
probe bougie could not immediately pass 
to it ; he has known it in many instances. 
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I hope his opinion will not be verified, and 
that we shall not meet with any difficulty 
until we come to the stricture at finches, 
which I have long known to be my grand 
obstacle to passing a bougie into the blad- 
der. Blood oozed from the orifice of the 
penis after the operation, but the pain, 
violent as it was, subsided within half an 
hour after the caustic was withdrawn. 

At half past three I made water, but the 
pain was extreme ; more blood than water; 
this happened whilst I was at the water 
closet. I had very uneasy sensations; at 
four o'clock I had a very severe fit of the 
ague ; it lasted with force until six, when 
the more violent effect began to subside. 
In the commencement I vomited a little, 
but it did not go kindly off my stomach ; 
about eight, I began to feel a gentle perspi- 
ration, and the pulse to moderate, but the hot 
fit was comparatively gentle; the perspiration 
was never so profuse as to render a change 
of linen necessary ; great thirst ; drank co- 
piously of weak orangade; urined very often, 
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for the ^"first four hours every half hour, 
always passing more blood than water, and 
in the intervals, great discharge of blood 
from the orifice ; this continued until past 
midnight, and then had not quite sub* 
sided. 

At eleven I took thirty drops of laudanum 
and was ordered an injection of fifty drops ; 
but as the parts became more tranquil, I 
did not use it ; took a purging pill to coun- 
teract the effect of the laudanum. I had 
very little sleep, and that little confused 
and disturbed ; at six o'clock, I found most 
of my feverish symptoms had subsided. 

June 21. — The desire to urine continued 
very violent ; the interval never exceeded 
an hour, , sometimes not half so long, I 
drank plentifully, and by that means the 
water passed tolerably easy, though there 
was so much coagulated blood mingled 
with it, that sometimes it required exertion 
to obtain a passage. I found myself much 
heated in the body, which I imputed to the 
opium; the pill which I took last night 
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produced not any effect, therefore at one I 
took a dose of anniseed tincture of rhubarb, 
and about seven I had a very copious eva- 
cuation, which much relieved me; pulse 
moderate, and nothing particularly dis- 
tressing, but the extreme frequency of 
making water. Got some little sleep dur- 
ing the night. 

June 22. — Found myself this morning 
very costive; passed some little faeces, hard 
almost as marbles ; immediately took two 
table spoonfuls of the anniseed tincture of 
rhubard. When my surgeon called and heard 
my. report, he was not surprised ; these 
agues being frequently the concomitants of 
the operation. Two things he very parti- 
cularly recommended, keeping my body 
open, and if the fit returned, to promote 
perspiration as much as possible, by keeping 
the body warm* and drinking copiously of 

* * 

some diluting liquors ; for he said a very 
profuse perspiration would probably pre- 
vent the return of an ague fit, until after 
we had passed another stricture. He was 
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not at all dismayed at this little impediment 
to our progress, he hadexpected it sooner ; 
he had indeed told me as much, and his book 
mentions many cases, in which the ague 
fits appeared. He advised a clyster of warm 
water and oil, to cool the parts adjacent ; 
this was performed immediately after he 
left me, The consequence was, that I 
passed a considerable quantity of hard faeces 
which in some degree had barred up the 
passage; when it came away, I felt my 
body much relieved. A total loss of appe- 
tite since the ague fit ; very little sleep 
during the night; my skin dry; pulse irre- 
gular ; upon the whole very restless, with a 
violent partial head-ach ; the same symp- 
toms continuing, a strong purge was pre- 
scribed* but as I had eaten much fruit, did 
not then take it. The only alteration I ob- 
served in myself was, I had not the desire 
to urine quite so often as on the preceding 
days. 

June 2.3. — At three this morning took 
the purge, which in the course of the day 
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operated five or six times, so as perfectly 
to empty the bowels. To day for the first 
time I could eat some chicken, and took a 
large quantity of chicken broth, made very 
palatable ; the. feverish symptoms abated, 
but still restless; however I passed a more 
comfortable night than I expected, having 
had some sleep ; the head ache not quite so 
violent. 

June 24, — I found myself better to day, 
than since the attack of the ague. The 
head ache much diminished, and a general 
moisture pervading my whole frame, eat 
some chicken with appetite, and took a 
good quantity of nourishing broth ; less 
irrigation, sometimes two, and once three 
hours intervened betwixt the times of 
making water. After keeping my bed since 
Wednesday, I found myself able to dress 
and to take the air in my carriage. Mr. 
Home said, that on Wednesday he thought 
of renewing the application of the caustic. 

N 

June £5.— Did not go to bed till past 
three, and jhad more rest than for many 
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nights past ; the head ache no longer affects 
me. The same intervals continuing betwixt 
the time of making water, but that which 
I do pass is very turbid, appearing as if 
mixed with blood, and my shirt stained 
with a red tinge. After the urine of yester- 
day had stood four hours, there was no 
longer any sediment, such as, more or 
less, I have perceived every day for many 
months ; but there was a considerable quan- 
tity of gravel. This was quite a new 
symptom, as it is now many years since 
I have passed any thing of the kind. Went 
out this evening in my carriage ; had more 
sound good sleep last night, than for many 
months ; I marked down the hours when I 
made water, because the change is so great, 
10 P M, 2 A M, 7^ and 10 A M; so that I 
only urined four times in twelve hours. 

June 26. — More gravel in my water than 
even yesterday, and no sediment, but the 
urine still extremely turbid, and the shirt 
stained with blood. Body open, having had 
two motions from a single pill which I 
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took last night ; no feverish heat remaining. 
It is impossible for me to chase from my 
mind, the torture I shall suffer to morrow ; 
but I must endure it, as without the ap- 
plication of the caustic there can be no 
cure. 

June 27. — Slept well, was six hours with- 
out any desire to urine. Mr. Home was 
surprised at the bladder having acquired 
490 much tranquillity, and said it was the 
best report I could possibly make in my 
situation. He performed the operation, and 
went 6% inches. I bore the pain resolutely, 
the caustic remained in longer than at any 
former trial. In less than five minutes 
after it was withdrawn, I felt scarce any* 
pain, except the smarting of the caustic, 
which was not severe ; upon the whole, 
this day's operation, which I so much 
apprehended, (on account of the ague fit 
attending the last introduction,) was at- 
tended with rather less pain than any 
preceding one. The body is open, the 
pulse is good, and no symptom of a fit* 
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«ind so I remained the whole day to my great 
consolation ; for if the ague fit had returned, 
it would then have been doubtful, how 
far I should have been able to continue in 
the present course. 1 had two motions. Mr. 
Home thinks nothing of the gravel which 
I had passed. My appetite is returned, 
though I am always moderate on that 
point ; went out this evening. 

June 28. — Rested well and had an inter- 
val of 5^ hours betwixt the time of making 
water, and in twelve hours made it only 
thrice ; I consider this as a great present re- 
lief, and an earnest of future success ; it is a 
good resulting from our present system. 
The urine turbid, but no bad, nor even faint 
smell, such as I have been long accustomed 
to experience, and scarce any mucous sedi- 
ment. I lie in my bed generally eighteen 
out of the twenty-four hours, because in a 
reclining posture I feel very little pain; 
sitting up, and pressing upon the perinaeum, 
produce pain, and sometimes a swelling of 
the scrotum. Body open, pulse regular, and 



MEMBRANE OF THE BLADDER. l6l 

as cbpl as this extreme hot weather will 
permit. 

June 29. Had a very good night's rest, 
and the same long intervals betwixt the 
times of making water. Mr. Home per-, 
formed his operation to-day, and gave me 
more pain than on any preceding applica- 
tion ; 6± inches was the distance. He told 
me that he thought we now were attacking 
the grand obstruction : I have my doubts, 
because I used to pass a bougie beyond this 
distance, and therefore, if I am right in my 
conjecture, we shall not have so much dif- 
ficulty in passing this stricture at 6£, as I 
should expect, if I was certain we were now 
attacking the principal obstruction. If we 
pass this in the manner I suppose, I am 
prepared to. expect another stricture ; but 
if Mr. Home is righjt in his opinion, when 
we.haye destroyed this, it is possible we 
tfball.not find any other material obstacle to 
the. bougie passing into the bladder. The 
violence of the pain did not continue two 

M • ' 



tainu*esi#terfte had withdraWtWfcaiislfc, 
but I was restless and uneasy for 'sevefel 
'hours afterwards. Very lfftie Hood fcfeued 
from this operation ; but towards elrenJflg a 
Very g*eat discharge, resesmfeliftg that of a 
•violent gleet. 

IFuhesd.-Hadtoot so gooda nigHfsieStas 
twual/feelmggreatuhfeaslitfessi'h tfrfrurethtfa, 
Vvftfeaisliglitliead-iache, One interval office 
hotrrs betwrxt the thttes bf iniatkirig waiter. 
Body bpfen ; no fev&rish heat. Took irry 
pill last tiigfht, Which produced two mbtfotts 
this morning. Great discharge continues. 

July t; — Although in the toutrse of the 
last twenty-four hours I urine& much oftettfer 
than for'a week past, yet I had tfnmterVfci 
from ten last night to sixthis morning: feight 
hours is such a space, that I am perFectly^c*- 
tain I have not experienced the like hi the 
last twenty years of my life. Very g^fet 
discharge From the urethra, yet notWfch 
tinged with blood, but the urethra ts mote 
quiet. I complained to-day to Mr.ttoriie fef 
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4»y head-ache. « I am ready/' said he, " to 
acknowledge any ailments rh^t result from 
ihe application, but this head-ache does not 
belong to me/' It is more moderate to-day. 
Took my pill last night ; two motions to- 
day ; and although the weather is intensely 
hot, I am calm, and free from any very 
unpleasant symptoms. No great appetite ; 
that is customary with me. Mr. Home 
was glad the discharge from the urethra 
was so abundant, as it would diminish 
the irritation. The external orifice of the 

fistula has been closed for several days; 

♦ 

of course *all my urine now passes through 
the natural channel only ; this is a great 
comfort to me. 

July a.-— A tolerably good night's rest. 

Mr. Home made the application ; the most 

severe I have yet felt ; very near fainted 

w,#h *he excess of pain. He shewed me 

". -the end of the, probe bougie ; it had entered 

fcmly 6£ inches, but there was a visible circle 

4ffl printed on the wax at the distance before. 

OPOlftjoned. He was much pleased with 

Ms 
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this appearance, because it was to him con- 
viction that he had made an impression 
upon the stricture. He stated that the ex- 
treme pain I had this day suffered arose 
from that very cause, namely, having entered 
the stricture. The length of time that the 
caustic remained in the urethra was rather 
greater than usual ; very little blood issued, 
and not so much discharge as for many 
days past. Mr. Home still seems to think 
this. stricture to be the main obstacle; I 
sincerely hope he may be well founded in 
his opipion, for it requires every exertion of 
my fortitude to support these severe trials. 
Body open. I have a tendency to vomit, 
which 1 do not encourage. The urine passes 
without much straining, but I feel great 
sensation in the urethra, and cannot sit with 
any ease. 

July 3. — I had a tolerable night's rest, 
much better than I expected, for the pain 
in the urethra still continues, nor do I 
-expect it will recover its tranquillity be- 
fore I am called upon to-morrow again to 
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undergo the torture. I expressed a wish to 
have it delayed another day, but Mr. Home 
'shewed a disinclination to protract, and 
gave me his reasons ; I submitted to them. 
Took my pill ; body open, but I have a 
languor about me that makes me faint; in 
short, I have not my usual good spirits; 

. the .weather may contribute, it being ex- 
tremely hot ; very little discharge from 

, the urethra. . 

July 4. — Reported to Mr. Home agree- 
ably to the foregoing statement : l)e said he 
then could have no objection to put off the 
application until to-morrow; I said not unless 
he saw a necessity. I had already suffered 
so much in imagination, that I desired we 
might proceed to execution. The applica- 
tion was then made, and was not so severely 
felt as on the preceding day ; I bore the 
caustic on the stricture longer than at any 
time before. He is now more confidently 
of opinion, that this will prove the last ob~ 
struction ; he penetrated seven inches, but 
he imputes this little exceeding, not to 
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having gained so much since owrlast trial, 
as to this circumstance, that the pehisi never 
receded so little before, during an operation. 
It was evident from; the probe bougie, th$t 
he had rtiadea considerable impression on 
the stricture. I wished' to defer any further 
application tillSaturday instead of Friday; . 
he wished no delay, and' thought that I 
should feel more, after tf great interval 
than a lesser one, and brought the expe- 
rience of this day to support his argument. 
I could only submit; Friday then is tlie 
next trial ; all things considered, I had 
an extraordinary good nights rest* Body 
calm and open ; temperate pulse, and 
no great uneasiness in the urethra; no 
blood, yet a moderate discharge of 3 yellow 
fluid, rather gummy in its nature? my 
urine flows in a stream more like in health, 
than I have experienced for a long time ; 
in short I have many symptoms that aite 
favourable, and not one unfavourable to 
our progress; this is a great encouragement 
to persevere. How different rriy feelings 



3$$ hptyg?, we npw, cpmpa^d with those I 
b#4 wfyjjs; I was under the care of Huntep, 
wh&V ^ftep 70 days, silking extremely, 
apd; making no progress, I was. obliged to 
tgli hijKOf that there, was a point beyond 
^hich> I qpi))d not endure, to that point I 
>¥#£ i^pw arrived, and therefore should 
d$s$t frotp any further application of the 

<£tfStic v 

Ju|y- 5, — A very good night's rest ; hav- 
ing ta^en ipy pill had two motions this fore- 
nopp : I do not remember to have passed a 
day witj> so little pain for many years. Body: 
QP£Q; temperate pulse; little or no irritation 
t»^ p^ss urine, which, when necessary to 
Ije j^a^e, flpwp in a tolerably good stream, 
$fl?Ji. qs surprises me, not knowing that 
y$g§ing for such a long period of time. All 
th^e circumstances induce m^ to believe, 
tfrfljt spme considerable impression is already; 
Vffldft op the stricture which is our present 
obstruction. I now feel nothing of that 
tprip^pting symptom of this disease, which 

i • 

\ ha^e sp Ipng ^perisijcfd, namely, a 
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sensation to make water after havrng made 

all that would pass, and this continuing for 

» '■'.'•.. 

some time, until I had passed a few drops 

* '. * . * ' 

more by dint ofL.straining, 'to expel what 
might be in the bladder, or in the channel 
of the urethra behind the stricture I find 

myself very weak, and I am sure could not 

< 

walk half a mile, owing perhaps to remain- 
ing for so long a time in my bed, and 
being incapable of taking any exercise. 

July 6. — 1 had a remarkably good night's 
rest, and- only urined thrice in ten hours. 
Mr. Home applied his caustic in the usual 
manner ; the probe bougie was more severe 
than the last time, but it bore no tort of 
comparison to the pain I had formerly felt ; 
he kept in the caustic as long as during the 
longest operation. It is not the pain of the 
burnings that affects me most; it is the dis- 
tension of the canal of the urethra, that is the 
torture ; it went 6± inches. Home thought 
we had been very fortunate in proceeding 
thus far with so very little stoppage or im- 
pediment to the process of cure, and by his 
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conversation, he thought we were in a very; 
fair way of obtaining it, much sooner thau 
lie expected, when he commenced his ope*) 
ration, and in which I join, for to be sil pd 
my case was a very deplorable orie. Tobkr 
my pill Ikst night, had 'two mdtidnsthte 
morning ; feel quite calm and tempertteip 
from one, thfe;hour J bF application till halt 
past nine, urin&l but' twice. ^ 

July 7._iFe!t the last amplication moolr 

■ •* * » 

more sensibly than the former, *nd th# 

* . 

uneasiness continued many hours ; I use fhS 
word uneasiness, because the sensation did 
not amount to pain. I had a very goo* 
night's rest, and very few calls to make 
water; took my pill last night; body open; 
pulse regular, and my whole frame tranquil, 
that is, comparatively. 

When my operator enquired this riibrn- 
ing of my actual state, I said that I had 
no complaints to make, and that I found 
myself much relieved from many miseries I 
suffered before we commenced thissystem. 
I had 9 very good night's rest ; he made 



X7* DISEASED STATE dp THE INTERNAL 

particularly as he observed, for the &ist 
time the bougie passed over the places of 
the former strictures, imperceptibly to his 
feel ; for until this day, he had always felt 
k little kind of a jerk, on the bougie passing 
ever those plaices where the strictures had 
beefl destroyed. He says the stricture we 
are now burning is very obstinate; but to 
my great comfort'he added, being so obsti- 
nate and so far down, he was still more 
confirmed in opinion that it would be the 
last we should- find. Slept remarkably 
well. Mr. Home said a thing to-day, which 
Tather surprised me; I was observing how 
fortunate I had been to have escaped from 
any more ague fits ; I should not he sorry 
now if you had another, because I should 
consider it as a proof of the stricture giving 
way. Possibly then, when we get through 
.this stricture, he expects another ague fit, 
tand is preparing me for it. 

July 11 .—fin much the same state as 
yesterday ; but my general health is so 
much improved, that I ventured to dine 
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abroad for the first time, in many months, 
and found no inconvenience resulting from 
it : slept well. 

July is. — Made a most favourable report 
to Mr. Home of my actual situation; he 
passed the caustic to the same length. 
Perhaps habitude renders it less torment- 
ing; I sustained the application without a 
murmur ; he kept it unusually long in the 
urethra. I remarked to him that the dis- 
charge from the penis was greatly dimi- 
nished ; I enquired if he was satisfied with 
the operation of the day ; very much, was 
his answer. He shewed me a circle round 
the probe bougie, near to the point, and 
observed, that from the point of the bougie 
to the circle, so far was the space which 
the bougie had entered into the stricture ; 
it does indeed appear a very obstinate one, 
but happily I am now enabled to bear, and 
without very excessive pain, the application 
of the caustic ; and whilst that application 
is not attended with any disagreeable symp- 
toms, I regard not the delay, but look 
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ftftftml with confetenoe; the whble tenor 
Of my 1Mb, considering it comparatively, is 
pleasant, because I have no ctitotaht ttifFar- 
togtwfatteB* torfotethis system was pursued, 
1 very seldom had any degree of tase. 

Ittiy i$,^Slept well ; body open ; ioqg 
iwterwak betwixt the times of making water; 
*he stream wMeiwakmg is much amended ; 
ftat above all, no manner of irritation after 
I have urined. 

July 14,-Mu-Extreniely good night's nest : 
Xn the course of the last twenty-four hours, 
there was the space of sixteen, in which I 
only urtt<ied thrice, at the intervals of 8 
hours, 4 hours, and 4 hours. It is a change 
most delightful to me, as it enables me to 
dine 'and sup abroad without the least in- 
convenience, carrying with me my own 
chair and cushion. I also feel great relief 
from the fistula being almost closed, moire 
particularly as the proud flesh which grew 
round the external orifice of the fistula, is 
now no more, arad that was wont to be 
almost a perpetual torment, as I never 



tiduld, WWfst it existed, sft ddwtH witfod* 

fnoreorlessof'pafcn Omitted the tfppiic*- 
'tion to-day, as I was absolutely obliged tb 
-attehd a surrimons of friendship about thfe 
tisttal hour, at which it is applied. This was 
in the true sense of the word, a hblydsy tt> 
tee, for I felt scarce any paift, that which 
tttose from the last application having quite 
'subsided frOrti' so long an interval ; very 
I f?ttte discharge from the urethra. 

July 15.— A good night's rest. When 
Mr. Home enquired this morning What 
report I had to make, told him I had 
frothing to say but What was satisfactory. 
-He applied the caustic ; it went to the same 
-^distance ; I sustained the operation without 
feeling any violent pain ; he continued the 
•caustic in the urethra unusually long. I 
"observed that when it was drawn out of 
the 'urethra, notwithstanding its thickness, 
ft'-'wks' bent very considerably. He said he 
'was Well Satisfied with his operation ; I ean»- 
'-hbt sky I Was, for I scarce felt the buttfefeig 
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sof the jcaqstic, a$d tfaere wa$ less pain than 
Aisual after jc was withdraw^. We certainly 
-have not /nade great progress in removing 
t&js obsj^qle, to whatever cause it may be 
^owiag; but Xam<iuite reconciled to this slow 
-proceeding, because I feel myself so well, and 
because I can now sustain the introduction 
of both the bougie and caustic, without 
rftich suffering as I formerly experienced, 
relying confidently, that in time, we shall 
.subdpe this stricture, obstinate as it now 
appears. I was obliged to take two pills, 
,to kejep my body open; they have had the 
desired effect. Very little blood now issues 
after the application, and the discharge but 
trifling ; walked this evening a mile without 
any ill effect. 

July 16. — I find myself more comfortable , 
I walk more erect, and can move up and 
down stairs with much more ease, and have, 
less pain when sitting. I had an interval 
of eight hours betwixt the times of. making 
water; in short, many good and not one 
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discouraging symptom. Body open, a pre- 
caution I never neglect; slept well, but 
discharge considerable. 

July 17. — Made the above report to Mr. 
Home ; underwent the application ; to the 
same point as usual. We both agree, that 
the obstinacy of this stricture should only 
serve to confirm our. hopes, that it is the 
last obstruction we shall meet with. He 
was well pleased with his operation, and 
which I bore without a complaint. Very 
little blood issued from the urethra, and 
not much discharge. 

July 18.— Slept well, and found myself 
40 much at ease, that I determined to enjoy 
the cool shade and air of Kensington gar- 
dens; walked slpwly, at least: a mile, and 
sat <down without much pain, on one of the 
hard wooden benches, for more than two 
hours; found no ill effect from this first 
essay. The body not being quite open, 
took a pill this evening. 

July 19. — Had an extremely good night's 
rest, qnd rose but once to make water; 

N 
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what a happy change ! the pill produced 
its usual effect. Mr. Horpe made the ap- 
plication ; I observed that he withdrew the 
caustic sooner than ordinary ; I wished to 
know if he was satisfied with his operation ; 
he said that the probe bougie did not pass 
up with its usual facility, and that he with- 
drew the caustic, that he might not be 
foiled on Saturday. From this speech, and 
not having felt the pain of burning, I 
apprehend he has been foiled to-day ; drops 
pf blood issued freely from the urethra, but 
did not long continue. I feel no inconve- 
nience whatsoever, but great relief from 
many evils, and I can. now bear the opera- 
tion without shrinking. 

July 20. — I do not find myself so much 
at ease after yesterday's operation, as I have 
been for some time past ; I have more irri- 
tation ; I urine more frequently. I have a 
pain in my urethra, and still greater after 
sitting any considerable time. I have always 
had a hardness, which I can feel externally 
in the perinsem, just below the scrotum. 
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All these symptoms perhaps, I should not 
have noticed so very minutely, but as being 
some deviation from that degree of ease 
and tranquillity, which for some time past 
I have experienced in the course of our ap- 
plications. I slept. tolerably well ; the body 
open, and no feverish heat. 

July si. — Stated to Mr. Home these 
Symptoms, with my own remark ; he 
examined the swelling in the perinseum; 
he thought it to be the stricture we are 
now working on. I added that it was very 
possible he might also fifeel the hard cicatrix 
of the wound occasioned by the bursting 
of the scrotum some years since* when 
under Hunter's care. He performed the 
application ; the latter part was extremely 
severe for half a minute. I told him before 
he drew out the bougie, that I was sure he 
had got upon new ground; he kept in the 
caustic longer than usual. He observed a 
mark on the bougie, which convinced him 
that he had penetrated farther into the 
stricture than at any former time. These. 

N2 
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tnafks oh the botigie, he told me, wfcrfe to 
him signals certain, by which he guides 
his hand, and directs his judgment as to 
progress ; he was very much satisfied with 
this day's performance, and honestly told 
the, that owing to the bougte not passing 
readily to the stricture, he did hot in the 
two preceding applications teach the stric- 
ture with the caustic. I guessed as much, 
which may be perceived by tny observa- 
tions in this journal, for I did not feel the 
caustic burn the stricture ; a pretty infal- 
lible mode of judging for the patient, if 
his mind is not biassed by such a degree of 
pain, as to prevent him from forming a 
just idea of the application. Very few drops 
of blood followed, but for many hours, a 
small dribling of bloody water. Body open, 
•pulse temperate, not a very good night's 
rest, because much disturbed by irritation, 
July 22.— Although it is now 24 hours 
since the operation of yesterday, I still 
. feel the effects of it. The urethra is a 
little inflamed, but the irritation is less 
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tfeaft yesterday, and of course the desire to 
make water not so frequent. J feel a sore- 
ness innhe parts affected, that will prevent 
me from walking abroad ; there is also 
H great discharge from the urethra, not of 
white glutinous matter as formerly, but 
mingled with blood. I had a tolerable 
night's rest, and a motion this morning 
but rather bound, and therefore took a 

pill 

About eleven this evening, whilst con- 
versing at Brooke's club, I was seized with 
a dizziness in my head, accompanied by 
faintness. I got as soon as possible into the 
4»pen air, took a glass of water, and rubbing 
my face with a wet napkin was rather re- 
lieved. Some ether mixed with camphire 
was given to me, of which I drank a large 
wineglassfull,butfinding my head confused, 
I sent for Dr. Pitcairn and Mr. Hawkins, 
who was near at hand. My stomach was 
uneasy ; I drank some camomile tea and 

r 

tmo quarts of warm water by F>itcairn*s 
advice ; I brought up a large bason full from 
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<riiy stomach, but except {he ether afid the 
camomile tea, all was pure water, sortie 
phlegm excepted. ■ I returned home and 
went to bed ; these geritlemfen, and Mtf. 
Home, to whom I had sent, soon after 
arrived. It became a question, whether 
thife attack did not proceed from the sto- 
mach; (as I found it still much deranged) 
iand the stomach act in consequence of 
the operation of the caustic. It had Totf- 
merly produced atf ague and fever, and 
therefore might be the foundation of this 
attack. I was to take a clyster and lauda- 
num, soon after they left me ; I fell asleep 
and waked not for three hours, then found 
myself so much recovered, that after taking 
my pill I sent my attendant to bed, and 
upon the whole, had a tolerable night's 
rest. I was directed, if the giddiness re- 
turned, to. send for a cupper ', and lose eight 
ounces of blood. 

July 23.— About seven had a motion, 
rather such as was to be desired ; at eleven 
the medical gentlemen attended; they found 



* # 
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qie much recovered ; very good pulse, little 
or no fever, but still a complaint in my 
stomach, and much wind ; my head all 

. but well. I requested that the cupper might 
take some blood ) he took eight ounces. 
Dr. Pitcairn now gave his opinion decided- 
ly, that the giddiness proceeded from the 
stomach, for if it had been the head origi- 

. nally affected, we should not have got so 
jeasily free from the complaint. Before one, 
I had another motion, very lax. This 
feeing the day for the application of the 
caustic, of course it was postponed as being 
improper whilst the stomach continued to 
be deranged. I made water freely ; had 
much less, or to speak properly, scarce $ny 
irritation, but a very considerable discharge 
of a yellow glutinous nature. I was during 
the whole attack perfectly sensible, and, as 
I am assured, gave ready pertinent answers 
to every question proposed to me, and they 
were many, as to the mode of attack, and 
the general statement' of my health since I 
began the use of the caustic. I remember 
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two very slight attacks of dizziness, but 
they went off in a minute, perhaps less; 
but even now, my head is not so clear as 
yesterday at this hour. 

July 24. — Had a most excellent night's 
rest ; slept near eleven hours, but not yet 
quite recovered ; much wind on my sto- 
mach; my late giddiness Dn Pitcairn 
thinks, though acting on the stomach, yet 
was the effect of the operation of the caus* 
tic ; deferred the application, to give time 
to the stomach to recover its former tone. 
Pulse regular; body open* but still my 
head, although better than yesterday, is not 
yet quite as it ought to be. 

July 25. — A good night's rest, less wind 
on my stomach, but my head is not quite 
clear ; I cannot read or write for any 
length of time, without feeling something 
that is not giddiness in my head, but very 
near approaching to it.^ Bowels in good 
order; two motions, lax, this morning; 
eat my dinner to day with appetite. I 
mentioned to Mr. Home that if he thought 
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to-morrow he could safely proceed , I was 
consenting ; he named Friday, and even 
then it would rest, as he should find me 
on that day. I am rather sorry for this 
little procrastination, but at the same time 
think it highly prudent. 

July 26.— Better to-day, than since my 
Sunday attack; no giddiness remaining; 
slept well ; body open ; had two motions ; 
pulse in its usual good state; walked a 
mile, and found myself not in the smallest 
degree oppressed. 

July 27. — Mr. Home renewed his appli- 
cation ; the probe bougie did not advance 
readily ; although it is so thick, it softened 

in his hand and was bending; the caustic 

• « » 

did better ; he said it went up to the stric- 
ture, but I did not feel much sensation of 
burning. Yesterday, after the little interval 
<tf rest, I felt aji easiness and comfort per- 
fading my whole frame. Very little blood 
followed from the operation of to-day. I 
Mentioned to him, what I considered as a 
*tty favourable symptom, that the stream 



/ 
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of urine is very materially increased;* he 
was glad to hear- it, as it was evident 
proof of progress. Slept*- well ; had long 
intervals betwixt making water;, none 
passes through the fistula, not that oit is 
perfectly closed, for in. the course of: the 
«4 houps, there is enough of matter oozing 
out of it, just to stain the lint I wear over 
the orifice ; so that it is not quite healed, 
and will not I suppose, until we have 
overcome this stricture, which is yet so 
obstinate. ' 

- July 28. —From the intermission of the 
use of the caustic for some days, the dis- 
charge frorci the urethra subsided ; after 
the application of yesterday it returned, 
and was as copious as on any preceding 
occasion. Slept well ; body open; head 
steady, and no return of giddiness ; walked 
a mile, and no inconvenience ensued. 

July 29.— No return of complaint in my 
head; body open; slept well. Mr. Home 
performed his application, which, as he said 
himself, was much more to his satisfaction 
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than the last; he kept in the caustic as 
long as in any preceding time ; scarce any 
blood followed, but much discharge. Dined 
Abroad for the very first time since we com- 
menced our course, on the day on which 
4he application was made. 

July 30.-r-Slept well ; body open ; walked 
more than a mile. 

July 31. — The passage for the urine I 
think continues more open, as formerly 
described; slept well ; no great appetite, 
but no great complaint, which makes me 
easy under the apparently little progress 
we have made in removing this obstinate 
obstruction ; I say apparently, for I'know 
not how soon it may be overcome. The 
principal complaint I have, is a hard- 
ness to be felt in the interior of the peri- 
naeum, which makes my seat so uneasy ; 
but even this is much less than it was 
before I begar? the use of the caustic bougie. 
My water is of the colour of a man in 
health, with scarce any thing of sediment, 
and entirely void of mucus, which used to 
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come from me in such a quantity, and was so 
adhesive, that without trouble it could not 
be separated from the urinal ; the very 
disagreeable smell of the urine no longer 
continues. - • fv 

August 1 . — Mr. Home applied the cau*» 
tic ; he was much satisfied with the opera- 
tion ; upon the probe bougie, the impression 
made was so apparent, that Mr. Home 
described the exact state of the stricture, 
and the effect of the caustic was so visible, 
that it confirmed his opinion; but it is 
amongst the very obstinate. I felt very 
great pain when the probe bougie entered 
the stricture ; he kept the caustic in a long 
time, and I could feel its operation ; no 
blood followed ; body open, pulse regular. 
This evening I was playing at whist, but 
obliged to leave the table suddenly, being 
seized with a swimming in the head : this 
not so bad as my former attack, yet of 
the same nature ; my stomach affected, 
much wind, and a sort of inclination to 
vomit ; in about half an hour, with the 
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assistance of a large glass of Madeira, I 
recovered so well as to eat some supper. 

1 

August e.— Had a very good night's rest^ 
yet my head is not quite right, and my 
stomach is complaining ; but the pulse re- 
gular and temperate. If these attacks do 
arise from the effect of the caustic, unless 
we soon pass through the stricture, it may 
impede our operations ; remark, that I had 
previously described the application of yes- 
terday as severe. The weather remarkably 
hot; walked in the evening for air, but 
was soon obliged to desist ; shortly after was 
affected in the same manner as yesterday, 
my head almost giddy, and my stomach 
much affected ; immediately drank a glass 
of Madeira, it gave me some relief; two 
hours after eat some chicken; no head 
«che. Pulse slow and sluggish, yet I slept 
well, and had an interval of eight hours in 
passing urine. 

August 3. — Reported these symptoms to 
Mr. Home ; he is of opinion that my com- 
plaints proceed from the stomach, and we 



igo DI8EASED STATE OF THE INTERNAL 

know how much the stomach is affected by 
the caustic. He made the application of it 
to-day ; I did not feel it so severe as the 
last; but both himself and Mr. Hawkins de- 
clared it went quite up to the usual distance. 
Although my body is open; yet they think 
it necessary to give! me purging physic ; I 
feel myself extremely low. spirited, a com- 
plaint I do not remember to have made 
three times in my life. I asked Mr. Home 
if I was to see him on Sunday for the usual 
process. He said he should call to-morrow, 
to see how I was after the operation of the 
physic, and my state then would determine 
whether or not he should proceed on 
Sunday; in my mind full proof, that the 
use of the caustic is the origin of this 
giddiness. After proceeding thus far, I' 
should be sorry to desist; but if this giddi- 
ness should increase, I must at least suspend 
the use of the caustic for some time, to 
recover strength and spirits to carry me 
through the process. The purging draught 
has operated powerfully ; gave six motions. 
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August 4. — Slept well ; find my head 
. much easier, my pulse more strong, and 
,yet temperate. Mr. Home called to-day, 
and was so satisfied with my report, that 
he intends to continue his caustic applica- 
tion to-morrow. In the evening felt some 
giddiness ; however it went off; eat some 
chicken 'for supper. Slept well; but pulse 
-low. 

, August 5. — Mr. Home made his appli- 
cation ; he was more satisfied with the pro- 
gress we made, than on any preceding day ; 
-iUdYarrced to 7 inches, but attributes some- 
thing to the projection of the penis being 
greater than usual. The examination with 
his probe was that which formed his convic- 
tion. . When he withdrew the bougie, and 
shewed it to me, I could clearly understand, 
that it must have penetrated at least the 
sixth part of an inch into the stricture ; 
*his ; im pression he judges to be proof posi- 
tive pf having destroyed two-thirds of it. 
Retold me to-day, for the first time, that 
rfithe case required it, he had no doubt, but 
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that he could' now pass a bougie into the 
bladder ; we both agreed that piano ought 
to be our plan, but he only mentioned his 
opinion, to convince me of our progress; 
that this day let in great light, and that 
henceforward it would be only carpenter's 
work. (I suppose he meant planing the 
urethra.) I rejoiced to hear this account 
from, him, who is not apt to be very sai*- 
guine, at least in expression to his patient. 
I desired him to examine well the hardness 
on the perinaeum, which pains me some- 
times when I am sitting ; he felt the peri- 
naeum in several places, and was decidedly 
of opinion, it was in part the cicatrix of 
the old wound, perhaps made more sore 

by the use of the caustic; and said he should 

« 

not have been surprised if the old wound 
had broke out, when we first began our 
process, and that he even expected it would; 
but I did not. However, I am glad to find 
he considers the hardness as of no conse- 
quence, and what will give way when we 
get a bougie into the bladder. He said it 
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was very probable I should feel more or 
less of the giddiness whilst we continued to 
use the caustic, which clearly appears to 
affect the stomach, arid from thence the 
head ; he advised me to strengthen my sto- 
mach by some tincture or cordial, and 
recommended col umbo as a great strength* 
ener. I mentioned to him my hopes, that 
the attack on my head would not increase, 
so as to oblige me, after so much endurance, 
to suspend the use of the caustic before we 
had accomplished our object. After we were 
so well advanced, to be reduced to such ne- 
cessity, he thought, would be most unfortu- 
nate. Thisconversation ended by my naming 
Tuesday for his next operation. If when 
the caustic is applied, I do not always write 
down my sensations, it is not because the 
operation is not attended with considerable 
pain, but, because it is so much diminished, 
that I can bear it without a murmur. In 
the course of the last twenty-four hours, I 
was many times subject to dizziness, but 
Which subsided shortly after. 
August 6. — Slept well ; pulse rather low : 

O 
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and sluggish ; began to take tincture of 
columbo to strengthen my stomach. Body 
open ; long intervals betwixt the times of 
making water, so long, that it is scarce an 
inconvenience, and certainly not a com- 
plaint. The fistula all but healed, no urine 
haying passed through it for a considerable 
time ;• my stomach affected ; and when I 
am attacked by dizziness, I feel a desire to 
vomit, but this ceases when the dizziness 
goes off. I live extremely tern perately both 
in eating and drinking ; not particularly so 
enjoined by the faculty, but from my usual 
habit, and no inclination to depart from it ; 
I seldom drink morethan half p pint of wine, 
often not half that quantity; I take a little 
weak punch, wbich I find agrees better 
with my stomach. I should hope that ber 
fore the end of this month, I may be so far 
recovered as to be allowed to go into the 
country ; but it is a question I have njever 
put in any shape to Mr. Home, because 
I know he could not give me more than a 
probable opinion. 
August 7. — The usual application made ; 
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it was attended with more pain than I have 
experienced for some time, both with the 
bougie and caustic ; by the appearances of 
the first, Mr. Home thinks he has certainly 
destroyed more of the stricture by the last , 
application. He was pleased to hear that 
yesterday I was totally free from any diz- 
ziness ; talks of another dose of physic at 
the end of the week. I mentioned to him 
that I had never shewn any impatience, 
nqr asked any question, when I might hope 
,to be released from further operation, but 
that now things wore so very promising 
an aspect, I could not help expressing my 
hopes that by the end of the month I might 
be discharged from all further application 
of the caustic. He said that he was desirous 
to go for a day or two to Southampton, but 
that he wished to defer it until his attend- 
ance upon me was no longer necessary, and 
thtf by the end of the month he expects my 
.cure will be accomplished. These are happy 
tidings. As I do not write this journal 
merely for my own personal satisfaction, 

O2 
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but for the advice and information of any 
friend, (and some there now are, to whom 
it may be useful,) who may wish to know 
every circumstance attending my case, in 
the course of using the caustic, I canndt 
but pointedly remark, that I have not 
waited for the moment when the bougie 
shall perforate and enter the bladder, for 
relief of my sufferings. On the contrary, in 
a very few days after we commenced the 
practice, many of my complaints gradually 
decreased, and many of the most unpleasant, 
and indeed some painful sensations, lessened 
as we advanced ; so that from a state of 
almost perpetual torment, I acquired a. de- 
gree of tranquillity, the comfort of which 
I cannot express; and this has happened 
With much less impediment to the course 
of proceeding, than either myself or surgeoh, 
expected, and these are circumstances ma- 
terial to be known to one who may be in 
doubt, whether he shall adopt this mode of 
cure. These observations and details, being 
written on the moment, are' more to be 
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depended on than any general description. 
I mentioned to Mr. Home my own sanguine 
hopes, that when we had passed this stric- 
ture, we should not afterwards have the 
mortification to find another. I will assure 
you confidently, there is nothing of- that 
sort to be apprehended, was his reply, and 
assigned his reasons for the opinion, which 
I understood so well as to be satisfied with 
them. In the evening some little dizziness ; 
came home early and went to bed, but had 
the worst night's rest for some time past, 
not owing to pain, but restlessness. 

August 8. — This day walked a mile' be- 
fore dinner, and after it, as much ; tired, 
but not fatigued ; free from any giddiness 
the whole day. Body open, pulse rather 
low ; eat my meal with more appetite, and 
had a better digestion than for some weeks 
past. The stream of urine considerably 
increased ; move with infinite more ease to 
myself; this 30 observable to others, that a 
friend told me, that she expected to walk a 
minuet with me before another month. 
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August 9^— Slept well, body open, pulse 
temperate; Mr. Homef'perfornled his ap- 
plication, which answered his' best expect- 
ations. The shoulder of the bougie was' 
very much d i tarnished, (fey; which 4 he con<- , 
eludes the stricture i$ Also dim Jn is lied in 
, the same proportion ; he considers his probe 
boiigie, from being soft and pliant, to be a 
model which receives a just impression of 

the stricture. In the early part of our piw: 
* » 

cess, I have mentioned that it was the » 

criterion to form his judgment by, and in 
very obstinate and difficult cases like mine, 
without such an assistance* he should ope- 
rate in the dark ; but with this aid, he can: 
guide his caustic to that part which ought 
to be reduced. The caustic was fully ap- 
plied to-day, and kept longer in than usual. 
The pain I felt was that which proceeds 
from burning, not from ^distension. I had: 
suffered so much in the last application, 
that I began to have my apprehensions 
renewed; butthe whole of this day's process 
was not in any comparison so severe as the 
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last In the evening walked a mile, but 
found the effect of the caustic very sensibly, 
for I did not move without uneasy sensa- 
tion from the operation of the morning ; 
had a slight return of the giddiness in the 
evening. 

August 10. — Do not sleep so well as 
usual, which I impute to keeping more early 
hours, not from choice, but, in some degree 
from necessity. Body open, pulse rather 
low ; I have not yet recovered the effect 
of yesterday's caustic, and am almost dis- 
posed to procrastinate the next operation, 
which is intended on the morrow. 

August ii. — I complained to Mr. Home 
that I was not quite recovered from the 
pain of the last application, and that I had 
thoughts of sending to him for a day's 
delay, but that wishing to proceed, I was 
ready. He enquired of the dizziness, and 
finding a favourable report on that point, 
and that I had taken in the morning the 
purging dose which he had recommended, 
he had no hesitation to continue his process* 
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I desired he would make it more gentle than 
the last ; in some degree he attended to 
my wishes. After it was over he expressed 
himself satisfied, well satisfied, but it did 
not appear to my feelings to have pressed 
much against the stricture. The medicine 
operated powerfully. This physic is solely 
given to cleanse the stomach, as the best 
means of preventing the effect of the caustic 
upon the head, and I have certainly felt it 
less, since we adopted these frequent purges. 
My pulse is very low, and I begin to sigh 
after relaxation, from this alternate diurnal 
process. I take some merit to myself, that 
I do not make the essay, whether a smaller 
bougie would not pass into the bladder ; I 
think it would, but I do not think any ex- 
periment of my own would be doing justice 
to the practice of Mr. Home. 

* 

August 12. — Slept moderately; very little 
discharge now from the urethra, even on 
the day the caustic is introduced, and less 
the day after. The physic of yesterday 
continued to operate till this morning; I 
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am rather low in spirits, my pulse remark- 
ably so, but I have no bodily complaint, 
% and scarce any local pain. I read many 
hours in the course of the day and night. 
The weather having been $o bad, I have 
not been able to take air or exercise. Very' 
much troubled with wind in my stomach, 
but that is no new complaint ; I am seldom 
without it, for which I take the infusion of 
cqlumbo root 1 am given to understand 
that I must not flatter myself with being so 
near my recovery, as the cure cannot be 
effected whilst the hardness in the peri- 
naeum remains, and as yet it has abated 
but little. 

• August 13. — Mr. Home renewed his ap- 
plication, and it was severely felt, for after 
it was withdrawn, I felt for the first time 
a pain along the urethra, particularly from 
the stricture to the bladder. I stated this 
to Mr. Home, he said he was glad of it, and 
gave a reason, which I own was not quite 
comprehensible to me. The severity of 
this pain soon moderated, yet it was very 
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sensibly felt the whole day. Slept but very 
indifferently, so contrary to my general 
habit ; my pulse continues low, and I feel 
myself oppressed more than usual. 

August 14. — The pain in the urethra 
beyond. the stricture still continues; for the 
last two days I have, had no attack of diz~ 
ziness, which is a favourable circumstance ; 
for had. the operation continued to affect 
my head, it must have been suspended for; 
some time. Yesterday evening, and in the; 
night I had a slow fever ; . this morning I: 
am more calm. If I press the perineeuor 
beyond the stricture and before the bladder*; 
I feel considerable pain, as if there was 
something sore in that quarter. Mr. Home 
said he had made an exceedingly good ap*; 
plication, and that we might be on the verge- 
of passing the stricture. Twenty-two. ap- . 
plications have be6n made to it, but there' 
have been times, when perhaps the cau6tic< 
has not reached the stricture ; it is an ope- 
ration in the dark, and the most skilful 
operator may sometimes be mistaken. I 
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have hitherto suffered with exemplary pa- 
tience, and should begin to tire of finding 
no end to my sufferings, if I did not look 
back to what a condition I was in, and the 
comparatively comfortable state I now en- 
joy ; this retrospect determines me to per- 
severe as long as 1 am able, but I must be 
much more at ease than I feel at present, 
to induce me to suffer the application 
to-morrow. 

August 15. — I was not much more at ease 
thafa yesterday, yet I submitted, though 
reluctantly, to the application. That of the 
bougie was very severe indeed, but that of 
the caustic was actual torture. I desired 
Mr. Home to withdraw it instantly, which 
he did* I cannot describe the pain I felt ; it 
was not extreme and of short duration, but 
Continued some minutes* after the caustic 
was withdrawn, and affected the whole 
urethra up to the bladder; it was of the 
same nature as that which I described after 
the application of the caustic last Monday, 
and totally different from any other prior 
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feeling- Mr, Hbme said, the caustic this 
day had gone up to the stricture, (which I 
did not suppose, till he said it;) but that 
seeing how raucli I suffered, he should not 
make any application for some days, and 
mentioned Saturday niext for the introduce - 
tion of the probe bougie only. That must 
depend entirely upon my actual situation 
when Saturday shall arrive. . 

August 16. — Slept rather better than I 
expected, becaiise I have never ceased to 
experience very great pain- 'from 'the last 
application of the caustic; if I cough or 
sneeze, the very anus is affected, and I 
cannot turn in my bed without much in- 
convenience. Mr.; Homfe; desired me to. 
notice if I had much pain in making water ; 
I have been more friequent/ of late, but 
without any sort of difficulty, and when I 
have much water to make, the stream is 
as large, as at any one time since I com- 
menced this system. Body is open, the 
pulse is low { there is something presses 
like a .swelling upon the surface: of the 
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perinaeum, but no redness* ndr any other 
indication of inflammation ; when touched 
to-day by Mr. Home, I felt it sore, but the 
part affected lies so deep, as to shew but little 
externally ; I am ordered to foment with 
w^rm flannels. I know not from whence 
these unfavourable symptoms proceed ; 
they have very much damped my hopes 
and expectations, I am convinced that I shall 
not admit the probe bougie on Saturday ; 
for after having by rest been relieved from 
the pain which now torments me, and if 
upon the application of the probe bougie, I 
should again suffer to the same extent, I 
very much query whether I could summons 
fortitude sufficient again to have recourse to 
the use of the caustic. Before these newand 
very uncomfortable symptoms appeared, I 
was so much at my ease, that I only con- 
tinued the caustic as a means of obtaining 
a perfect cure ; hereafter I may feel more 
inclined to bear the little ills I do suffer, 
than to continue a practice, the torment of 
which I can scarce sustain. 
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, August 17;— The pain continues, but is 
not so violent as yesterday ; pass my urine 
with aii interval of two hours, but without 
any difficulty, or even heat ; no bad smell, 
nor sediment ; deep hut ill, pulse low, body 
open. 

. August 1 8 . ~- When my surgeons attended 
to-day, gave them an account of my feel- 
ings ; all idea of resuming the application 
was out of the question. To-daiy, I find 
myself much relieved from great sense of 
pain ; Mr. Home talked of Monday ; that 
must depend on my feelings on Monday ; 
about three hours interval in making water 
during the last night. I plainly told Mr. 
Home that Fhad suffered so much from the 
two last applications, that it would be poli- 
tic* to let me have full time to collect all 
my; fortitude to sustain another attempt ; 
for should that be attended with the same 
circumstances, I very much doubted, whe- 
ther I should be able to prevail on myself 
to make another trial. He said that point 
was no longer dubious, for if I should feel 
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excess of pain with the probe bougie, he 
had no thoughts of trying the caustic whilst 
the urethra was in a state so irritated. As 

1 

to the cause, he thought we were on the 

verge of the cure of the stricture, which 

generally, shews itself in some mode or 

another, sometimes by fever and ague, at 

other times by the stomach, and giddiness 

in the head. I could not avoid saying that 

was it left to my choice, I should have 

preferred the ague and fever to my late 

suffering* He considers my late complaint 

as merely local, and so far he is justified, 

as the pain is now subsiding; but in answer 

to my remark, he said, and I believe with 

good judgment, that he had much rather 

I shpuld have experienced the pain J suf- 

feed, than the ague and fever, because 

he would rather that my nerves should be 

affected than my constitution, 

August 19.— Found myself so much better 
to-day, that I ventured to dine abroad, and 
ttflfeied no inconvenience ; the pain is con- 
siderably abated, yet not subsided, bat the 



s 
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urine does not pass so freely; and when 
I strain to make water, I feel it painful 
even to the anus ; but I have not the same 
sensations when I sneeze or cough, as I 
had two d^ys since ; but I do not yet rest 
well. 

August 20. — My surgeons attended to- 
day ; from the detail I gave of my feelings, 
Mr. Home proposed I should take a dose 
of physic to-morrow, and on Wednesday 
to introduce the probe bougie; to this 
r I consented* He expressed some surprise 
that since the last application of the caustic, 
and the symptoms which followed it, I 
have not felt any pain in making water, 
which he expected would be the case. It 
is not because the body is bound, that they 
prescribe physic, for I have regularly a 
motion everyday, sometimes two and rather 
lax; but they conceive it absolutely neces- 
sary that the body should be kept perfectly 
open. 

August si. — Took physic which gave 
me six motions ; I am better ; most of the 
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disagreeable sensations have now subsided, 
and I am very near that state I was in 
before the last operation, but with this ex- 
perience, that the pain, agonizing ts it was, 
produced no other effects than the local 
complaint* 

August fca. — I had made up my mind to 
proceed with the probe bougie ; and upon 
the effects it produced, would depend my 
future resolution. Mr. Home introduced it, 
and desired me to describe my sensations 
9S he proceeded. In this operation he was 
Very circumspect^ and gentle as I could 
Vrisbu I felt but little pain, and mentioned 
the degree as he advanced. It was not 
withdrawn until he thought proper so to 
do; he went to 7^ inches. When he with* 
drew it, he was satisfied with the appear- 
ance, and was convinced that he had made 
progress into the stricture. He said he did 
*°t expect to find the parts so quiet ; and 
^ded, certainly with t. uth, that however 
ftcute had been my sensations after the last 
Station of the caustic, it was clearly 

p 
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proved, that local pain was the sole effect, 
since the parts had now acquired their 
former tranquillity, to which I fully as- 
sented. A week had elapsed since the last 
operation ; Mr. Home proposed, as I had 
experienced no great pain to-day, to pro* 
ceed again to-morrow, with the probe 
bougie ; to this also I assented. I feel my- 
self comfortable, and my mind very much 
relieved from apprehension. It was doubtful 
whether I should be able to proceed in our % 
process; and although we have not yet 
again attempted the use the caustic, yet I 
am now resolved to resume that application, 
whenever my surgeon calls upon rile so to 
do, and the issue of that trial must deter- 
mine whether I can continue to use it ; but 
I will if possible endure it, and go on if 
there is a prospect of ultimate success. 
Some little blood issued from the urethra 
after the bougie was withdrawn. N B. 
The probe bougie less than that formerly 
used. 
August 23.— This day Mr. Home applied 
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the same sized probe bougie, though of a 
harder substance than yesterday ; he pene- 
trated into the stricture, but the bougie 
being harder, did not receive so good an 
impression ; I believe he thought it pro- 
bable, that with this harder substance he 
might penetrate to the bladder. His ope- 
ration did not cause much pain at the time, 
iior any unpleasant consequences. I can 
how again sometimes contain my water 4 
5 and 6 hours : he wished to try the same 
bougie again to-morrow. 

August 24.— The same bougie was passed, 
(it is considerably Jess than that which 
Mr. Home commonly used) and gave me 
inore pain than yesterday, especially when 
it entered the stricture; but as he was de- 
sirous of keeping it there some time, I told 
him to retain it as long as I could possibly 
«ear it ; in about two minutes he withdrew 
ft; (double the time commonly used.) 
There remained a perfect impression at the 
-*nd of the bougie of the actual state of 
the stricture ; after duly examining it, he 
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said it would be necessary again to apply 
the caustic, and he thought the parts would 
bear it without being so much affected as 
at our last application. Unwilling to yield 
up my hopes of radical cure, I consented on 
Sunday to renew the operation of the caus- 
tic, at the same time declaring, that if it 
produced the same effect as last week, I 
should afterwards decline all thoughts of 
continuing that process. The pain I ex- 
perienced by the introduction of the bougie 
subsided very soon after it was withdrawn, 
and it did not extend beyond the stricture. 
On Sunday we have determined on the 
application of the caustic. 

August 25. — To-day, for the first time 
for many months, I ventured into mixed 
society, and continued from noon till six 
in the evening, without any great inconve- 
nience. In the course of these twenty-four 
hours, I had no inclination to urine for 84- 
hours, a space that seemed to me almost 
incredible. I slept remarkably well. 

August 26. — Mr. Home first applied the 
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probe bougie of the large size; when I 
complained of pain he desisted, although 
he had not reached the stricture, but he had 
distended sufficiently to permit the caustic 
bougie to reach it. This application was 
not attended with any of those very dis- 
agreeable symptoms, which I experienced 
eleven days since. I bore the operation 
of this day without a murmur, and if no 
bad consequences result, I shall continue it 
on Tuesday. Encouraged by success, per- 
haps Mr. Home had been rather hardy, 
both with the probe and caustic, and partly 
he said as much ; and I observe from his 
practice since, that he is much more cau- 
tious, and of course more gentle, I rejoice 
that this day's trial is over, as I was appre- 
hensive, after all that I had suffered, and 
.w some degree in view of the haven, that 
I should be obliged to abandon the enter- 
prise; walked two miles this evening. 

August 27. — Found no ill consequence ; 
wept well; body open; pulse temperate. 
Mr. Home called to hear the , effect of 



$14 DISEASED STATE OP THE INTERNAL 

yesterday's operation. Wednesday we re-r 
sume it ; I observe that since we suspended 
the use of the caustic, I have felt my general 
health better; very little of the dizziness; 
my stomach not so much disordered^ and 
more like the feeling of a maq in health 
and spirits, 

August s8.-^Body open ; am comfort-? 
able, and without any very disagreeable 
feelings. 

August 29. — This morning I had a very 
considerable dizziness which affected my 
head, more or less for half an hour ; wher^ 
Mr. Home attended, I mentioned this cir- 
cumstance, but said I did not consider it of 
any consequence, and that I was ready to, 
submit to the application ; but he declined 
using the caustic, and proposed my taking 
physic to-morrow, deferring the operation 
till Friday. 

August 30. — Took the physic; had six 
motions; my stomach much indisposed 
with wind ; felt myself easy towards the 
evening, and slept tolerably well. 
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August 31. — Having had no return of 
dizziness, Mr. Home applied the caustic; 
had a very good application ; he said the 
appearance of the probe bougie was the 
most satisfactory of any he had seen. The 
pain was great, but not extreme, such only 
as I could well sustain. I told Mr. Home 
that I now seriously began to think of post- 
poning the use of the caustic for some time, 
as I made no doubt, but by a moderate use of 
the bougie, I could so manage as to preserve 
the ground we had acquired ; that I cer- 
tainly found myself very much relieved by 
the use of the caustic, for many of the evils 
I did suffer before now existed no longer ; 
But that three months confinement, and 
the advanced season of the year, made me 
extremely desirous of giving both my body 
and mind some relief, for I could not divest 
myself of the feelings resulting from the 
knowledge, that on every other day I was 
to undergo this operation ; moreover, that 
I should be ill fitted to sustain the winter, 
if I did not previously enjoy some quiet f 
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pure air, and gentle exercise; that as ta 
passing a bougie into the bladder, however 
much it was desirable, I saw no imme-* 
diate prospect, and therefore all thingsi 
considered, I did not conceive it prudent 
to postpone my resolution much longer* 
He regretted much, that we had lately met 
with delay very unexpected^ and therefore 
had himself very maturely weighed my 
case, and thought as the season was so far. 
advanced, it would be necessary for me to 
have some relaxation. If in two or three 
more trials, the bougie should enter the 
bladder, it would be a most desirable event* 
He could not pretend to say positively, that 
it <would happen, but from all appearances* 
he saw no cause to believe the contrary; and 
if it should so happen, it would take such a 
load off my mind, that of not being obliged 
to recur to the same system, as would con-> 
tribute very much to the establishment 
of my general health. We therefore deter- 
mined to submit to three more applications, 
if sq many became necessary ; and this 
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being resolved, it must be almost a positive 
conviction of success, that can induce me 
to exceed this number. On those clays 
which are free from application, I aril tole- 
rably well, and can go up and down stairs 
with some degree of my former agility. 

September i. — No ill effects result from 
the last application ; in general, I feel my- 
self almost comfortable, and free from 
pain. 

September 2. — This day Mr. Home in- 
troduced a probe bougie, very much less 
than that which he usually employed ; this 
tent in the operation, and did not reach 
the stricture. He introduced the caustic of 
the old size, but that did not readily go up, 
either; so he withdrew it, and as I expe- 
fenced no pain, he proposed trying it again 
*°**norrow. He enquired of me whether I 
* a *i experienced any irritation on the pre- 
cec 4ing day ; not the least. The day being 
ex <Cessively hot he supposed might occasion 
l h^ bougies to bend in the urethra. No 
P^in from this attempt ensued, but in the 
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evening, twice I experienced much dizzi- 
ness, and my head was considerably affected 
each time for two or three minutes ; these 
attacks determined me not to have the ap- 
plication % to-morrow, or indeed any more 
for the present. 

September 3. — When I mentioned what 
had happened to Mr. Home, he said it was 
his intention only to try a common bougie 
much less even than that of yesterday* to 
see whether he could hit off the passage 
into the bladder ; for as the stream of water 
is at times very good, it would be pleasant 
if we could get even a smaller sized bougie 
into the bladder before I left London. He 
tried, but it went up only to the stricture ; 
he did not press it ; it gave me no pain* 
but some few drops of blood followed it. 
He approved of my going into the country 
for change of air, the season now so far 
advanced as to admit of no delay. He did 
not apprehend any bad consequence would 
result from suspending the use of the caus- 
tic; an acquaintance of mine, (L. K.) 
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Was obliged to suspend the operation for 

some months ; he then resumed if, and the 

pure was accomplished. He recommended 

to me to pass every three or four days, a 

bougie of the size he made use of to-day, 

but not to keep it any time in the urethra; 

$nd said he would commit to writing the 

few rules he would have me observe, and 

yrhat I should do under peculiar circum-? 

stances, if such actually happened. I shewed 

him my urine, which had the appearance 

pf being made by a man in most perfect 

h^lth : this was satisfaction to him, as it 

proved that my bladder had in a great 

degree recovered its tone. He thought that 

#ter I had recovered from the effect of 

vte caustic, I should feel myself still more.' 

Coiinfortable. 

In a day or two I went into the country 
*t*out thirty miles; bore my journey with-' 
6u t inconvenience. Whilst there, used fre- 
^^ntly to take the air in a low park carriage, 
a **<i aftet the first week mounted a poney, 
***** rode three or four miles a foot pace ; 
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but a very few days after my arrival, my 
urine began to have a faint disagreeable 
smell, which I thought a bad symptom, 
k owing well, that w^th me it is always 
the forerunner of evil. Every day this en- 
creased, and it was accompanied with a 

■ 

great sediment of mucus, and frequent irri- 
tation to make water, which I could do 
without any difficulty; but after passing a 
month in the country, the desire to urine 
was so frequent that I thought it necessary 
to return to London to consult Mr. Home. 
He enquired if I came to remain in town ; 
I told him my intentions were to remain 
another month in the country, if I could 
overcome this frequent inclination to make 
water, and wished him to try whether 
we had lost any ground, since the opera- 
tions were suspended. This he declined, 
thinking it could do no good, and might 
increase the present irritation ; thus we 
parted, I had intended to leave town very 
shortly, but finding myself daily becoming 
more incapable of mingling in society, I 
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sent for Mr. Home, being resolved to give 
over all thoughts of the country, and deter- 
mined to resume the introduction of the 
caustic, and to continue it, if possible, till 
we had got a passage into the bladder* 
He introduced it, and was well pleased to 
find that without the least impediment, it 
went up to the old barrier at 7 inches. The 
introduction gave me much pain for a 
short time, but it soon subsided. This was 
on Friday the 12th of October. 

October 14. — This morning Mr. Home 

introduced the probe bougie, preparatory 

for the caustic. He gave me infinite pain ; 

he was insensible to my entreaties, or to 

my scream, for such was the acuteness of 

the pain, I could not command myself. 

After a minute or something more, he with-* 

" r eto the bougie, and wished me joy of 

v * n g Passed into the bladder. Indeed this 

**s a joyful moment, thus having accom- 

Pushed, and at a time so very unexpected, 

y*^t which I had been attempting for three 
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years ; and conscious that unless We could 
accomplish our point, it was my lot to drag 
on a miserable existence. Very little blood 
followed from this operation, but he recom- 
mended me to keep very quiet. He had 
always said, that whenever he perforated 
this stricture, most likely an ague and fever 
would follow it; so it happened. About 
eleven I was seized with a cold fit, went 
instantly to my bed, and in less than half an 
hour, the hot fit followed > which lasted five or 
Six hours, but was not violent; some reach- 
ing, and a severe head-ache. During the 
course of the night was constantly making 
water, I suppose not less than two quarts ; 
the smell not so bad, but much mucus. The 
having passed a bougie into the bladder so* 
occupied all my thoughts, that I considered! 
the ague and fever not as an evil, but as 
the necessary consequence of our successful 
operation. 

October 16. — Mr. Honie again passed a 
bougie into the bladder ; I did not feel thg 
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twentieth part of the pain of the preceding 
operation* The ease with which it entered 
exceeded his expectatipns ; for it frequently 
happens, that such a severe operation as I 
had lately sustained creates spasm, or some 
other impediment, to the passing the bougie 
into the bladder upon the next trial, after 
the point had been first accomplished ; 
indeed in any circumstances of difficulty he 
would not have ventured to persist. 

I feel no pain whatsoever, but have still a 
frequent desire to urine, and much mucus 
passes. I observe with pleasure, that when 
I have been able to retain my urine so long, 
that three or four large spoonfuls are in the 
Madder, it is discharged with such a stream, 
as I have been unaccustomed to see for 
many years, and without the- least stoppage, 
^h as I w^s wont to have before the 
bougie had entered the bladder. To re- 
medy this irritation, I have taken some 
Purging physic, hitherto without much 
effect, although I have been as careful to 
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avoid catching cold, as a delicate lady after 
the birth of her first child, not having been 
out of my chamber for the last ten days ; 
yet had I been as negligent as the most 
of our hardy fox hunters, I could not have 
fared worse, tant je suis enrhumtei but I 
care not; the bougie has made good its 
passage into the bladder ; there is my great 
comfort* 

October 18. — Mr. Home again passed a 
bougie into the bladder, with more ease 
than before ; frequent desire to make water j 
much mucus; the irritation principally in 
the day time ; whilst in bed from night to 
morn, urine five, six, or seven times* 

October si. — The cold and irritation 

* 

continue, and the other symptoms also; 
this day somewhat easier ; passed a bougie 
myself into the bladder, without any inter- 
ruption. Mr. Home supposes the irritation 
in the bladder will subside in some few 
days, but at present the complaint is very 
troublesome, though unaccompanied with 
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pain, but very inconvenient. In all other 
respects I feel myself quite well, and 
gradually gaining strength. 

November 1.— -Bid adieu to my surgeons. 
The frequent calls to make water still 
continue, but I always pass the urine with- 
out difficulty; much mucus. In the night 
make water four, five, or six times ; sleep 
remarkably well; for although awakened 
by the inclination to urine, it flows rea- 
dily, and I am again asleep in a few minutes. 
1 pass the bougie myself every third or 
fourth day. I have a tolerably good appe- 
tite, and might be said to enjoy perfect 
health, but for this great inconveniency ; 
for in the day time it is much more trouble- 
some than in the night. 

October , 1799. — It is now almost a 
year, since a bougie was first passed into 
the bladder. I have occasionally continued 
the practice, the intervals never exceeding 
ten days, and not keeping it in the urethra 
toore than one or two minutes. The fre- 
^sney of making water has encreased, and 
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h become iincomfor table ; much toudus 
passes, from me, mixed with blood. I hive 
consulted my surgeon and several physi- 
cianB^hut whatever rules or medicines they 
Hfeive prescribed have done me no servide* 
I have lately used warm s&a baths for six 
weeks, but find them equally rnfcfficacio&B. 
It is- a: very great inconvenience, particu- 
larly As I cannot mix much in society, or 
go to any public place whatsoever. But 
When I have stated this, I have stated all 
ipy ailndent§. Now for the bright side of 
the picture; my general health is so much 
improved, that I am congratulated by all 
my acquaintance upon my appearance. I 
can ride ten miles with much satisfaction, 
and whenever I have a call to make water, 
it pasges without difficulty. J feel no pkin 
of any kind; in short, could I surmount the 
frequency of making water, there w6uld be 
very few men of my age, (sixty->five) more 
robust. This' amazing change from a life of 
pain and misery, I attribute entirely to the 
operation of the caustic. This copy of the 
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journal, which I kept during the operation, 
I give to Mr. Home, and hope he will be 
pleased to consider it as an acknowledgment 
of his professional abilities, and of my grate- 
ful remembrance of their exertion.* 



In this patient the irritability of the 
Madder never went off, but gradually en- 
creased, and in the year 1803, his sufferings 
were much aggravated by passing small 
portions of coagulable lymph incrusted with 
calcareous-like matter. These at first were 
' small) but in the month of May became 
more numerous and larger in size, requiring 
gnat effort and straining to force them 
•* of the Madder; but as soon as that was 
dfected, they readily passed through the 
urethra. Worn out by his sufferings, on 
Aead of July he died. 

Oh inspecting the body after death, the 
lowing appearances were observed. 

* This case may be considered prolix, but the author 
w *s allowed to publish it, on condition that no material 
^ration was made. 
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i 

The urethra had one uniformly smooth 
surface throughout its whole extent ; there 
was no appearance of contraction in any 
part of the canal ; but upon a minute exa- 
mi nation the spots, where the stricture at 5 
inches, and that at 7 inches had been, could 
be distinguished by the membrane being 
thin, and more compact at these parts than 
in any other.- The prostate gland was en- 
larged, and several different abscesses had 
formed in its substance ; these had opened 
into the cavity of the bladder, and the 
inflammation they produced had extended 
itself over the internal membrane, which 
was crusted over with coagulable lymph. 
This adventitious substance projected every 
where by very irregular processes into the 
cavity, and portions of it had during life 
been occasionally separated and voided with 
the urine. 

The left kidney was inflamed throughout 
its substance, and in some parts matter had 
been formed. 

In this case, the neck of the bladder had 
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suffered too much during the long conti- 
nuance of the stricture, to recover itself 
after the impediment to the urine had been 
removed ; to the gradual progress of dis- 
ease in that part are to be attributed the 
patient's sufferings, and the inflammation 
being extended to the cavity of the bladder 
was the cause of his death. During the 
progress of the cure of the stricture, the 
symptoms of disease in the prostate gland 
and bladder were much relieved, as has 
been already stated to happen in most cases 
of disease of that viscus, from whatever 
cause they may proceed ; but as soon as 
the canal of the urethra was rendered free, 
the symptoms of irritation in the bladder 
returned, and became more violent than 
before. 
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SECTION II. 

ULCERATION OF THE INTERNAL MEMBRANE 
OF THE BLADDER, ATTENDED WITH HJE* 
MOHRHAGE, ♦ 

* 

The internal membrane of the bladder k 
so rarely met with in a state of uker, from 
stricture, that when it does happen it can- 
not be considered as a direct effect of that 
disease, but rather as a more remote con- 
sequence, arising out of the injury the 
bladder receives from having been for a 
great many years kept in a disturbed 
state. 

Ulcers are met with in the bladder 
occasionally, without any disease in the 
neighbouring parts, in the same way as they 
sometimes occur in the stomach ; but I 
have only known the following instances 
where such ulcer has been combined with 
stricture. 
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A gentleman between fifty and sixty 
years* of age had a stricture for thirty 
years, which had been attended with vio- 
lent attack? of strangury, and frequent 
abscess in perineeo, so that there were 
several sinuses not only in the perinaeum, 
but near the anus, and over the pubis, 
which kept him in a state of great uneasi- 
ness. He was many years under the care 
of the late Mr. Hunter, and partly by 
BJj^nS of the paustip, aflfnit was then used, 
and the common bougie, he got so far the 
9aqag$inent of his stricture as to keep off 
ftMafiks of strangury, although the stream 
of Jtfijie was still small. Having arrived at 

this State, Ws health improved, and com- 
bing his situation with what it had been 
% so ipany years, he was perfectly satis- 
fed, and un willing to take any steps towards 
hhg better. 

In this state he had the imprudence to 
"*ne upon turtle, of which he eat heartily, 
^**d to drink strong punch ; in the night fol- 
lowing a strangury took place, and passing 
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a bougie brought away no urine. The pain 
in the region of the bladder was very severe, 
and I was called to his assistance. Passing 
the catheter brought away nothing but 
blood ; it was therefore presumed that it did 
not reach the bladder; his pain and tinea, 
siness were attended by fever, and at times 
delirium. In this state I punctured the 
bladder through the rectum ; two ounces of 
water only came away 'through the canula, 
but this afforded n^relief, and next day he 
died. 

Upon examining the parts after death, the 
cavity of the bladder was found distended 
with a large coagulum formed from a mix- 
ture of blood and urine. In searching f<pr 
the source of the bleeding, a srrtall ulcer was 
discovered on the posterior surface, £ of an 
inch square, which had destroyed the inter- 
ternal membrane only ; and in this part an 
artery had given way, from which the blood 
had issued into the cavity of the bladder, 
bringing on suppression of urine, and all 
the other symptoms which had occurred. 
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SEQTION III. 

COMMUNICATION OF THE BLADDER WITH 

THE RECTUM. 

A communication between the bladder and 
Tectum, by an opening directly from the one 
to the other, is unfortunately a complaint 
sometimes met with ; but it more fre- 
quently occurs from an ulcer taking place 
in the intestine, and making its way into the 
bladder, than from one in the bladder get- 
ting through into the rectum. That such a 
circumstance may happen is evident from 
the case stated in the last section ; for if no 
haemorrhage had taken place, the natural 
progress of the ulcer would have produced 
*uch a communication. 

The case of a sailor, in Mr. Hunter's 
^ork on the venereal disease, is of this kind, 
ar *d most probably arose from stricture in the 
Ur ^thra. For although the nature of the case 
^^s not sufficiently enquired into, the ac- 
c °unt mentions that such a communication 
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was brought on by the venereal disease; 
and when he got rid of the disease it healed 
up; but on his contracting it again, the 
urine passed by the rectum, and continued 
to do so for many years. The disease 
Eluded to must have beep gooorxhop^. 
One very distinctly markeg case of jhfc 
If ipd has come within my aw# observ^ipru, 
A gentleman with a spasmodic strict ^fe, 
who ww exceedingly irritable, put, him- 
self under my care. Passing a commc^n 
bougie to examine the state of . thp urethra 
brought on a fever and ague, and #re$i loc^J 
irritation, in consequence of which bp was 
confined to the house for; several days^ 
but on using a bougie a good deal smaller, 
with a view of palliating the symptoms, it 
went on into the bladder and gave him 
great relief, particularly from a symptom 
which he had not thqught of sufficient 
consequence to notice particularly > which 
was part of the urine coming by the tec- 
turn. I told hiqi that I believed there must 
be some mistake, as I did not conceive the 
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uirine passed that way, and it was probably 
nly some transparent mucus, which the 
lands of the rectum secreted when in a 
of irritation. He said he had no doubt 
its being urine, and I was also convinced 
it was, after having seen it dried upon a 
doth, in which state it left no stiffening, 
which the mucus of the rectum always 
does. 

By going on with the use of the common 
bougie, these symptoms ceased entirely. 




SECTION IV. 

RUPTURE OF THE BLADDER, OR ITS COM- 
MUNICATION WITH THE CAVITY OF THE 

ABDOMEN. 

, > 

Th is disease, as well as those of the two 
former sections, must be considered as an 
ulcer in the bladder, each of them produc- 
ing effects according to the parts destroyed 
by the ulcer. As these effects of ulceration 
are very important, and their symptoms 
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wide'y different, it appeared best to treat 
of them separately. 

A rupture of the bladder is often talked 
of, and in the way in which it is supposed 
to take place, I believe rarely, if ever, hap- 
pens. Indeed the mode in which it took 
place in the following case was a circum- 
stance I was totally unprepared for, not 
having met with any thing in my former 
experience, which led to the probability of 
such an event. 

Thomas Hall, a labourer, 44 years of 
age, was admitted into St. George's hospital, 
October 19th, 1802. 

Twenty-three years ago he had a severe 
gonorrhoea, soon after which he remarked 
that at times his stream of urine was less 
than usual, and that he was longer in 
emptying his bladder than formerly; he 
likewise occasionally felt a severe pain 
along the urethra, after voiding his urine. 
Although these symptoms never entirely 
left him, he did not for a number of years 
observe them to increase; but about six 
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or seven years ago, they became much more 
troublesome, and in addition to them there 
was great frequency of making water, and 
occasionally he was unable to pass any for 
several hours. From that time these symp- 
toms gradually increased. Three years ago 
he had a total suppression of urine, which last* 
ed more than two days, notwithstanding 
all the common means were tried. At the 
time of his being received into the hospital, 
he had a constant inclination to make water, 
which continued to run from him insensibly, 
and when he attempted to void it, he could 
only force it away by drops. 

On the soth I passed a small cat-gut 
bougie down to a stricture at 7 inches from 
the external orifice of the urethra. 

On the 21st the armed bougie was ap- 
plied to this stricture, which gave him 
little pain, and no particular symptoms 
followed. 

On the 23d the bougie could not be 
passed farther down than 5 inches, and 
the application of the armed bougie to that 
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part produced a great degree of pain ; how- 
ever he passed the remainder «of the day as 
usual, his urine dropping constantly from 
him. v 

On the S4th his urine ceased to come 
away spontaneously, and he had a complete 
suppression. 

On the fc$th in the eveningt he felt a 
rtfsh, as he termed it, from the, upper paprt 
of the bladder, which gave him the idea 
that his bladder had given way. This I 
told him was so improbable a circumstance, 
that I could not give credit to it. He com* 
plained of pain in the region of the bladder, 
which was so violent in the night, as to de- 
prive him of sleep ; the inclination to make 
water had ceased, although there wasa coeh 
siderable tumour in theregionof the bladder. 
Fomentations and the warm bath w£re had 
recourse, to ; he also took forty drops of 
tinctura opii by the mouth, and fifty were 
thrown up by clyster. In four hours he 
took fifty drops more. In the evening he 
had passed no urine ; the bladder appeared 
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much distended, but only painful when 
touched, and he had no inclination to make 
batef . He slept almost constantly ; his 
pulse was small and extremely frequent, his 
tongue dry. The smallest sized bougie was 
introduced, but did not ippear to enter the 
stricture, nor did it bring on dny inclina- 
tion to make water, although left in the 
urethra fpr upwards of a quarter of aii 
hour. 

Gctxtf>er a6. — He slept the whole night, 
tat neither passed any water nor had the 
inclination to do it ; had no pain when still, 
but motion of the body or pressure on the 
abdomen, which was much distended, occa- 
sioned great pain. 

'On the s6th the suppression tontinued, 
fiiftd at twelve o'clock at noon I examined 
by the rectum. The bladder was distinctly 
felt, but was not so prominent as is usual in 
satih cases. It was however judged expe- 
dient to puncture it through the rectum ;* 

* The mode in which the operation was performed, 
will be particularly stated in the 13th chapter. 
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only three ounces of urine were evacuated ; 
he felt no relief from the operation, and 
the tumour of the belly still continued. I 
thought it prudent under these circum- 
stances to withdraw the canula. In the 
evening no water had passed, either by the 
rectum or the urethra. He complained of 
pain all over the abdomen, which was con si- 
derably swelled and hard; his pulse was 
very small, and 140 in a minute; tongue 
dry and brown. From these symptoms I 
began to believe, that the feel he had expe- 
rienced of something giving way within 
him on the 24th must have been from the 
rupture of the bladder. 

On the 27th he passed no water; com- 
plained of great thirst, but seldom asked for 
drink. The abdomen became very much 
distended. 

On the 28th his extremities became cold; 
the pulse was hardly to be felt at the wrist; 
and at ten o'clock in the evening he died. 



fcUPTURE OF THE BLADDER, 241 



DISSECTIOK. 

On opening the cavity of the abdo- 
taen, a large quantity of urine was found 
to be contained in it. The intestines were 
inflamed, and covered by a layer of coa- 
gulable lymph, which glued them together. 
On looking for the opening by which 
the urine had got into the cavity of the 
abdomen, no direct communication w f as 
met with, as the bladder had given way 
.at the anterior part of its fundus, immedi- 
ately above the pubis, and the urine had 
passed along in the cellular membrane, 
between the peritonaeum and abdominal 
muscles, as high up as the navel. At this 
part the peritonaeum gave way, and the 
urine escaped into the general cavity of 
Ae abdomen. The opening through the 
internal membrane of the bladder was 
Ocular, and not larger than a common 
Sj 2ed goose quill ; but the opening through 
^muscular coat was about one inch in 
^meter. The cellular membrane, where- 

R 
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ever the urine had been in contact with it, 
was in a sloughy state. On examining the 
urethra a stricture was 'found at the mem- 
branous part, not thicker in its substance 
than a sheet of common writing paper , but 
so much contracted, as hardly to admit the 
smallest sized probe to pass through it ; 
the other parts of the canal were in a 
healthy state. The bladder was much 
thickened \n its coats, and the internal 
membrane thrown into folds, which formed 
. jridges on its internal surface. The opening 
made into the bladder by the trocar was 
plugged up by a coagulum of blood. 
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CHAPTER V. 

STRICTURES BROUGHT ON BY ONANISM* 

wrictures vary from one another, not 
only according to the peculiarities of the 
patient's constitution, and the length of the 
continuance of the disease, but also the 
tawses which produce them. This is more 
especially the case with strictures which 
arise from onanism, accidental violence 
upon the perinaeum, or inflammation of 
the glands of the urethra. I have therefore 
considered them apart from strictures aris- 
ing from other causes, and have given to 
ttch a separate chapter, that their peculi- 
arities' may be more readily observed by 
the practitioner. 

Onanism has been justly believed by all 
writers uponv the subject to be productive 
^ great injury to the constitution, and has 
"^n considered as the cause of impotence* 
^inal weakness, general debility, wasting 

R a 
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of the flesh, consumption, and death; but 
in what/way these consequences have arisen, 
no author, with whose works I am ac- 
quainted, has in any way explained, Mr. 
Hunter, to whom this branch of knowledge 
is so much indebted, has fallen into an 
error in treating too lightly the bad con- 
sequences arising from that practice, and 
states that the only disadvantage is the 
person having the power of too frequent 
repetition.* My respect for Mr. Hunter's 
opinions had a strong influence upon my 
own, and induced me to consider the ac- 
counts, which have been laid before the 
public of tbe effects of this practice, as ex- 
ceedingly exaggerated ; and the more so t 
as I did not see in what way they could be 
produced. But in this, as in mosl* other 
subjects, the truth lies between the ex- 
tremes, and my experience in the treatment 
of strictures has since enabled me to ascer- 
tain, that onanism is one of the causes of 
their formation. 

* Hunter on the Venereal Disease, p. 200. 
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Onanism is unfortunately a practice too 
often made use of before the parts have 
arrived at perfection, and although they are 
capable of being excited by the passions, 
have not acquired their full powers so as 
to fit them for the performance of their 
functions. This period is when the penis 
is capable of erection, but before the tes- 
ticles have the power of secreting semen. 
At this time an occasional attempt to per- 
form the complete act might be productive 
of benefit, and if it were only repeated at 
certain intervals might do no material mis- 
chief. But if it be frequently resorted to, 
and the parts are urged beyond their 
powers, the consequence must be a want- 
of correspondence between the secretion of 
the semen, and the necessary actions in the 
Urethra for its expulsion ; and such Is the 
connection of parts, or sympathy between 
the testicles and urethra, that when once 
the chain of the regular series of actions is 
broken in upon, the parts become so much 
disturbed as to act independently, and their 
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actions interfere with one another. This 
happens in various ways in different con- 
stitutions, according to the peculiarities of 
each individual, and diseases of different 
kinds are produced. Those of the testicles 
do not come within the limits of the pre- 
sent inquiry. It may, however, be stated, 
that the secretion will at times be formed 
too soon, and the emission take place before 
the orgasm, or even before there has been 
a complete erection of the penis; or it may 
be too slow, and be delayed till the erec- 
tion shall have previously subsided. . 

The effect of the practice of onanism 
upon the urethra is throwing the muscular 
fibres of the lining of that canal into irre- 
gular action, and by doing so rendering 
them liable to spasms, so that when the 
orgasm takes place, more especially where 
it is produced before there is a perfect 
secretion of semen, the part of the urethra 
behind the bulb contracts with a violence 
attendant upon all unnatural spasmodic 
actions, and does not relax again when- the 
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act is completed, but requires a greater 
effort to free it, than the urine is capable 
of making. 

It is not, I trust, necessary to go into a 
more detailed explanation of this mode of 
producing strictures, after what has been 
stated in a former volume upon an Eastern 
custom of prolonging the venereal act, 
which has been attended by a similar 
effect. 

The following cases will illustrate the 
symptoms which are characteristic of a 
stricture brought on by onanism. 



CASES OF STRICTURE BROUGHT ON BY 

ONANISM. 

#• 

Case I. 

A gentleman, who had early addicted 
himself to that pernicious vice, had the 
following symptoms brought on at the age 
of si ; frequent emissions in sleep, attended 
with great lassitude, depression of spirits, 
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and loss of geperal strength, head ache, 
inability to apply his mind to business, or 
exert himself for the whole of the day after 
such an effect had taken place. These oc-< 
casionally happened for several nights in 
succession, and then left him for six or 
seven, but that was the longest interval. 
The effect of these attacks upon his reason-* 
ing faculties was such as to make him com-' 
pletely miserable, I explained to him that 
I thought it probable the symptoms of 
which he complained arose from a spasmo-* 
die stricture, immediately behind the bulh 
of the urethra, brought on by the practices 
to which he confessed he had been addicted ; 
and upon passing a bougie, this proved to 
be really the case. As the urethra, although 
in an irritable state, admitted with some 
little difficulty a tolerably sized bougie to 
p^ss on into the bladder, I thought the 
use of the common bougie might be suf- 
ficient to relax that part of the urethra, and 
by being frequently applied might take off 
the preternatural sensibility. This however 
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upon trial was not found to answer, and 
little advantage was gained by its use. It 
was therefore found necessary to have re- 
course to the caustic, and six or seven appli- 
cations of the armed bougie had the power 
to take off the sensibility of the urethra, as 
well as to remove the spasmodic contraction ; 
and the tendency to emissions with all their 
enervating effects was very much relieved* 

Case II. 

* 

A gentleman who had been addicted to 
the same practice at an early period of life, 
when arrived at the age of 25 consulted 
me on account of the following symptoms, 
which had distressed him for several years. 
He had frequently nocturnal emissions, at- 
tended with pain, lassitude, and depression; 
but the most grievous part of his complaint 
was a total inability to have connexion with 
women ; for the moment his passions were 
excited, an effect very readily produced, 
emission took place, even before there was 
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a complete erection . These symptoms wew 
so much under the influence of the mind, 
that this only happened when the mind 
interfered, for when there was no excite- 
ment of the passions his erections were 
perfect. Strengthening medicines, the cold 
bath, and opiates had been tried without 
material advantage. On examining the ure- 
thra by means of a bougie, a spasmodic 
stricture was met with at 7 inches from the 
external orifice ; this was removed by four 
applications of the armed bougie. His 
nocturnal emissions were then rendered less 
frequent, nor was the emission at other 
times so hastily brought on; and by the 
jise of the bougie every other day, simply 
passed into the bladder and withdrawn, the 
urethra lost much of its irritability, and- the 
parts were brought a degree nearer their 
natural healthy state. 

Many other cases of this kind have come 
under my notice; but there are obvious 
reasons for not dwelling upon them, further 
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than can answer a useful purpose ; and' those 
which have been stated contain the most 
material symptoms belonging to the dis*- 
cased state of these parts, which results 
from this practice. Whether the stricture 
taking place* is the cause of the other symp- 
toms, or is only to be considered as one of 
the number, it may be very difficult to deter- 
mine; there is however little reason to doubt 

i 

that till the stricture is removed, there is 
Ho chance of the others being cured. 

The dreadful effects of this practice stated 
ky Tissot, I hope are rarely, if ever, to be 
met with in this country. But from what I 
have seen of the greater irritability of the 
constitutions of the natives of France, and 
other southern climates, and the violent 
effects which I have known strictures to 
produce in such constitutions, in some in- 
stances bordering upon insanity, I have no 
doubt of every thing having occurred in 
practice which has been stated by that 
author. 
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Such effects are most probably entirely 
confined to patients of a yery nervous 
irritable constitution, in which the natural 
powers of those Organs are weak, and there- 
fore more than in other persons liable tp b§ 
influenced by the mind* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

STRICTURES BROUGHT ON BY ACpiDENTAL 
VIOLENCE ON THE PERINEUM. 

Otrictures arising from this cause may 
exist for a long while without being known 
to the patient ; for although the stream of 
urine is not of its usual size, after the 
parts about the neck of the bladder have 
recovered from the immediate violence of 
the accident, such an effect is naturally 
believed to arise from the bladder not having 
recovered its tone so as to throw out the 
urine with its usual force. There are in- 
stances in which the local injury has been 
so great, that the urine is voided with much 
straining and difficulty, in small quantities 
at a time, and this long after all the imme- 
diate symptoms of the accident have sub- 
Sided, so as to leave no doubt of a stricture 
liaving taken place. Such cases however are 
of rare occurrence, and always, I believe, 
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terminate fatally. They certainly do not 
admit of relief from the use of the caustic, 
since the bladder must be unable to carry 
on its functions under the existing diffi- 
culties, for so long a period as will be 
required to enlarge the canal ; and the in- 
flammation produced by the caustic at each 
application, fin parts so much injured, is 
liable to bring on a complete suppression* 
and thereby aggravate the symptoms it 
was meant to relieve. In cases of this de- 
scription, I should propose, in the first in- 
stance, puncturing the Madder through the 
rectum, and after the urine had found a fre6 
passage that way, then taking up the use of 
the caustic to the stricture. 

The symptoms most commonly met with 
in strictures arising from this cause are 
attacks of ague, attended With great irri- 
tation in the stomach, and as these were not 
known to be effects of any disease in the 
urethra, the medical practitioner, as well as 
the patient, has, in many instances, been 
misled, and supposed the complaint to be in 
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the stomach . The following cases were both 
mistaken in this way. 

Case I. 

An officer in the army met with an 
accident by falling from his horse with 
great violence upon the stump of a tree, 
which struck upon the perinseum; the 
ifflmediateefiects of the fall were pain, swell- 
ing in the part, and difficulty in making 
water ; these symptons gradually subsided, 
and be was considered as perfectly well, 
nor was he sensible that he did not make 
water as well as other people, not having any 
absolute difficulty in discharging it. He 
wasfrom that time exceedingly liable to at* 
tacks of ague, which were supposed to be the 
consequence of having been in America. 
These increased upon him both in violence 
and frequency ; the slightest exposure to 
cold brought them on, and his health became 
so much impaired as to make it necessary 
for him to quit his profession. He had 
been three or four years in this state, when 
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a medical friend, who had read the formef 
volume of this work, suggested 'the idea of 
its being possible that those agues might be 

• * 

symptomatic of stricture, and begged of him 
to consult me upon that subject ♦ In the 
investigation of his complaint, it was found 
that from the time of the accident his water 
had never flowed in a full stream, and that at 
the time of these attacks it was expelled with 
difficulty, and loaded with mucus. On pass- 
ing a bougie a stricture was met with at 
5 and \ inches from, the external orifice; this 
was only a secondary one, and there was 
another at 6 and f which had taken place in 
consequence of the accident. I told him 
the aguish attacks were only symptomatic 
of the strictures, and all that was necessary 
for their relief was the removal of the ob- 
structions in the urethra ; but that in the 
process necessary for this purpose we 
should most probably be impeded in our 
progress by very violent attacks of ague, 
and therefore it became necessary to use 
every precaution to guard against them. 
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He put himself under my care, and confined 
himself entire to the house. The first 
stricture readily gave way, not requiring 
more than two applications of the armed 
bougie ; this allowed me to come to the 
obstruction produced by the accident. The 
second application to this part brought on 
a paroxysm of fever, but not very violent ; 
the seventh application was attended with a 
severe attack, accompanied with delirium 
and head ache ; nor did the paroxysm 
go completely off for 24 hours. He was 
now so much overset and weakened, that it 
was necessary to leave the parts to them- 
selves for six days, and at the end of that 
time I attempted to pass a catheter, which 
went into the bladder; the surrounding 
parts were so much thickened that it was 
Jtopps^ible to pass a bougie through them, 
but an instrument which was curved, and 
tad firmness to admit of its being guided by 

***ehand, went on with tolerable ease. 
I told him. that it was necessary for the 

•°^theter k to be passed occasionally, to bring 
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that part of the tirethfa as much as pfcfe- 
sible into its natural State, afld that this 
mode should be continued te freveirt the 
recurrence of the syttiftWtaW. 



Case II. 

' A geMlemdh by accident **ri against & 
post, which w*s just high enough to Strike 
with ^ett forte upon the perihfeuin. A 
Violent inrtatoffiiftiott «ttne on, attended 
Vrith Mtfarigbry, and fan attack of feVer 
-whidi was Very severe ; an abcess fbrnfteti 
in perih^o; this broke, and the Witfe Wss 
in jjart evacuated by the fistttfoes drffic*. 
These symptoms went eff,*nd alflKJugh fcfe 
urine did We* flow ho readily as before, thafc 
circwfri st fence was riot attended to, te he ftiffl 
^n© difficulty >in Voiding ft. Frorn fliis tftoe 
he tiec&W subject *o attacks <oY feVe* Optih 
'every exfpostfre to *tie elects of coUh hfe 
stomach was always in a disturbed state, 
and thefever^ish pardxysrns were attributed 
to that cause. With a tview to their Re- 
moval different physician* ivUrecohstfltedi 
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various stomachic medicines were tried ; 
the Bath waters were persevered in for some 
months ; but the complaints continued to 
increase. 

As during the feverish paroxysms the 
urine was loaded with mucus, and it re? 
quired a considerable effort to void it, 
attended with frequency, and as no consti- 
tutional treatment had given the smallest 
relief, it became a question whether the 
original complaint, from which the fever 
and affections of the stomach arose, might 
nqt be situated in the urethra. Upon this 
gtound I was consulted, and upon hearing 
the history of the case, did not hesitate to 
give-tny opinion that there was a stricture 
in the urethra, which was the cause of ail 
the! constitutional symptoms the patient 
laboured under. On examination of . the 
urethra a stricture was met with at £§ 
tedhes, which led me to beJUeve there were 
three different obstructions > The use of the 
caustic was adopted for their rejnpval, *i»4 
in the progress of the cufl? we were fre- 
queulljf interrupted by paioiyssw ftf feyer 

S3 
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of a very violent kind, attended with par- 
tial suppressions. The progress of the cure 
was very tedious ; and a number of cir- 
cumstances unconnected with it made us 
from time to time intermit the use of the 
caustic for two or three months together. 
It was not till after a period of three years, 
that the passage was sufficiently" open to 
admit a catheter to be introduced into the 
bladder/ and even then a bougie could hot 
be passed. By persevering in the use of 
the catheter for several weeks, the parts lost 
considerably of their hardness, and a bougie 
very much curved could occasionally be 
guided into the bladder; this however was 
too uncertain to be depended on, and I 
advised that the use of the catheter should 
be persevered im At the end of the first 
year the patient lost all the symptoms in 
fee stomach which had 'given* him so much 
dfetrefes, and only suffered from those that 

■* • • * 

Were immediately the effects of the caustic; 
Atod when the catheter could be introduced 
these alstftefrhtoir : V> = : o • ,. . 
t>I» ihi$r«a$« thq ^tribtun* having 4>een 
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produced by an external violence, all the 
surrounding parts had been injured, and 
were so much thickened, that the portion of 
the urethra which , was included in them 
could never • be restored to its natural 
healthy state ; and unless, the use of the 
catheter is persevered in, the patient will 
he liable to a recurrence of the symptoms. 



t «<fe 3 



< i 



CHAPTER Vfr. 

STRICTURES PXbDUtEt) BY **FfiA*&ttA*¥d»' 
IN THE tA**W M id* T^E ANfiftfofc ^ik*t 
OF trfE UkEf hR'A. 
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Having asserted as a general rule, that 
strictures take place in a particular part of 
the urethra, which from its structure and 
functions is rendered peculiarly liable to 
this complaint, it may appear to be a con- 
tradiction to every thing that has been 
stated to assert, that this disease is also met 
with in the anterior part of the urethra, 
without being preceded by any contraction 
hearer the bladder. This however is a stric- 

« 

ture of a very different nature ; it is not 
properly a contraction of the internal 
membrane of the urethra, which I have 
defined a common stricture to be, but a 
thickening of the coats of the canal, brought 
on in consequence of inflammation having 



taken pl^je in tjip (Juctpf ^he lacuna,,^ 
e*ten<|ed jt;s$lf tq.f tye urethra where f he duct 
ppgns. But ^s it produces 3 tightness in tfye 
urgthraat that part, the removal of whigh 
requires the use of bougies, and too often 
tb£ y .application of the caustic, it is better 
in a practical work likp the present to raqk 
the. disease, Jipwever different in its nature, 
under the geppral head of strictures, than 
to, give it a particular name. 

TJ)is disuse) ,is not sitijated always in the 
swn^pftrt pfthe.Hretbra ; but.it is ^general 
ajbout three pr Xpyr inches from thp extern^] 
qrifice, and is readily distinguish^ from a 
cajn»fiB^tricturje„ by a. hard lurgp being 
distinctly felt through the common jpjcgu- 
jBtefflte, <h> the lower si^rf^ce pf tfre u^thra, 
ajtovrt the size of hjalf a pea, projecting ex- 
ternary, beyond the corpus spongiosum 
uretfaree. This thickening of the coats of 
the yretbra is a Jocal disease, brought on by 
s$#ie gcqidpntjal inflammation, which may 
U&doubtedjy ^rise frpm different causes, as 
the.CQn5titutiprts of different patients have 
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various peculiarities belonging to thdm ; 
but in all instances which have come under 
my own observation, the complaint has been 
traced to the use of some irritating injec- 
tion, the violent effects of which were so 
immediate as to render it impossible to make 
any mistake respecting the cause. 

I have seen twenty cases at least of this 
kind of stricture, arid as the treatment tHey 
require differs materially from that which 
has been recommended ih the more usual 
cases of strictures^ it becomes necessary- to ■: 
point out in what this difference consists, 
which can be better done by general 
observations, than by the statement of 
particular cases. * 

As this complaint consists of la thickening 
of the muscular coat of the urethra as well 
as the internal lining, and also of the cellu- 
lar membrane by which that coat is sur- 
rounded, it will be readily understood that 
little can be effected by the use of the 
common bougie, the parts not being pos- 
sessed of a power of yielding as in common 
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strictures. The use of the caustic must 

therefore necessarily be resorted to; but if 

the caustic is so large as to produce a slough 

extending into the surrounding parts in 

their present weakened state, an abcess may 

*^lce place in the lacuna, which was the 

°**iginal seat of the complaint, and this- 

^*eaking into the urethra, and admitting 

^Vae urine into the abcess, may be productive 

*^>f very serious consequences. One instance • 

^*f this kind occurred to me in:the : year 

^79&9 before I was sufficiently acquainted 

\vith the nature of the disease; an abcess 

formed, the urine escaped into it, and it was 

necessary to make an external opening just 

before the scrotum, by which the parts were 

relieved; and the patient afterwards got 

well * 

Since that period, I have been induced to 
make use of a small bougie to enter or pass 
through the tightened part, and have im- 
mediately upon withdrawing it applied an 
armed bougie a size or two larger ; the first 

* This case is stated in page 215 of the first volume. 
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bougie giving the direction of the orifice* and 
the small size of: the caustic preventing the 
risk, above mentioned. As soon as j repeated 
applications of jthe caustic m this way have 
enabled me to r make use df a boogie ©fa 
very moderate size, I have desisted injtirely 
from the use of tive caustic, arid have $d- 
vised i my patient to be satisfied, with the 
steady and uh remit ting use of ai bougie of 
that size, passing it regularly every other 
morn iwg into the bladder, Stnd immediately 
imhdrawing it, as the parts in thefirpreefRt 
circumstances do not bear a greater degree 
of violence. But if in the course of a year or 
two the present thickening should subside, 
a second attemptujig^it be made witJi the 
caustic, still further to j increase the size of 
the canal at this part. 

; Jb such cases the urethra is more liable 
to inflammation than in the more ordinary 
cases «f stricture ; add • at' these times the 
thickening and external swefting are much 
increased, often requiring six orseven days 
before they subside, and a at rangury > or 
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ewnptete stoppage of urine is by no means 

timtommon. This Occasions the'fcr&gressof 
the cttre to be very tedious, and makes fc 
grSat deal of judgment rietfttsaty ion "the 
prt^Tthe surgeon in the ffiatfageHienfc-df 
the armed' bougie. 

T'hfe "mistake su*ge<tfis ' wHt naturally' be 
Ifcbttfto in such cases fe the atfWnVfrtfhg t«> 
flftch<and having readily succeeded open- 
ing the canal to a certain" extent, they* Will 
beksdtdpush on and increase the aperture. 
Id- this they will not only be encouraged by 
thrpAtient, but wftl €v«nfee hfiportuMed to 
do it ; and their not doing it will by some be 
considered as not having done their duty. 
This makes it more necessary to point out 
the risk to which such attempts are liable, 
and to state that by going a little too far, a 
fresh inflammation may come on attended 
with a renewal of the thickening, and con- 
sequently a loss of all that had been gained by 
the former process. It is also to be observed, 
that as such inflammation of the lacunae 
is a very uncommon occurrence, it can only 
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happen in patients whose constitutions are 
not naturally strong, and in whom thesp 
parts are more liable to.be violently affected 
by, slight causes than in people, in general, 
and that therefore the surgeon should be 
more than usually upon his guard. 

Where attention is paid to the rules which 
have been laid down, there are no cases of 
stricture more capable of being relieved by 
the caustic, and that with perfect safety ; 
and indeed in the present state of our know- 
ledge there is no other mode by which ih$y 
can be treated with any material advantage 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

STRICTURES PRODUCING OTHER DISEASES. 

In a disease so general as stricture in the 
tierthra, and which has so powerful an in- 
fluence upon the constitutions of different 
patients, it has been one of the objects of 
the present work to detect such complaints 
as arise in consequence of it, and to point 
them out to the practitioner, with a view 
that he may not mistake them for original 
diseases; and that when they do occur under, 
doubtful circumstances, it may be known 
that stricture is among the causes from 
which they may arise. 



SECTION I. 

ERYSIPELAS IN CONSEQUENCE OF STRICTURE. 

Erysipelas is among the diseases at- 
tendant upon stricture, although of rare 
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occurrence ; I have only met with two cases 
of this kind. In both of them passing a com- 
mon bougie jr\to tfye bladder, when it met 
with any resistance, brought on a violent 

e|$4pWw upon the head and face, which 
went off in a few days, without affecting 
the other parts of the body. The applica- 
tion of the arpied bougie brought on an 
attack of the same kind ; the effects of cold, 
whenever they diminished the stream of 
urine, and disturbed the functions of the 
bladder, produced the same effect. But 
after the stricture had been destroyed* by 
means of the caustic, the use of the com- 
mon b&ugie was regularly pursued, once a 
week, without bringing on any disturbance 
i« the urethra, ai*d was not followed by 
erysipelas ; nor was thereat other times any 
tendency to that complaint. 

This becomep #n additional proof, to 
inany which have been already stated in 
these volumes, of the great sympathy or 
connection of parts between the urethra 
aod constitution. at large, and the readiness 
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*\(h which ft local irritation in that men*. 
toafte h capable of disturbing the general 
habit. 

It also throws considerable light upon 
the nature of complaints which can be so 
produced, giving evidence beyond all con- 
troversy, that they are diseases which can 
and may arise entirely from irritation acting 
upon the constitution in which they take 
place. For a simple bougie passed along the 
tftethra can have no effect upon the blood, 
** the humours of the body ; it can only 
frfcitaite the surface to which it is applied, 
**\d by so doing disturb the constitution to 
^kich that part belongs, and bring on such 
°**£vBiplaints as that constitution is liable to 
tve when so disturbed. 





SECTION II. 

SCIATICA IN CONSEQUENCE OF STRICTtJRE. 

ains down the thighs in the course of 
he sciatic nerves are considered as symp- 
oms of calculus in the bladder, and are 
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occasionally met with in that disease; They 
"are however of so secondary a kind, as by 
no means to be depended upon in the in- 
vestigation of that complaint, since they also 
-belong to other diseases of the bladder, and 
neighbouring parts. 

The application of the armed bougie 
often produces a pain down the thighs in 
the course of the sciatic nerve ; but instances 
in which the branches of that nerve have 
been permanently affected by stricture are 
by no means, common, nor have I ever 
found them so in any case of calculus in the 
bladder. This affection does hot appear to 
be an immediate symptom of stricture, but 
a consequence of inflammation brought 
upon the strictured part by another disease, 
which in both of the following cases was 
gonorrhoea. It arises also from any other 
inflammation to which the parts, may be 
made liable. 
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OF STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA ATTENDJED 

< 

WITH SCIATICA AFTER EVERY ATTACK OF 
GONORRHOEA. 



CASE I. 

A gentleman who had Frequently con- 
tracted gonorrhoea, and had always been 
treated by the use of injections, in the year 
1 797* h a d a recent gonorrhoea, which was 
removed by the same means. He was after- 
wards attacked by sciatica, attended with 
spasms in the lower extremity of the same 
side, the most severe that can be imagined, 
followed by a painful affection of the back 
and knees. These symptoms were accom- 
panied by a gleet ; the use of calomel and 
antimonial powders, occasionally passing a 
bougie, and a voyage to a warm climate, 
removed these symptoms. 

In the year 1799 he was so unfortunate 
as to contract another gonorrhoea, and re- 
turned to the use of his former injection, 

which brought on the sciatica aggravated 

T 
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a disposition to become fat Since that 
time he has had no return of .sciatica. This 
account is communicated to me by Dr. 
Baird, Commissioner of Sick and Wounded 
Seamen, under whose care the patient re- 
covered. 

CASE II. 

An officer in the navy in the year if 86, 
when sixteen years of age, had a severe 
gonorrhoea, which continued upon him for 
several months. From the time of his re- 
covery, he continued well till the year 1791, 
wheto he was infected a second time: this 
complaint was cured in six or eight weeks-; 
but two or three months after he got well, 
he was seized with a severe sciatica of the 
left side, which was removed by the use of 
the tepid salt bath. In the year 1797, he 
had another gonorrhoea, and went to sea 
with the complaint upon him ; it was treated 
by the internal use of calomel in small 
doses. While uitder this mercurial course 
he caught cold, and had a second attack of 
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sciatica on the same side of the body, at- 
tended with violent spasmodic affections of 
the thigh and leg ; it afterwards extended 
itself to the other thigh and knee. Opium 
Was the only medicine that procured him any 
belief from pain. He -.continued to labour 
under these symptoms for two years, but 
st the end of that time, they had almost 
entirely subsided, when unfortunately he 
received another infection, which was not 
of a very violent nature; but during the 
inflammatory stage, there was a return of 
the sciatica ; the pain extended itself to the 
lower extremities, and afterwards over the 
whole body. In this state he returned to 
England, and tried various medicines with- 
out material advantage. Under these cir- 
cumstances .it was discovered, that he had 
a stricture in the urethra, for which he put 
himself under my care. The caustic was 
used- for its removal, and as soon as the 
N canal was restored to its natural state, the 
sciatica and other symptoms subsided. In 
February 1802, he contracted a fourth 
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gbnorrhoea, which reproduced all the for- 
mer symptoms in a more violent degree 
than in any of the preceding attacks. iThese 
resisted the effects of Bath, Bristol, and 
Cheltenham waters* but yielded to a course 
of mercury. Great irritation was brought 
upon the urethra and bladder toy this last 
gonorrhoea ; and upon examining the canal 
by a bougie, there was a return of spas- 
modic stricture, which yieWed to two <ar 
three times passing the bougie through it. 



SECTION III. 

STRICTURES PRODUCING AN INVOLUNTARY 
PASSING OF THE URINE. 

A want of retention of the urine cannot 
be considered as an immediate symptom of 
a stricture, the more ustfal effect of which 
is to prevent it from passing at all ; it does 
however not unfrequently occur, that in cases 
of stricture of long standing, an involuntary 
passing of the urine takes place. 
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When this symptom first came under 
Uy observation, I was induced to attribute 
it to an affection of the neck of the bladder, 
or a calculus contained in the cavity of that 
Viscus ; but as th$ patient had also a stric- 
ture, I stated that it was necessary the 
obstruction should be first removed, before 
sny thing could be done for the relief of 
the disease to which I believed this very 
troublesome symptom belonged. Contrary 
however to my expectation, as the parts 
recovered themselves this symptom also 
went off. 

That the symptom itself is produced by 
the state of the neck of the bladder does 
not, I believe, admit of a doubt ; and as it is 
cured by the removal of the stricture, it 
would appear equally beyond a doubt, that 
the stricture is the original disease, by 
which the neck of the bladder is so in- 
fluenced, as imperfectly to retain the urine. 
This is not the only mode in which the 
neck of the bladder is affected by stricture ; 
in many instances there shall be a swelling 
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of the prostate gland, which will subside as 
soon as the stricture is removed. 

The three following cases will explain 
the mode in which this symptom affects 
the patient, and the very gradual manner 
in which it recedes. 



CASE L 

An officer in the navy consulted me on 
account of a stricture in the urethra, the 
symptoms of which were making water 
with difficulty, and when asleep, or using 
exercise, a constant leakage, or involuntary 
passing of the Water. Upon examination, 
there was a stricture found $\ inches from 
the external orifice; this was removed by two 
applications of the armed bougie. Another 
was met with at 7 incheS, which required six 
or seven applications before a bougie was 
allowed to go on into the bladder. The in- 
voluntary passing of the urine still conti- 
nued, but evidently in a less degree, and 
the patient was able to retain his water 
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longer, and consequently make a greater 

, ' t . . . 

quantity each time. Not having before 
njet with this .symptom, "in so violent a 
degree, I was induced to believe that there 
was some oiher disease in the bladder, and 
therefore examined that viscus by a sound, 
but found no stone, or any other cause that 
could account for the involuntary passing 
of the water. I proposed that the patient 
should have a bougie passed twice a week, 
and that he should let the parts recover 
themselves, and see whether this symptom* 
which had begun to diminish, would not ' 
altogether subside. In the course of three 
months, it had become so inconsiderable, as 
to be of little or no inconvenience, and in 
three months more was so far removed as 
only to occur occasionally, and then in a 
trifling degree. 
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CASE II. 
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An officer in the army, m the year 186©; 
was taken 90 ill at Minorca with the symp- 
toms of stricture in the urethra, that ttoe 
surgeon then with the army thought it 
absolutely necessary, that he should be 
sent to England for the recovery of his 
health. Upon his arrival in London, he 
put himself under my care. His principal 
symptoms were making water in a very 
small stream, with great straining, and 00 
casional suppressions ; frequent attacks of 
ague ; and an involuntary passing of th« 
urine in t]he day time, to so great a degree, 
that no means could be devised to keep 
him comfortable ; in the night the mat- 
tress, as well as the blankets, were so 
wetted, as to require being daily hung out 
to be dried. In this state, the armed bougie 
was applied to a stricture tfe inches from 
the external orifice, and after two or three 
applications, his bladder during the day 
recovered, in a slight degree, its retentive 
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faculty. This stricture was removed by 
seven applications, and another stricture 
was met with at "6\ inches ; the armed 
bougie was applied to this about thirty 
times, in th§ course of which, there were 
several attacks off ague 'One application 
produced a violent (bleeding, in wbich 
the patient lost about i-§- pint erf blood; 
this, I told him, was a favourable circttra- 
•statice, and I now had no doubt that the 
stricture was removed. Upon attempting 
to pass a bougie, I found, however, that it 
•would not go into the bladder : this I .attri- 
buted <to some irregularity in the canal, 
having met with no instance in which there 
ftad teen so violent an haemorrhage with*- 
-ont the stricture being entirely removed, 
'therefore passed a large-sized silver ca- 
theter, which readily went into the bladder. 
This was introduced every other day for 
wee weeks, and then a bougie was found 
to pass with equal ease ; the leakage was 
tfwaiiiished, but still considerable. He went 
*°the seaside, and used the tepid sea bath, 
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*till; persevering in the use of the bougie ; 
and in a twelvemonth the bladder had 
almost completely recovered its retentive 
faculty. 

CASE III. 

This case was not under my own care, 
but that of Mi\ Chevalier i surgeon in 

m 

London, who copied it from his notes, 
thinking it might be deserving of my no- 
tice, I giveit in his own words. . 

" Henry Holmes, mason, aged thirty- 
nine, applied to me in February 1801, on 
account of an incontinence of urine, with 
which he had been afflicted between twelve 
and thirteen years. He dated his complaint 
from an attack of pain in the loins, attend- 
ed with bloody urine, after lifting some 
heavy stones. This was succeeded by a 
pUriform discharge from the urethra, but 
without any pain in making water. About 
a fortnight after, he strained himself again; 
he had no bleeding in consequence of this, 
but the discharge increased in quantity, 
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and he began to feel some difficulty in 
passing his urine, which shortly after only 
dribbled away. In about two months, he 
found, on rising in the morning, that his 
urine had escaped from him Involuntarily 
in fhe night, and this it continued to do 
afterward; at first only once in three or 
four nights, but in a little time more con- 
stantly, so that *at length he was always 
obliged to have cloths, or a chamber pot 
in bed to receive it. For the last several 
years he had also been frequently compelled 
to wear a bladder affixed to the penis in 
the day. The urine could only be evacuated 
by drops, and not without; great straining 
and pain about the navel and in the rectum. 
Sometimes the pain was so great as to in- 
capacitate him for voiding it altogether, 
a ^d a stool accompanied every effort to 
d° so. His general health was greatly im- 
paired from these circumstances, and from 
re peated attacks of intermitting fever. He 
^d taken many medicines, and used bou- 
# le s for a considerable time ; but only small 
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ones could ever be passed into ths bladder, 
and of late not any could be raad$ to enter 
it. 

Feb. S5. — On Examining the urethra by 
a full sized bougie, a stricture was found 
£§• inches from the external orifice, to which 
the caustic was applied half a minute. No 
particular pain ensued. On accountof the bad 
state of his healths he was. directed to take 
one grain of vitriolatqd zinc, with eight 
grains of extract of cascarilla, three times a 
day. 

Feb. 27.^ — He thought himself easier. 
The bougie passed on to a second stricture 
6± inches from the external orifice, to which 
the caustic was applied eight times between 
that day and the 17th of March. In the 
course of this time he had one ague fit, and 
one attack of the' violent pain in the rectum, 
but his health was much improved ; he 
could retain his urine better, especially at 
night, and voided it with much more faci- 
lity. The pills were now ordered to be 
omitted. 
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March ao. — The bougie passed on to 
a third stricture, at 6± inches; to this the 
caustic was applied 33 times between that 
day and the 15th of June; being occasion- 
ally interrupted by his leaving town, and 
other accidental occurrences. He had one 
attack of the ague on the 29th of March, 
on account of which he resumed his pills 
for a few days; but from that time, he re- 
mained well in health, and free from the 
pain in his rectum. The power both of 
retaining and voiding the urine gradually 
improved. On the 31st of May I had suc- 
ceeded in an attempt to get a small flexible 
catheter into the bladder. 

June 18. — The bougie passed on to 7^ 
inches, where another obstruction was 
situated, to which the caustic was, applied 
°ne minute. 

June 20. — -On attempting to pass the 
k>ugie, the urethra was attacked with vio- 
fetot spasm, in consequence of which the 
bougie could only be made to pass six 
! nches ; but on the following day I passed 
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a full-sized sound into the bladder without 
the smallest difficulty. He now made water 
as well as he had ever done in his life, and , 
could retain it two or three houra in* the 
day time, but not so well at night* 

June 25. — The sound passed again with* 
the same ease as before; As his ui°ine some- 
times escaped from him in the night, I 
directed him to take two tea spoonfulls of 
the folloWing medicine twice a day, in a. 
glass of water. 

R. Tinct.'Cascarillae dr. x., 

Bals. Tolut dr. 4. 
Cantharidis dr. 2. 

July 18. — He found the power of retain- 
ing his urine progressively increasing. The 
dose of his medicine was increased to three 
tea spoonfulls; shortly after this he thought 
himself well enough to discontinue it alto- 
gether. 

April 27, 1802. — He remained perfectly 

well. 
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SECTION IV. 

STRICTURE PRODUCING AN ENLARGEMENT 
JO? THE TESTICLE, WHICH SUBSIDED WHEN 
THE STRICTURE WAS REMOVED. 

The following case, although detailed to 
illustrate a particular fact, which is certainly 
of rare occurrence, affords a striking instance 
of the great degree of connection between 
the urethra and testicle, and also points out 
some of the most distressing symptoms of 
stricture ; it is a case in which more diffi- 
culties occurred, and more judgment and 
perseverance were required, for the removal 
** the disease, than in any other that has 

■ 9 

c °Bie under my care. 

An officer in the army, who had resided 
^Sfty years in the East Indies, came to 
**°gland on account of a stricture in the 
^sthra, and put himself under m\ care. 

In the year 1787, when thirty years of 
*R^, he perceived a slight obstruction in 

U 
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making water which passed in two separate 
streams, but as he felt no inconvenience he 

■ • 

paid little attention to it. At this time he 
was frequently attacked with severe fits of 
ague and fever, which the medical gentlemen 
who attended him attributed to the latent 
remains of a Hill fever, with which he had 
been attacked up the country in the year 
1784, and which reduced him to a very de*- 
bilitated state. It was the latter endof 1795 
when he first began to feel strange sensa- 
tions immediately after swallowing any 
liquid stronger than water; they were pains 
very difficult to describe about the neck of 
his bladder. These, however, were but a 
prelude to others more severe, after making 
water ; the latter appeared to be just with- 
in the glans, and when that part was 
pressed between his fingers were for the 
moment relieved. During these paroxysms 
of pain, there was a constant inclination to 
make water, even after the bladder had been 
emptied ; the strainings frequently were so 
violent, as to force out a glary substance, 
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**ot unlike in colour and consistence to the 
^^hite of an egg, and in small globules like 
^ fce grains of sago when boiled. About this 
riod the urine was much discoloured by 
white sediment, which sometimes made 
he water look like milk ; his linen used to 
\>e stained in a manner that distressed him 
\>eyond measure, not knowing the cause, 
and ashamed to apply for advice. To this 
false modesty he attributed much of his sub- 
sequent sufferings. In December 1796, he 
went to a station some miles up the country, 
where he remained the two succeeding years; 
his old complaint increased, and new symp- 
toms of distress came on, so that he was 
constrained to go to Madras in January 
1799, with the intention of returning to 
Europe. For some time previous to this, 
his water had begun to flow involuntarily 
both day and night, and it required the 
utmost attention and difficulty to keep him- 
self comfortable. The right testicle at this 
time began to swell to an alarming degree, 
but without inflammation; his whole frame 

Ua 
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seemed affected, the left fore-finger became 

swelled and inflamed, and ague and fever 

were constant attendants. In this miserable 

state he arrived at Madras, where all these 

complaints soon became infinitely wprse. It 

wasremarkable,thattheswellingin the right 

testicle, without any application, subsided 

entirely, and that the left became tumified 

'i 

in a much greater degree, and yielded to no 
mean&that were used to reduce it ; but after 
two months, this also subsided of hs own 
accord. The right testicle now began again 
to enlarge, and in a very short time was 
more swelled than ever. An abscess formed 
upon the knee, which broke and became a 
sore: the finger at this time was ulcerated, 
and it was the opinion of the surgeons that 
it must be removed. 

Under these circumstances he embarked 
for England. The sea air had such an im- 
mediate effect on his general health, that in 
less than sixteen days both the knee and 
finger were perfectly healed. Of the other 
complaints there was little abatement. 
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IXirirtg the voyage, fever and aguish-attacks 
were less frequent, but on the whole, he re- 
mained in a most wretched state. He reached 
Ireland in January 1800, and in the follow- 
ing month put himself under my care. 
Upon examining the testicle, I proposed 
leaving it to itself and commencing with 
the strictures, with the hope that their re- 
moval would render the testicle more readily 
disposed to subside. I accordingly began 
with the use of the armed bougie. The first 
stricture wasclose to the orifice; this yielded 
- to two applications : a second stricture also 
*x>n gave way ; but at this time the testicle 
became inflamed, and the spermatic chord 
Sickened. It was of the size of a common 
or ange, and its increase had been so very^ 
ra pid, as to induce me to believe that the 
°Pferation for removing it would become 
ne cessary; the patient was not sensible^of 
^tlgerjtherebeinglittleornopain. Leeches 
^**e applied, and embrocations used to re- 
**ce it, but in vain. Under these circum- 
^tices, I thought it improper to proceed 
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wjth the caustic, and proposed that if it was 
not better on the following day, there 
should be a cohsultation to determine what 
steps were^ to be taken. This, however, 
was rendered unnecessary by the inflam- 
mation gradually subsiding, so as to enable 
me in a few days to resume the operations 
with the armed bougie. The second stric- 
ture was now passed without producing 
any further influence on the testicle. After 
the anterior portion of the urethra had been 
enlarged for about a month or five weeks, 
the induration of the testicle began to dis- 
perse. It was softer to the feel, and the 
swelling became daily less and less till the 
autumn, when it was reduced nearly to its 
natural size. This was the more remarkable, 
as nothing was done towards reducing the 
swelling ; it seemed to yield as the bougie 
opened the urethra. He was now in every 
respect better ; he could retain his water 
from flowing involuntarily, though still 
obliged to make it very frequently, parti- 
cularly in the night, when the calls were 
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commonly five, six, and often seyen times: 

this was a sad inconvenience which he had 

long suffered. The use of the armed bougie 

was continued every other day till near the 

latterend of November, when a stop was put 

to our proceedings by severe ague and fever, 

a^d afterwards a bowel complaint, which 

confined him for two months, and reduced 

him to so weak a state, that I recommended 

' his going to Bath. During a fortnight that 

he remained there, he found himself very 

touch incommoded by an almost constant 

desire to make v water, which was secreted 

,r * an unusual quantity, both night and day. 

* he urine was almost one third mucus ; the 

Se diment resembled bird lime, and was very 

°fiensive to the smell. He returned to 

^-ondon the middle of February 1801, and 

* ^immediately resumed the use of the armed 

'^ugie. He now for the first time began to 

* ee l a strange pain in the perinaeum after 

^fch application, which remained for hours : 

^y possibly walking about on the days of 

°P^ration, and immediately after the passing 
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of the armed bougie, caused these pains ; 
there is no doubt that they at least increased 
them. An abscess had evidently formed in 
perinseo, and the urine wasjnuch impeded ; 
this induced me to make a small incision in 
the perinaeum to give a passage to the confin- 
ed urine, which immediately flowed through 
the wound. This was in April. He was now 
confined to his bed, and suffered much from 
inflammation of the scrotum, where several 
abscesses formed, owing to the urine parsing 
into the cellular membrane. He remained 
in this state until July, for two months un- 
able to turn to the right or left side, lying 
the whole time on his back; the foetid dis- 
charge from the perinaeum, as well as scro* 
turn, notwithstanding the utmost attention 
to cleanliness, rendered him almost a 
nuisance to himself. A fresh cause of dis- 
tress now made its appearance; this was a 
swelling of the prepuce, so as entirely to 
hide the glans. This proved the most 
troublesome of all his complaints, as it fre-> 
•quently kept us at a stand, and absolutely 
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prevented all attempts to renew our ope- 
rations with the caustic ; it yielded to no 
application whatever, and many were 
thought of and tried. Sometimes it ap- 
peared looser after a poultice of bread and 
milk had been kept upon the part : on these 
occasions the caustic was always resumed, 
and from practice I became able to find the 
orifice in the glans when it was almost com- 
pletely covered by the contracted prepuce. 
The applications were continued until the 
stricture was destroyed, and an irregularity 
in the canal appeared to be the only im- 
pediment to an instrument passing into the 
bladder. I attempted to introduce a small 
catheter ; sometimes it passed beyond that 
part, at others it was stopped by repeated 
in fl4mmations. These attempts were per- 
severed in for, several months ; at times a 
**&er was introduced into the rectum, io 
°I>es of guiding the point of the Jnstru- 
*^*it into the bladder/ but always without 
^*^cess, until the evening of the 17th of 
.y, 1802, when ^o the patient's inex- 
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j>ressible joy, after passing the catheter, as 

» 

usual, down to the diseased part, and with-* 
drawing it, I introduced a smaller one, 
which slipped into the bladder. The second 
and third nights after, it also went on to 
the bladder, and on the fifth, the larger 
instrument passed in with more ease than 
could have been expected. This operation 
was repeated regularly once a day. 

On the 1 4th of August, he was allowed 
to pass some time at Cheltenham. After a 
confinement of eighteen months, I was of 
opinion, his general health was likely to 
benefit by change of air, and the use of the 
waters, and likewise thought it possible the 
swelling of the prepuce, which had all along 
more or less impeded our operations, might 
be removed. After remaining there six 
weeks, and drinking the waters daily, though 
his health visibly improved, and he felt him- 
self better than he had been for years past, 
still the waters had no effect whatever in 
reducing the swelling of either the prepuce 
or perineum ; on the contrary, after the 



(OTHER DISEASES. 9QQ 

first three weeks, they appeared rather to 
become worse, and his water djd not flow 
so well. At this period, he was attacked 
with a violent pain in the hip, preventing 
him from all motion in the limb, and the 
first surgeon he consulted, said the joint 
was dislocated ; this upon examination was 
found to be untrue/ The lameness conti- 
nued with all the symptoms of common 
rheumatism, and was therefore supposed at 
the time to arise from that cause. I am r 
however, convinced it was dependent on 
the state of the urethra, a similar attack 
having occurred in another patient, just 
after the urethi^ had been irritated by a 
i>ougie unskilfully passed, and it corre- 
tyonds with the effects of the inflammation 
°f gonorrhoea sometimes met with, when 
11 attacks the strictured part, producing 
^'atica, which has been already noticed, 
^hen he returned to town, he was obliged 
to support himself on crutches, and suffered 
^Verely from the pain in the hip. The 
^rtfice of the glans could not be seen, 
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the prepuce had become so much con** 

i 

tracted. 

On the goth September, I resumed the 
use of the catheter, and on the following 
day, the instrument passed with ease into 
the bladder ; this was repeated for six days- 
It had an immediate effect on the prepuce, 

» 

which daily became better, and the hip 
gradually recovered, so that he could walk 
as well as ever. 

On the 12th of October, a catheter of a 
larger size passed into the bladder very 
readily, and. the introduction of it was re* 
peated for three days, when I was induced, 
from such favourable symptoms, to attempt 
passing one of the full size, which likewise 
went into the bladder with more ease than 
th& state of the parts could have led me to 
believe it would have done. 

16th October, there were some slight 
threatening of chilliness, over the body, 
and the parts were allowed to remain quiet. 

17th. The second sized catheter was 
passed into the bladder with little difficulty. 
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and afterwards the full sized one through , 

mm 

the diseased part ; but it was not forced 
into the bladder. The effect this dilatation 
of the urethra had upon the prepuce was 
its daily becoming looser, and the swellings f 
in perinaeo, which had so long annoyed the 
patient, evidently began to disperse. The 
fistula in perinaeo, from the same cause, wa$ 
in every respect mending; a very small 
portion of the urine passed through the 
orifice, and the canal was so large, as tp 
admit of' its passing the natural way in a 
full stream. The bladder became so per- 
fectly free from any irritation, that the 
patient could now retain hte water, as well 
as the most healthy person, the calls to make 
it never exceeding, three, and sometimes 
being only two in the twenty-four hours. 

18th. The full-sized catheter passed easily 
twice into the bladder. 

19th. The second sized instrument passed; 
but not so readily, owing to some slight 
irritation on the parts. It was passed every 
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day till the 24th, when the large instru* 
ment was passed without difficulty ; but on 
entering the neck of the bladder, it caused 
some pain, from the patient having im- 
prudently walked out, and sat down in the. 
Park, which brought on irritation. 

86th. Both instruments passed into the 
bladder. 

27th, The large catheter passed with 
more ease: this was the first attempt to 
pass it, without previously passing a smaller 
one. 

28th. This was repeated, and with less 
pain. 

29th. Passed the large instrument into 
the bladder with the same ease! 

30th. The large instrument passed with 
more ease, and the prepuce was much looser, 
and its qrifice enlarged. 

31st. The large catheter passed as usual ; 
but upon entering the neck of the bladder, 
it was attended with some pain. 

November 1st. Slight symptoms of ge- 
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**eral chilliness all day, with a pain across 
*t*e loins. Nothing therefore was done 
*h is evening. 

2d. He took an opening draught this 
***orning; all the disagreeable symptoms 
^*F yesterday subsided. Only passed the 
^^cond sized instrument this evening, which 
^Vas done very readily. The irritation on 
**eck of the bladder still remained in a 
flight degree ; the prepuce looser \ than 
^or many months. 

4th. The large instrument passed into 
The bladder with more ease than it had ever 
jet done. 

5th and 6th. Passed the same instrument 
with increased ease. 

7th, 8th, and 9th. Each of these days 
passed the catheter. The parts have now 
attained a wonderful degree of quietness ; 
t the instrument passed on with less resist- 
ance, and less pain every time. 

13th. The large catheter passed three 
times into the bladder, more easily than 
ever. 
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14th. The instrument with a very re-, 
duced curve passed three times, with as 
much ease as the other. 

15th. Passed the catheter as favourably 
as last night. 

16th, 17th, and 18th. Passed the instru- 
ment each night three times into the 
bladder. 

20th. The instrument was passed with 
less resistance than ever through the stric- 
ture in a straight direction. On this day 
the prepuce, for the first time these two 
years; was so loosened, as to admit being 
drawn back to its full extent, completely 
uncovering the glans. 

From the 21st to December 1st. The 
instrument each day was passed as usual, 
with increased ease. 

On the 2d. The patient passed the cathe- 
ter, without assistance, fairly into the bladder. 

The mode adopted of reducing by means 
of the catheter the thickened parts sur- 
rounding xhe urethra to their natural state, 
after the stricture was destroyed, . has 
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been more particularly detailed, as the 
same practice has not been fully stated in 
any other case in this work, although in 
many of those of long standing it has been 
had recourse to. The catheter was passed 
daily by the patient, for three months, at 
the end of which time, the only symptom 
that remained was occasionally passing a 
few drops of urine by the fistula, although 
he used exercise, and went to the different 
places of public amusement, seldom going 
to bed before twelve o'clock at night. 

In this state he embarked for india, 
passing the catheter every other day into 
the bladder, to preserve the parts in their 
present state, and to allow the small fistu- 
lous orifice being completely healed. In 
the month of June, he wrote a letter, stating 
himself to be entirely free from complaint. 
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SECTION V. 

STRICTURES FRO&UCltfG A DISEASED StfATE 
OF THE SURFACE 'CI* THfc * ONOtJE, Wllictf 
DISAPPEARED UPdN THE REMOVAl/ 6? tflfe f 
STRICTURE. 

Affections of the tongue very often arise 
from an irritated state of the stomach, and 
in general the best mode of relieving them 
is by giving such medicines, as are found 
capable of correcting the wrong actions of 
that viscus. 

The strong sympathetic connection be- 
tween the urethra and stomach has been* 
noticed in several parts of this work ; and 
the following case is a proof of its being 
the means of producing a complaint in the 
tongue, which, upon other occasions, is 
found to occur, where the stomach has been 
disturbed by very different causes. 
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Case I. 

A gentleman, thirty years of age, who 
had repeatedly been affected by gonorrhoea, 
in the treatment of which injections had 
always been used, in the year 1799 was 
occasionally subject to a discharge from 
the urethra ; this came on after violent 
exercise, or having connexion with women. 
There was also a diminution in the stream 
of urine,, which led to the suspicion of his 
having a stricture. The common bougie 
was passed, and worn during the whole 
night; but this not succeeding, his sur- 
geon had recourse to the use of the armed 
bougie, and by that means was enabled to 
procure a passage into the bladder, but too 
small for the entire removal of the stric- 

« 

ture ; and the disposition to gleet still 
continued. 

In January, 1803, he perceived a spiall 
spot on the upper surface of the tongue, ^ 
near the root, which projected above the. 
Other parts, and was covered with a white 

X2 
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crust. This gradually increased in size, and 
in May, when I first saw it, was an inch 
broad, and about two inches in length ; its 
surface was irregular, and the spongy cu- 
ticle which covered it adhered too firmly 
to be removed, although it did not appear 
to have the natural connection with the 
tongue, looking like a patch, distinct from 
the texture of the surrounding surface. 

When I was consulted, nothing was men- 
tioned but the appearance on the tongue, 
which had resisted the different means 
employed in the country for its removal ; 
these consisted principally of washes, and 
the internal use of Velno's vegetable syrup. 
I proposed small doses of calomel, and the 
use of the tepid salt bath ; these were tried 
for a week, with little or no benefit. In 
conversation, the patient mentioned that 
he had another complaint, which was a 
stricture in the urethra. Upon examina- 
tion, a stricture was met with, and I ex- 
plained the probable connection between 
the two diseases, advising him to let the 
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tongue alone till the stricture was removed, 
as it might possibly recover under the 
treatment necessary for that purpose. This 
was assented to. After four applications 
of the armed bougie, he made water in 
a better stream ; the tongue was much 
mended in its appearance, and the cuticle 
Was separated from the diseased part. Thir- 
teen applications removed the stricture, and 
a full sized catheter could be passed into 
tlie bladder. At this time the diseased part 
of the tongue was only .to be distinguished 
V^ having a new cuticle, thinner than that 
^hich covered the rest of the organ. 

In this case, the local complaint in the 
Urethra appears to have disturbed the sto- 
mach,, and by having done so, produced a 
c *nnplaint in the tongue. 
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STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA ACCOMPANIED 
WITH A STONE IN THE KIDNEY, WHICH 
KEPT UP SYMPTOMS OF IRRITATION IN 

- THE BLADDER AFTER THE STRICTURE WAS 
REMOVED, 

Two distinct diseases in different parts of 
the urinary passages, when they occur at 
the same time, and produce nearly similar 
effects upon the bladder, involve the case 
in the greatest degree of obscurity; for 
although neither of them is actually a dis- 
ease of the bladder itself, that viscqs may 
be the only part to' which the symptoms, 
during the patient's life, can be referred. 
One case only of this kind has come under 
my observation, of which the following is 
a short account. 

A gentleman, sixty-eight years of age, 
consulted me on account of a number 
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s '**ange feelings in his stomach and bowels, 
? r ^at depression of spirits, and a discharge 
°^ rxiucus from the urinary bladder. These 
c °m plaints had begun many years before I 
him, and almost every medical man 
eminence in London and Dublin had 
n consulted. In the investigation of the 
tnptoms, it was found that a stricture had 
*raed in the urethra, which, there was 
ery reason to believe, had existed fifty 
rs f having had its origin from a severe 
^?*T>norrhcea, when he was eighteen years of 
^^e. He had occasionally used bougies, but 
*Xot finding material advantage from them 
^^H the relief of his symptoms had left them 

; The local symptoms were frequency in 
snaking water, attended with straining, and 
the urine loaded with mucus, of different 
degrees of consistence at different times, 
and occasionally tinged with blood. I de- 
clared his symptoms to be those which 
arise from a stricture, keeping up an irri- 
tation in the bladder, and I thought it 
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highly probable, in so irritable a constitu- ' 
tion, that the general symptoms, as well 
as those of the stomach, might also arise 
from the same cause. 

The use of the caustic was had recourse 
to for the removal of the strictures, and the 
first, which was 5^ inches from the exter- 
nal orifice, was removed by seven or eight 
applications; at this period, the making 
water was less frequent, the mucus was 
diminished in quantity, and his general 
health appeared to be improved. Another 
stricture was met with at 6\ inches, and 
the application of the armed bougie to this 
part gave considerable pain, and brought 
back all the symptoms of irritation. To re- 
move this stricture, the caustic was used 
between thirty and forty times, at different 
intervals according to circumstances, and 
wtyile this process was going on, the blad- 
der suffered more from irritation than is 
usual in such cases. When the bougie passed 
into the bladder, I was much mortified at 
finding an increase of all the symptoms, 
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Which decided me in the opinion of there 
being some disease in the bladder ; this I 
naturally suspected to be stone, but on 
examination none was found. I advised 
the leaving off the use of the bougie, and 
to give the bladder time to recover itself, 
as it was probable the long continuance of 
the stricture had brought the internal mem* 
&rane into a diseased state, from which it 
***ight require many months to recover, 
^fter the original cause had been removed* 
His symptoms continued without any 
tement ; he gradually lost his flesh, with- 
ut any sufficient apparent cause, and died 
"Vto years after. 
Qn examining the body after death, the 
nal' of the urethra was free from any 
ntraction, and the spots where the stric- 
ures had been could be readily distin- 
guished, the membrane being thinner, more 
vascular, and less moveable in the sur* 
rounding parts, than the rest of the urethra. 
The prostate gland was in a natural state. 
The bladder was diminished in its capacity, 
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the cavity being only sufficient to hold 
two ounces of water ; its inner surface was 
in many places studded over with spots of 
coagulable lymph, and where that was not 
the case, unusually vascular. 

In the pelvis of the left kidney was a 
calculus filling up the whole cavity, and 
having projecting portions which extended 
into several of the infundibula ; the inner 
surface of the ureter was in a state of 
■»fl»mm.«io„. 

In this case there can be no doubt of 
the stone in the kidney having kept up a 
constant irritation and inflammation there, 
which was extended along the course of 
the ureter to the cavity of the bladder, pro- 
ducing symptoms, which necessarily misled 
the judgment ofevery medical practitioner, 
leading him to believe that the bladder was 
the (seat of the disease. The stone having 
projecting parts, which extended into the 
infundibula, fixed it in its situation, and 
prevented the symptoms of pain in the 
loins, and sickness at the stomach from 
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being so distinctly marked, as to give a 
suspicion that the kidney was the seat of 
the disease ; but did not prevent the gene- 
ral emaciation of the body, which so com- 
monly is the effect of any disease in the. 
kidney. 
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CHAPTER X. 

STRICTURES TO WHICH THE CAUSTIC HAS 
BEEN APPLIED RENDERED MORE EASILY 
DILATED BY THE COMMON BOUGIE. 

There are strictures in some constitutions 
which cannot be removed by the caustic. 
This does not arise from the armed bougie 
producing unusually violent local effects in 
such patients, but from the disposition there 
is to paroxysms of fever, and these so vio- 
lent, as to leave the constitution in too 
exhausted a state to admit of the mode of 
treatment being continued. The first pa- 
roxysm of fever whiqh takes place is such 
as very frequently occurs; the second is 
more severe; the third is very violent; 
and every future application of the armed 
bougie is, in the course of six or twelve 
hours, followed by similar paroxysms, so as 
to render the Constitution incapable of sup- 
porting itself under them. 
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Several such cases have come under my 
observation, and in the former volume I 
have taken notice of them. In one of these, 
the patient discovered that the effects of 
the caustic upon the stricture had enabled 
**5m to pursue the use of the common bou- 
in a way, which, before the caustic had 
n applied, was entirely out of his power. 
*fc will be sufficient for our present purpose 
*o give the particulars of this case, men- 
**CDning, at the same time, that a similar 
thas been met with in other instances. 
A gentleman between fifty and 1 sixty 
*ears of age, who had suffered severely 
^om a difficulty in making water, and all 
^Tie other common symptoms of stricture, 
^or fifteen years, had in the course of that 
^ime been under the care of different sur- 
geons, more particularly under the late 
Mr. Hunter's, but without reaping any 
benefit ; for the only mode of treatment 
which was had recourse to, was the use of 
the common bougie, and although a small 
one could be passed into the bladder, any 
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attempt by dilatation to admit a larger 
brought on spasms and irritation* so as to 
make the contraction even greater than it 
had been before th£ attempt was made. 
These were t her circumstances which made 
him put himself under my care, and I con- 
fess the case appeared to toe one, in which 
, it was highly probable the stricture would 
be removed by the caustic. But so violent 
were the feverish paroxysms which fol* 
lowed every application, that after ten ap- 
plications, I begged to decline any further 
attempts. The patient's extreme anxiety to 
get well, and his viewing this as the only 
chance within his reach, induced him to go 
on with the greatest fortitude, and made 
• him willing to bear any thing, which might 
ultimately produce a cure. The last pa*- 
roxysm was so violent in its effects, as to 
make it necessary for him to go into the 
country for the recovery of his health. As 
soon as his strength was restored, he 
thought it prudent to return to the use of 
the common bougie, in the same manner 
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as before the caustic had been used, and he 
had the satisfaction to find, that it now 
passed with more ease than usual. This in- 
duced him to attempt an increase of its 
size, which was not followed by any spasm 
of irritation ; and by going on in a gradual 
manner, in three or four weeks he was 
enabled to dilate the canal till it admitted 
a middle sized bougie, from which he re- 
ceived a degree of comfort and relief he 
had been many years a stranger to* 



* 



CHAPTER XL 



FALSE PASSAGES FORMED BY THE USE OF 

THE CAUSTIC. 

Th e use of the armed bougie, like every 
other surgical operation, may be throw 
into discredit, when in the hands of an un 
skilful person ; and it ought to be general! 
known, that this mode of treating stri 
tures should only be practised by surgeons 
who have a thorough knowledge of the 
anatomical structure of the parts, and who, 
from the habit of performing operations, 
have acquired the necessary dexterity, to 
enable them to make the application with 
accuracy. I am led to this remark, and to 
dwell upon it as a matter of no small im- 
portance, from having found that several 
of our best surgeons, who had not applied 
their minds to this operation, in some of 
their first attempts failed of success, by 
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breaking through the urethra, and making 
«*■ false passage. 

To some patients the operation has seemed 
So simple, that they have undertaken the 
^nanagement of their own case. This ap- 
1>ears to me, in all instances, highly in- 
judicious, and what never ought to be at- 
tempted ; for although it may be done with 
impunity in some o£ the more early stages 
of the complaint, it will almost always be 
attended with danger where the disease is 

ttVore advanced. 

There is one obvious reason, why no 
Person should attempt such an operation 
^pon himself. The great nicety required is 
*o apply the caustic with accuracy and 
8t eadiness to one particular spot, and to 
tliat only. , Now there is a curious fact, 
^Vhich is only to be learnt by experience in 
this practice, that no one is capable of dis- 
l, nguishing accurately between the feel of 
**sistance and local pain, and patients are 
c °tistantly mistaking the uncommon sen- 
ability of a particular part of the urethra 

Y 
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for a stricture, believing they meet with 
resistance, because going further gives pain. 
This is a practical remark which I have 
occasion to make almost daily ; and I have 
great difficulty in convincing patients of its 
truth. I mention it here as the most unan* 
swerable objection to a patient attempting 
to perform this operation upon himself, a 
subject I should not have thought it neces- 
sary to dwell upon, had I not been fre- 
quently applied to for such permission, and 
also known very many instances, in which 
it has been attempted without any benefit, 
and others, where the parts were brought 
into such a state, as not afterwards to admit 
of a cure. 

In strictures of long standing, where the 
parts are much thickened, and more than 
twenty or thirty applications of the caustic 
are required for the removal of one ob- 
struction, the armed bougie acts mor 
powerfully upon the under part than tbcs 
upper, in consequence of the dissolved caus— 
tic resting there. The inferior portion 
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the stricture will therefore be first de- 
stroyed, and if the use of the caustic is 
continued, too large a breach may be made 
through 1 the lining of the urethra, and a 
new passage formed »below the natural 
owe. 

ToaVoid this, it is necessary frdm time 
to time to press the end of tire white 
bougie upon the pairt which fotfms the 
obstruction, and to examine accurately the , 
impression which is made upon it. If the 
ehd is smooth upon its lower surface, and 
thete is a transverse notch upon the upper, 
the use of the caustic is to be persevered in ; 
fort if the notch or bther irregularity is 
upon the lower surface of the point, as if the 
s&d of the bougite is gplit, one portion pass- 
tog upwards and the other down ; or, if the 
*hole of the point of the bougie is turned 
*Httle downwards, it will then be improper 
. to persevere with the caustic, as the bougie 
ls evidently taking a wrong direction. 
,^**der such circumstances, a silver catheter 
fr hich has a greater than ordiriafy curve 
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should be introduced; end in general it may 
be guided into the bladder, the stricture 
either having been wholly removed, or suffi- 
ciently so, to admit of its being passed. 

In most cases of strictures which have 
been very obstinate, a breach must be made 
in the inner membrane at the lower part, 
before the upper portion of the stricture 
can be removed. This, however, is in gene- 
ral so slight, as not to prevent a bougie 
being passed into the bladder, although it 
sometimes does. But if the circumstance of 
such a breach being made is not adverted 
to by the surgeon, a false passage* will 
almost always be formed ; and I have 
with a great many pases treated by othe 
surgeons, in which this had happened, an 
not being able to pass a bougie into th 
bladder, both the surgeon and patient 
came alarmed and wished to have 
assistance. In such cases, as the strictu 
had also been removed, or its aperture mu 
enlarged, I have by means of the cathet 



succeeded in getting into the bladder, ar—ad, 
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by passing that instrument regularly in the 
same manner as a bougie, have in the end 
brought the canal into its natural state, and 
a bougie has passed with nearly the same 
ease as if no such breach had taken place. 
In other cases a hitch remains at that part, 
in consequence of the depression not hav- 
ing been filled up, which, by an unexpe- 
rienced surgeon, may be mistaken for a 
Stricture, and may lead him to do much* 
*Uischief in his attempts to remove it. 

It does not appear that any material 

advantage can be gained from the histories 

K){ many cases of this kind, which must be 

Very similar to one another; all that is 

meant is to point out the error which may 

be committed, the mode in which it may 

be guarded against, and when it has taken 

place, how it is to be remedied. 

Thei following case is the worst of the 
kind I have seen, as no instrument could 
be passed into the bladder ; it will explain 
the extent to which a false passage may 
be made, without the surgeon being aware 
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of it, and Shew tvow slight a degree of dis- 
turbance it may produce in the neighbour- 
ing parts. .i 
. A gentleman, who had suffered from irri- 
tation in the bladder, consulted his surgeon, 
who upon examining the urethra fpund 
strictures which were considered to he the 
rause of his complaint, and the use >of the 
caustic was adopted for their removal. 
Several strictures were removed in succes- 
sion, and the bougie, after the caustic had 
been applied fifty or sixty times, was made 
to pass 8 inches from the external orifice, 
but could not be made to reach the bladder. 
Under these circumstances I was consulted, 
and had no hesitation in declaring the 
bougie must have taken a wrong direction ; 
but as the bougies used had been much 
too small, and one of the proper size could 
only pass 5 inches down without meeting 
with an obstruction, I proposed applying 
the caustic there, and that by going on ih 
this way, things might be brought rights 
Six applications to this part enabled the 
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kougte to pass down to 7 inches. While 
^e were employed in removing this second 
s *ricture, the constitution seemed much 
disturbed ; and whenever he went to sleep 
***ere was an involuntary passing of the 
ne ; this was in a greater degree after 
application. An attack of fever came 
1, which reduced him exceedingly, and 
^^ntinued for a week or ten days ; this 
as followed by a purging and night 
Veats. An erysipelatous inflammation at- 
tacked the mouth and spread itself along 
^the whole intestinal canal, producing mor- 
tification in the ilium, and death. 

Upon examining the body after death, 
there was found a large stone filling up the 
cavity of the bladder, having a small projec- 
x tion which lay in the orifice leading to the 
urethra. There was another small stone 
in the urethra itself, which had opposed 
the end of the armed bougie, and turned 
it aside against the lining of the urethra; 
by continued applications, a false passage 
had been made nearly two inches long, the 
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internal surface of which was so smooth 
as not to be distinguished from that of 
a natural canal ; nor did there appear to 
be any other mischief arising from it than 
its preventing the bougie from taking its 
proper course. % 
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CHAPTER XII. 

i 

°ASES 'IK WHICH SUPPRESSION OF URINE 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF STRICTURE HAS BEEN 
SO LONG CONTINUED, AS TO REQUIRE 
THE OPERATION OF PUNCTURING THE 
BLADDER.* 

Cases of suppression of urine, in which 
the operation of puncturing the bladder has 
been performed, have been few in number, 
arvL the histories of them are dispersed 
through a variety of publications. In these 
accounts, a particular detail of the cases is 
seldom given, only the general results;* so 
that, we have less knowledge of all the dr-» 
cumstancesh which attend; this operation; 
than. of almost any other m surgery. 
So rarely has this operation been per- 

♦The gretftep part of this Chapter is taken ftoiti a 
p*per.pyMisJied.in tfce Second Volume of the Transac* 
tibns of a Society for improving Medical and Chirar- 
gicat knowledge; 
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formed in London, that in the year 1777, 
when Mr. Reid, surgeon in Chelsea, was 
collecting materials for publishing a pam- 
phlet in favour" of puncturing the bladder 
by the rectum, and applied to seven of the 
most eminent surgeons, belonging to the 
different London hospitals, for their opi- 
nions respecting it, there was only one 
of them who had ever punctured the blad- 
der, and he only in two instances ; in one 
aboVe the pubis, and in the other through 
Xhb rectum ; attdonly one of 'the : dtfiier;shc 
surgeons had ever seen it p^rformeth 

• • • 

;,-. The ; three situations, in which this ope- 
ration is performed* are in the p&rinaeum; 
above the pubis, and through the rectum. 
There are cases published, giving an ac- 
count of the event of each of these different 
modes; but in an operation of such rare 
occurrence, no author that I have met with 
has given from his 'own observation suc- 
cessful ca§es pf the different operations, 
explaining the symptoms, so aS J to fallow of 

; ' • • • ■ 4 ■I/in . ^ 

their being compared together,' and the. 
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advantages and disadvantages of each fairly 
a X>preciated. 

JHaving had an opportunity in the year 
l ^88, of assisting the late Mr. Hunter in 
brming this operation above the pubis, 
a case which terminated favourably, and 
ving si(ice that time performed it in 
"veral instances through the rectum with 
ual success, it is my intention to state 
e particulars of these cases, and my ob- 
nttta. upon them. 




CASE OF SUPPRESSION OF URINE IN CONSE* 
QUENCE OF STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA, 

* 

IN WHICH THE BLADDER WAS PUNCTURED 
ABOVE THE PUBIS, 



A gentleman, thirty years of age, had 
laboured under symptoms of strictures in 
the urethra for nine years, and had been 
occasionally attacked with fits of strangury; 
these attacks were relieved by introducing 
a bougie, which instrument was only used 
on such occasions. 
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In January 1788, one of these fits of 
strangury came on ; during the first two 
or three clays, his urine only passed by 
flropS, but at last there was a total stoppage 
of it. This alarmed the attending surgeon, 
and aft* the suppression had continued 
for twenty-four hours, Mr. Hunter was 
sent for at twelve o'clock at night to per- 
form some operation to empty the bladder* 
The state of the patient having been men- 
tioned along with the message, Mr. Hunter 
desired me to accompany him, and to carry 
different instruments, that he might be 
enabled to act according to the circum- 
stances of the oa$e. 

When we were introduced to the patient, 
he had sickness with retching, and slight 
hiccup; no instrument could be passed by 
any effort into the bladder, although re- 
peated attempts were made for that purpose; 
it therefore appeared to Mr. Hunter, that 
no time was to be lost in relieving the 
bladder. On examining the belly, the tu- 
mour extended as high as the navel, and 
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the parts were sore to the touch ; by 
introducing a finger into the rectum, the 
bladder was felt to press backward into the 
hollow of the sacrum. 

In considering the best situation for 
puncturing the bladder, Mr. Hunter would 
have preferred the perinaeum, and would 
have performed the operation in the manner 
recqmmended in his treatise on the venereal 
•disease, that he might have emptied the 
.bladder, and removed the stricture at the 
same time ; but in the night he thought 
the circumstances unfavourable for so deli- 
cate an operation. He was unwilling to 
make the puncture through the rectum, 
from an idea that the orifice could not be 
.continued open, till the stricture was re-r 
moved ; he therefore determined to make 
the puncture above the pubis. 

In performing the operation, he felt for 
the os pubis as a guide, choosing to be as 
near it as possible, that he might avoid 
entering the cavity of the peritonaeum ; but 
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ttie parts were so distended, that he could 
tic* feel the bone, aftd was therefore obliged 
to 'guess at its situation . 

He first made an opening through thte 
skin with a kn^et, and then passed the 
trocar pet^endicalarly down into the blad- 
d*r; Upon withdrawing the trocar, the 
xtfiite xushed out with violence through the 
tea>nuia ; a flexible gum catheter was then 
introduced, and the canula of the trocar 
withdrawn over it ; the catheter was re- 
tained in its place by tying it to a bandage 
passed round the body, directly above the 
opening. 

In consequence of the distention of the 
bladder, and the opening into it, there was 
a good deal of pain in the abdomen, sore- 
ness when the external parts were pressed,, 
heat on the skin, and frequency of the 
pulse, which led to a suspicion of there 
being an inflammation of the peritonaeum. 
Leeches were twice applied to the abdomert, 
fomentations wejre used, and an application 
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of spirits was kept almost constantly upoe 
the belly ; saline draughts, gently opening 
medicines, and anodyne clysters were oc- 
casionally > had recourse to* These symp- 
toms subsided, and th£ urine came princi- 
pally and freely by the side of the instru- 
ment, /(it 

The next object was to dilute the stric- 
ture : this was attempted by the bougie 
Bougies of a small size sometimes seemed 
to pass, but there was :np proof of their 
having really having done so. 

About a fortnight after the operation, 

the cellular membrane appeared at the 

* 

orifice of the wound, like wet lint ; a 
swelling was perceived at each side ex- 
tending to the spine of the os ilium, in 
which there was an evident fluctuation ; 
this arose, from the formation of matter in 
consequence of the urine having insinuated 
itself into the cellular membrane. 

After persevering with the bougie for 
three weeks without making any progress, 
the caustic was used; when it had he^n 
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applied twice, a small silver sound was 

■ 

passed, which found its way into the blad- 
der. This was kept in the urethra for six 
days, and when it was withdrawn, one of a 
-larger size was introduced, and retained 
there for five days; Some of the water 
now passed by the urethra at the side of the 
sdbrid, hut \*itfe great pain/ In five weeks 
from the tinfl^of the operation, the patient 
was evidently beginning to sink, had a 
wild despondingistare, and all the common 
symptoms of hectic fever ; it therefore ap- 
peared absolutely necessary to remove the 
catheter from the artificial opening in the 
bladder as soon as it could be done with 
safety. The silver sound was taken out of 
the urethra, and an attempt was made to 
pass a flexible gum catheter, which fortu- 
nately found its way into the bladder. 

The moment this was accomplished, the 
catheter which had remained in the bladder 

* 

forty days, was withdrawn from the open- 
ing above the pubis, and it brought along 
•with it a quantity of cellular membrane in 
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the state of slough,; this was followed by 
near a,pint of matter. . 

From this time the patient began to 
mend in his health ; in a few days the. 
orifice of the wound was nearly closed,* 
little of the urine coming that way, as the 
greater part was regularly drawn off by 
the catheter in the urethra. In six days 
the. catheter was taken out ; upon with- 
drawing it, the surface was found incrusted 
Xvith calculous, matter, so as to hurt the 
^>arts as it passed along the canal ; . another 
^va& immediately introduced. « i 

About this time the wound above the 
3>ubis healed up, but very soon broke out 
?tgain, and discharged a quantity of matter, 

without urine, which led to the belief that. 

• < . » 

the orifice, in the bladder was healed. He. 
was now allowed to sit upon a couch, and 
eat whatever agreed with him. 

After the second catheter had remained 
in the urethra six days, it was withdrawn, 
and \vas found incrusted as much as; the for- 
mer; another was immediately introduced.' 
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* 

The wound above the pubis healed a se- 
cond time. At the end of four days the 
third catheter was withdrawn, arid the 
parts left to themselves; in four hotrfs 
after the catheter* had been taken out,- the 
patient had an inclination to make water, 
which he did with great freedom ; this was 
at the end of the eighth week, and he con- 
tinued to do so for several days, when the 

« 

wound above the pubis broke out again, 

and discharged matter, and afterwards 

• ■ - 

urhie. In three days the orifice of the 
wound began again to contract ; the urine 
passed -more freely by the urethra, and the 
wound once ftiore healed . Matter again 
collected on each side of the abdomen, and 
there was discharged externally a quantity 
> of fcetrd matter. After some days a fresh 
opening to6k place on the right side, giving 
a free vent to the matter lodged there. The 
original wound now healed entirely; but 

another abscess formed near the groin; 

# 

this broke and discharged freely; both 
thtese openings healed in a short time, and 
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in thirteen weeks from the time of the ope- 
ration, the parts were all consolidated. ^ 
Fifteen years have now elapsed* and the 
patient has continued well, and has made 
water freely ever since. 



°<ASES OF SUPPRESSION OF URINE IN CONSE- 
QUENCE OF STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA, 
IN WHICH THE BLADDER WAS PUNCTURED 
T8RQU0H THE RECTUM. 

Case I. - 

A gentleman, forty-six years of age, 

twenty-five years ago had a gonorrhoea, 

ihe inflammatory symptoms of which were 

^regsoved in six weeks ; but the discharge 

"^continued above a year. This led him to 

« 

ooflttult different practitioners* who em- 
I^loyed a variety of injections to get rid of 
it. After the use of these, there was a 
greater frequency of making water, than 
he had before experienced, iand an uneasy 
tensation along the urethra, particularly 

Zs 
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neaj the bladder. ; These symptoms con ti- 
nued, and rather increased for six years, 
when 3 new symptom came on, which was 
an occasional want of power to make water, 
lasting a few seconds, and then going off. 

These stranguries increased gradually in 
frequency and duration, and in eighteen 
years had rendered the bladder 'so irritable, 
that it never retained more than three 
ounces of water at a time, and very often 
not half that quantity. The patient's rtiind 
was kept in a constant state of apprehen- 
sion of a complete stoppage ; his general 
health was much impaired, and the slightest 
exposure to cold affected his bladder, so as 
to give him incessant calls to make water. 

Under these circumstances I was con* 
suited ; it was found ypou examination, 
that strictures in the urethra had brought 
on the present symptoms. For the ; rjpnao- 
val of these he put himself under Hiy ; care, 
and, that he might have every nepessary ' 
assistance, took lodgings near me. ,; v 

The first stricture met with Was 4^ iw?be$ v 
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from the external orifice. On the 25th of 
June, 1799, 1 applied a bougie, armed with 

* 

the argentum nitratum, to this stricture, 
which gave him considerable local pain, 
but the application relieved the irritation 
in the bladder, and he made water more 
freely than before. The same treatment 
was used every other day', and three appli- 
cations -were found sufficient to open this 
part of the canal. 

There was a second stricture at six 
inches from the external orifice; to this 
the armed bougie was applied on the 1st 
<li July, and in a few hours one of his usual 
attacks of irritation came on, with ineffec- 
tual straining to make water. This was 
relieved by passing a small bougie into the 
bladder, which, however, could not be done 
till after several ineffectual' trials. - 

July 2d. In the evening, the irritation 
returned with great violence, and was very 
Severe; no bougie could be passed, and a 
starch clyster with thirty drops of tincture 
of opium was thrown up. This was not 
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retainedvand the irritation increased. Upon a 
second trial, at eleven o'clock, a small bougie 
passed, and he discharged about two ounces 
of urine in a small stream, which relieved him. 
In an hour the irritation returned, attended 
with a slight degree of delirium, great 
thirst, restlessness, ahd anxiety. At one 
o'clock in the morning no water had pass- 
ed, and a bougie could nQt be introduced ; 
an opiate clyster was thrown up, containing 
forty drops of tincture of opium ; in half an 
hour another was administered with sixty 
drops, but the general irritation and painful 
fcensatioh* increased, arid thirty drops of 
-tincture of opium weregiven by the mouth. 
I41 this State the patient, in a fit of despair, 
fj£t a bottle of tincture of opium, find while 
the nurse w«nt into the neit room,, took* 
at two different times, 180 dropsr; so that 
in the space of an hour and a half he had 
taken 210, besides .what was contained in 
the clysters. This increased his delirium. 
At ten c/clock in the forenoon he was put 
into the warm bath, and lifter coming oqt f 
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a small catgut bougie passed into the blad- 
der, and brought off about two ounces of 
water; this relieved him very much. He 
passed no water during, the rest of the day, 
and the warm bath was repeated in the 
evening; in the Course of the night, he 
passed nearly a pint of water, about two 
ounces at a time. 

July 4th. He took an opening draught, 
which procured him two or three motions. 
In the course of the day he voided a good 
deal of urine, in small quantities, with 
straining and much pain. These symp- 
toms were aggravated by the piles, to 

which he had been accustomed, and which 

• * 

were now forced out, and were very large; 
tbey were punctured, and bled freely, which 
diminished their size, but did not lessen 
the pain. .. . 

o: JUily 5th. Passed his urine with tolerable 
ease '.through, the day in small quantities, 
but a suppression came on in the night, 
aod at four in th&mornitig he was in such 



344* CASES OF SUPPRESSION QF URINE, &C. 

a state of irritation, as to give an alarm of 
his losing his senses. : / .;-... 

In. this stgte he expressed the tnost anxi- 
ous desire, that an opening might be made 
to empty the bladder; and his suffer frigs 
for the last three days had been so great, 
that I thought myself justified in comply- 
ing with his request. 

The instrument I made use of was the 
long curved trocar recommended by Pou- 
teau, only made flat instead of being cy- 
lindrical, which rendered the point better 
adapted for wounding the bladder, and the 
flattened form was ' considered as better 
fitted for lying without inconvenience in 
the rectum. 

This instrument I have had by me for 
many years. I passed my fore finger up the 
rectum and felt the bladder, which was 
less prominent than it was reasonable to 
expect; upon this finger I introduced <he 
instrument, with the. point concealed in 
the canula, up to the part which I intended 
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to puncture; and then pushed it into, the 
bladder. On withdrawing the piercer, the 
urine flowed freely through the canula; the 
quantity evacuated was only four ounces ; 
but as, the bladder for many years had ndt 
retained more than three ounces, this was 
a large quantity in the present irritated 
state of that viscus. 

The operation was performed on the 6th 
of July, at half past four in the morning; 
the wounding of the bladder gave him no 
sensible pain, and he felt very easy the 
moment the urine was evacuated. The 
canula was confined in the rectum by a 
bandage. 

As it was necessary that the wound in 
the tectum should be. kept open till the 
stricture was removed, it was determined 
to retain the. canula in the bladder till the 
edges of the wound should be consolidated 
by inflammation ; after which, the urine 
passing through the fistula, would prevent 
it* closing till that fluid was conducted by 
another channel. < 
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• The urine passed through it involun- 
tarily, but did not flow constantly; and 
when it was forced out, he felt a pain in 
the glans penis* He slept in the course of 
the forenoon more than he had done for 
two or three days, and was tranquil and 
comfortable ; his mind was also at ease by 
having lost the dread of a stoppage, which 
before affected him nearly as much as the 
reality. 

In the evening he took three ounces of 
the mrstura camphorata, with thirty drops 
of tincture of opium. In the night, the 
same quantity of that mixture was given, 
with twenty drops of tincture of opium, in 
consequence of the pain and irritation ex- 
perienced when the urine Was forced out 
by the action of the bladder. < ; 
'.'•<• July 7th . The urine was .passed at longer 
Intervals, but the straining at these tnjtes 
was great, and attended with pain ; it felt 
to him thkt some drops lodged at the neck 
qfl the bladder, and he could not resist the 
inclination of making an effort to discharge 



CASKS OF SUPPRESSION OF URINE, &C. $47 

them. The same opiate draught was re- , 
peated at night, but did, not prevent him 
from being very restless. 

July 8th. He took an opening draught, 
which operated and relieved him very 
much ; thefre was' no inconvenience from 
the instrument lying in the rectum. • The 
intervals, between the .times of making 
water were longer than usual ; the opiate 
draught was repeated at night ; he slept rf 
good deal and was much refreshed. 

10th. The armed bougie was applied a 

second time fo the stricture, after which he 

had leas irritation in the urethra at the 

time of the water ]pa$sing through the 
rectum* . , -: 

nth. ,The. irritation in the bladder was 
considerable, and the urine did. not pass 
readily through the canula, which induced 
cae to remove it, as it had remained thefce 
fine days. The skies of the wound between 
thd bl&dder and the rectum were considered 
to have had sufficient time to be consoli- 
dated by inflamtpation, so as to prevent 
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the Urine from insinuating itself into the 
Cellular membrane. Upop removing the 
canula the irritation subsided, and he slept 
wfell in the night with the usual opiate. 

12th. The second stricture was found to 
be removed, and the armed bougie was 
applied to a third stricture, about seven 
inches and a half from the external orifice. 
The urine was passed at regular intervals of 
half an hour through the wound without 
uneasiness. The usual opiate was repeated 
at night ; he slept well, and -a few drops of 
water passed by the urethra. 
' 14th. Towards the afternoon he had a 
violent attack of irritation, and constant 
desire to make water, which came away 
with great' Uneasiness. He took thirty drops 
6f tincture of opium, which made these 
symptoms subside. After this three ounces 
of urine passed at one time, by the urethra, 
without pain, and the same quantity con- 
tinued to pass once an hour. He had a 
very comfortable night. 

15th, The armed bougie was applied a 
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second time. to the third stricture; it gave 
a great deal of local pain, which lasted for 
an hour ; his water passed easily through 
the day; the opiate draught was repeated, 
and he slept tolerably well. . -.■ . > 

16th. The opening medicine was ret 
pea ted, and he had no irritation in the 
bladder during the day; in the afternoon 
the greater part of the urine passed by the 
rectum, a small proportion by the urethra; 
the opiate draught was repeated,, and. his 
night passed very quietly. 

17th. The armed bougie was applied a 
third time to the third stricture, and the 
water passed entirely by the urethra with- 
out much pain or straining; the night 
draught was repeated, and he had a quiet 
night. 

18th.. About two o'clock in the day he 
voided some blood through the penis; and 
also by .the rectum, with a large piece of 
slough, and was very easy the rest of the 
day ; the opiate draught was repeated/ and 
Jhejiad a good night 
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19th. The urine pasted entirety through 
the rectum ; he had ja good night without 
the opiate draught. 

iothv « The armed bougie was a fourth 
time applied to the third stricture; the 
local pain iwas very sevetffc and there was 
a small discharge of blood ; the pain lasted 
near two hours, but he had no inclination 
to make water for six hours ; the water 
passed by the rectum without any strain - 
ihg, and -he did not again make Water for 
six hours. 

£ist. About six o'clock in the morning, 
an^ irritation to make water came on, and 
returned at short intervals ; the urine 
passed through the urethra mixed with 
blood ; this went off in the course of the 
day. 

» s#d. The 1 unarmed bougie, which was 
used preparatory to introducing the «rmed 
one, passed into the bladder ; the water 
came principally by the urethra, but with 
ifrmt&ion and fain in the glan$ perns. He 
was restless in the fore part of the mght, 
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with irritation to make water, and took an 
opiate, which relieved him. : ; 

27th. His urine passed by the rectum tHl 
the middle of the day, when a large sldtigh 
came away by the penis, and immediately 
after half a pint of urine in a large stream. 
This slough was probably that separated 
from the wound in the bladder, which had 
fallen into the cavity. In four hours he 
made nearly the same quantity of water at 
one time, * 

No water passed by the rectum aftetf 
"the *7th, nor was it voided bftener than 
«ice in four or five hours ; so that in three 
greeks after the operation, the strictures irt 
the urethra were removed, and the orifidS 
in the bladder no longer gave a passage to 
, the urine. 

On the 31st he went out an airing for the 
first time, his strength and appetite being 
much improved. 

August id. The unarmed bougie Was 
passed to ascertain that the urethra cont^ 
hued free from stricture, and went more 
freelyinto the Hadderthari before: ' '■■'■ 
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i . lith. He was aro well in every respect, 
that he went to the sea to bathe, for the 
benefit of his general health. 
i. In this case the wound through the 
rectum continued open for three weeks, the 
time that was required tp remove the ob- 
struction, and healed up as soon as there 
was a free passage by the urethra. Had 
the strictures proved more obstinate, there 
is every reason to believe that the wound 
in the rectum would have remained open as 
long as it was necessary. 

This gentleman I had an opportunity of 
hearing of four years after, and in tfeat 
time he had found no uneasiness from the 
wound that had been made through the 
fectum, nor any difficulty in passing his 
water by the urethra. 

Case IJ. 

A gentleman aged thirty-two, when fif- 
teen years old, had a gonorrhoea, which, 
from great inattention in the, patient, and 
from the use of irritating injections, did not 
subside in the usual time. The irritation 
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Extended itself along the urethra to the 
bladder, and brought on frequency of 
making water, attended with straining and 
Occasional strangury. 

These symptoms hever went entirely 
away. They were at times more severe ; # at 
others less so J and there were intervals of 
months in which he only made water once 
iti four or five hours. These however were ' 
fere ; and in general the bladder could not 
retain more than three or four ounces of 
Water at one time. There was this pecu- 
liarity in the case, that when the urine' 
stopped, it produced a swelling behind the 
Scrotum ; when this was pressed, some 
mucus came away, and was followed by 
urine; these occasional stranguries some- 
times lasted seven or eight hours before 
they went off. He had recourse to the 
common bougie, but none could be made to 
pass into the bladder. Afterwards the use of 
the caustic was attempted, but the surgeon 
.had not confidence enough in that mode 

Aa 
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of treatment to induce him to persevere. 
H, and, after a few unsuccessful tr)als, he 
left it off. 

In August/ 1799, his complaints became 
worse than before ; every morning there 
was a stoppage of urine which lasted several 
hours, and was with difficulty relieved by 
opium ; under these circumstances he came 
to London, and put himself under my care. 
As no bougie could be passed into the 
bladder, and there was reason to believe, 
from the account of the case, that a sack 
or bag had formed in the perinaeum behind 
the stricture ; the only chance of giving him. 
relief apparent to me was by applying the 
caustic ; and should the slough formed byr 
the application at any time stop the small 
orifice of the stricture, an opening must be 
made into the bladder to relieve the symp- 
toms of suppression, and admit of the pro- 
secution of the cure. 

Under these circumstances, I entered 
upon the treatment of the case, and had the 
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patient in lodgings near me, that every 
necessary attention might be given, which 4 
the symptoms r6qu i red . 

94th. The armed bougie was applied to 
a stricture three inches distant from the 

1 

external orifice. The pain which this appli- 
cation produced was trifling, and it was not 
followed by any difficulty in the passing of 
his urine, 

u6th. The application was repeated to 
the same stricture. 

28th. The first stricture was found to 
have been destroyed by the second applica- 
tion, as the bougie now passed on to a second 
stricture at six inches, to which the armed 
bougie was applied. 

30th. The application was repeated to 
this second stricture, and in the evening 
the patient was unable to make water, al- 
though there had been neither pain nfor 
irritation. An opiate clyster, containing 
forty drops of tincture of opium, was thrown 
up in the evening ; and a draught contain- 
•fog twenty drops was taken at twelve 

A a a *" 
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o'clock at night, and repeated at two in the 
morning.. 

31st. At setfen o'clock in the morning 
the bladder was found to be much dis- 
tended, and he had made no water for six- 
teen hours ; the irritation to make it was 
very great, and almost constant, and no 
instrument whatever could be made to pass 
into the bladder. It was proposed to puncture 
the bladder, without; waiting till the parts 
were still more irritated, and the patient's 
strength and spirits more exhausted. This 

■ 

was considered not only as the means of 
givin relief to the present symptoms, but 
of enabling us afterwards to prosecute the 
cure. These reasons induced the patient 
to give his consent, and the operatipn was 
performed exactly \in the same manner as 
in the former case. A pint and a half of 
urine was drawn off, and the instrument 
secured in the rectum. 
' He felt immediate ease, in an hour fell 
asleep, and passed the day perfectly tran- 
quil* The urine did not constantly pass out 
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at the Canute, although no plug was put 
into it; the first time of any coming away 
was at half past ten, three hours and a half 
aft^r the operation ; he made water again 
at four. His pulse was not quicker than 
natural, and he had only slight irritation fn 
the urethra. The reason why the urine does 
not constantly issue through the canula is, 
that its orifice is situated at some distance 
from that part of the bladder where the 
ureters open, and its end projects into the 
cavity, like the waste pipe in a cistern, 
which can have nothing pass through it till 
the level of the water is raised above its 
orifice. 

September 1st. He slept tolerably well 
during thenight ; passed his urine through 
the canula every four or five hours, in the 
quantity of nearly four ounces each time, 
and he had little or no irritation in the 
bladder or urethra. , 

Towards the afternoon the canula was 
obstructed by the mucus from the bladder, 
which was removed by passing a wire 
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through it; the urine however did not 
flow readily till he got upon his knees, in 
Which posture half a pint came away, and 
a few drops by the urethra with exquisite 
pain. In the evening he. had a paroxysm 
of fever, or fit of an ague, attended by head- 
ache. A pint of warm- water was thrown 
up as a clyster, which brought away a great 
deal of wind, and a copious stool. He was 
afterwards materially relieved > he took fif- 
teen drops of tincture of opium, and had a 
quiet night. 

2d. He was easy 'during the day, and 
had very little pain in the urethra. The 
urine did not pass readily by the tube, 
which occasioned his having a restless 
night. 

gd. -The armed bougie was applied to 
the stricture six inches distant from the 
external orifice ; it gave less pain than 
, during the former applications. 
"■ In the afternoon the canula was found to 
give more uneasiness from not allowing the 
urine to pass; and as it had been in the 
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bladder three days and a half, it was judged 
advisable to remove it. This gave great 
relief; the urine however, did not after- 
wards come through the wound, but by the 
urethra. He took fifteen drops of tincture 
of opium, and passed a restless night : he 
made water four times before morning by 
the urethra, nearly four ounces each time. 

4th. At six in the morning he took an 
opening medicine, which operated in four 
hours, and relieved his uneasiness ; he made 
water during the day every three or four 
hours, and passed a quiet night, sleeping 
three hours at a time. 
'. 5th. The armed bougie was applied ; he 
had no uneasiness during the day, and 
passed a quiet night. 

7th. The stricture at six inches was 
found to be destroyed, and another was 
met with at seven inches, to which the 
armed bougie was applied. In the afternoon 
he made his water in a better stream. 

9th* The armed bougie was again ap-* 
plied to the stricture at seven inches; this 
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brought on a swelling in the perinaaum, 
whiqh lasted several days, but did not im-* 
pede the passing of the urine, nor did he 
afterwards experience an attack of stran^- 
gury, although the last stricture was not 
' destroyed in three months, and the armed 
bougie was applied every second or third 
day during the whole of that time. 

He was now able to make water without 
straining; and his general health, as well 
as other reasons, made it proper for him 
to go into the country, which I thought 
might be attended with advantage, and 
enable him to return in the spring in a 
better state for prosecuting the cure. 

The symptoms of his complaint gained 
so little upon him, that he did not return 
as he intended, and remained in the country 
till the ist of October, 1802, At this time 
he again put himself under my care, with 
all his complaints very much increased, 
particularly the straining to make water, 
which \yas constant and excessive. When- 
ever such attempts were made, it appeared 
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to himself that there was some mucus col* 
lected behind the stricture too thick to pass; 
and that the great straining was necessary 
to force it through the small aperture. 

Under the use of the armed bougie all his 

distresses were evidently increased with-* 

out the smallest advance being. made, the 

parts seeming to have become too hard for 

the caustic to act upon them, to any pur* 

;pose. With this belief, after having perse-* 

"vered with the caustic till the beginning of 

December, I got a strong iron sound made 

tapering at the end to a small point, and 

endeavoured, with the fore finger in the 

rectum, to direct its point into the stricture. 

The application thus made occasioned no 

pain at the time, and gave relief for four or 

five hours afterwards, the urine passing vi ith 

less obstruction, but the next day there was 

more mucus collected behind the stricture, 

and more difficulty and straining in parting 

with it. This circumstance, made me use 

*he instrument only every third day ; there 

was always the same degree of relief for two 
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or three hours after it, but the complaint 
was evidently no better. The patient had 
a great dread of my giving his case up as 
hopeless and leaving him ; this anxiety was 
so great, that I durst not abstain 'altogether 
from the present plan. 
' On the 17th of January 1803 he sent fo* 
me in the morning, having had a very bad 
night, to shew me a black part at the orifice 
of the urethra. It looked like a lijttle extra- 
vasation of blood immediately behind the 
internal membrane, and did not "extend to 
any part of the glans penis ; there was no 
swelling in theperinseum. This shewed mor- 
tification was taking place ; the perinaeum, 
Which had been always hard and full, wa$ 
rather more so, but- not to any great; 
degree. 

Next day the black appearance had spread 
a little, and there was a livid spot upon one 
side of the glans, the effect of mortification ; 
the perineum was more enlarged, but not 
sufficiently so to induce me to propose any 
operation ; his urine passed with less pain 
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but in small quantities, and required an 
effort to bring it away. 
, On the 19th an ^edematous appearance 
began to take place at an early hour in the , 
morning over the body of the penis, and the 
perinaeum was more swelled. This proved 

■ 

that the urine had escaped into the eel* 
lular membrane ; and openings through the 
skin became necessary to prevent an ex-- 
tension of the mischief to the surrounding 
parts. I made a 1 puncture on the left side in 
the perinaeum an inch deep with that view, 
and three on different parts of the penis, out 
of which the urine came by drops from the 
neighbouring cellular membrane. One of the 
punctures bled very freely, and the pulsa- 
tion shewed an arterial branch had been 
wounded but not completely divided ; I 
therefore passed a tenaculum under it, and 
cut it through. Pressure was then made by 
the finger and thumb of an assistant, which 
readily restrained the bleeding, anditstopt 
intirely in about three quarters of an hour 
after the artery was divided. 
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The penis, which was very much swollen, 
and of a very dark colour, towards evening 
subsided a little, and lost a good deal of 
th^t dark appearance which -it had in the 
forenoon, becoming more of a red colour. 
He complained of a considerable degree of 
pain in the left side of the body of the penis. 
He attempted to make water at 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon, but was unable to pass any 
until the parts had been fomented with 
brandy and water, after 'which he passed 

near a tea-cup full by the urethra, and a 

» 

few drops xame through the puncture made 
in the pcrinseum ; at the same time he had 
a purging stool, with great uneasiness in 
his bowels. His pulse was frequent, his 
tongue clean ; he complained of great 
thirst, was very restless and uneasy* and 
occasionally in great pain in the penis 
and along the p. rinseum towards the blad- 
der. He took 40 drops of tincture of opium 
at bed time; his' drink was brandy and 
water. 
Jan, 20. — He retained his urine at one 
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time for three hours, but in general passed 
it every hour during the night, more freely 
than for some days ; the passing of it how- 
ever was attended with a greater degree 
cf pain, and there was an excessively vio- 
lent pain in the region of the bladder after 
the water had passed ; — his purging con- 
tinued very troublesome. 

During the day he made water every 
three quarters of an hour with extreme 
difficulty and great pain in the urethra and 
bladder ; at 10 P* M. the water stopt front 
passing either by the urethra or the punc- 
ture in the perinaeum, which gave rise to 
the most violent irritation in the bladder. 

, In this state the patient requested to have 
the same operation performed which had 
formerly relieved him, as the pain was 
excessive, and not to be borne. The blad- 
der was punctured through the rectum in 

r 

the same manner as hefbre, only the tube 

• was cylindrical instead of being flattened, 

to prevent it from being choaked up by the 

mucus, as in the former operation ; a pint 
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and a half of water was drawn off, which 
gave him considerable relief. The urine 
flowed readily through the canula, without 
his knowledge. 

The penis had still the same appearanfce. 
He took 30 drops erf tincture of opium at 
11 o'clock. 

Jan. sn. — Had a better night than for the 
preceding week, although not free from 
pain and uneasiness in the bladder, rectum, 
and urethra ; which appeared to be much 
increased by jbl constant purging, with te-. 
nesmus. The evacuations were now tinged 
with blood, and passed very readily by the 
side of the canula. A small vesication ap- 
peared on the body of the penis, which was 
still considerably swollen, and of a brownish- 
red colour. 

Pulse smaller than yesterday ; tongue 
dean. He could eat nothing, and the 
only drink he could take was brandy find 
water. 

Jan. 22.— Much the same as the day be- 
fore; the purging extremely troublesome; 
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took one ounce of cretaceous mixture 

with 30 drops of tincture of opium every 

» '» 

two hours, which made him very drowsy, 

but had little or no effect in stopping the 

purging. The canula felt very firm witfun 

him, and gave no pain or uneasiness 

whatever. 

Jan. 93. — Slept a good deal in the nighty 
but complained very much of a pain in hi* \ 
throat, which was a little inflamed, and 
also of some difficulty in swallowing ; 
had likewise a very disagreeable taste in 
his mouth, and occasional disposition to 
^ vomit. Saline draughts were given, but with 
little benefit. ■ , N 

Jan. 94,. — The pain in "his throat consi- 
derably worse to day ; his purging likewise 
no better, although he took 120 drops of 
tincture of opium in the night. Every time 
he slept he was seized with a jslight convul- 
sion, which awoke him, and lie complained 
of pain in the bladder, probably from the 
motion of the canula. Pulse small and 
frequent, and very much accelerated for a 
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few minutes after each Spasni. He lost 
relish for all kinds of drink, which seemed 
to have a most disagreeable taste. 

Jail. s£th. Took two graips of extract of 
opium every two hours during the flight* 
was more quiet, but said that was owing to 
the pain which he suffered in his throat 
when he spoke, and that he stept very 
little. A considerable degree of swelling 
Came on in the perinaeum, and a small 
quantity of urine could be pressed out of 
the puncture there* 

The spasms were very violent in the 
night, and the canula felt. loose, which 
made it proper to remove it. From the 
appearance of the panula it had entered the 
bladder very obliquely, and two inches of 
its anterior, and one inch and a half of its 
posterior surface, had been contained in the 
cavity. Some urine got into the urethra 
soon after the canula was withdrawn, which 
occasioned a good deal of pain. 

Jan. 26. — Some urine passed by the rec- 
tum, and some by the perineum, which 
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brought on excruciating pain. The spasms 
became very distressing during the night, 
but towards morning he fell suddenly 
asleep and slept for a quarter of an hour, * 
and when he awoke had hiccup, but no 
general convulsion ; his throat was better ; 
he could drink wine and water, without 
its occasioning much pain. 

A small slough was removed from the 
orifice in the perinaeum, and another from 
the upper part of the penis ; but the urine 
did not appear to pass more readily. Pulse 
extremely frequent and small. 

Jan. 27. — Had hiccup very often during 
the night, and appeared to be in extreme 
pain about the perinaeum and bladder.— 
Took opium in considerable quantities both 
by the mouth and by clyster, but with very 
little good effect, and he imagined it brought 
on the hiccup. 

Jan. s8. — Pulse not to be felt at the wrist, 
except* while he was attacked by the hiccup, 
or after taking some wine or brandy and 
water ; he complained of violent heat and 

Bb 
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pain about his stomach, but suffered little 
from that in the pefinaeum. Hiccup more 
frequent and violent. The discharge from 
the bladder appeared to be wholly pus. 

Jan. 29. — Continued much the same as 
yesterday; slept a good deal, which re- 
lieved the heat and pain at his stomach; 
now his only complaint. Next morning he 
died. 

Upon examining the body after death, 
the kidneys were found in a natural state, 
but the ureters enlarged to three times their 
natural size. 

- The coats of the bladder were about half 
an inch in thickness, and appeared unable 
to contract so as to diminish the cavity 
beyond what would contain three ounces of 
water; this quantity of fluid was found 
in it, and* was a mixture of pus and urine. 
The whole internal surface was faired ovep 
with a layer of coagulable lymph k* conse- 
quence of inflammation; this extended itself 

into the urethra as far as the stricture. , 

* 

The muscular coat of the bfeckter Was not 
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fasciculated, but the interstices between the* 
fibres were filled up by a soft whitish sub- 
stance, apparently similar to that met with 
in the tongue. 

The orifipe made in puncturing the 

bladder, was not in the middle line of the 

bladder, but rather to the left side, £ of an 

inch from the left ureter, and half an inch 

irom the neck of the bladder, when in its 

contracted state. The most careful exami- 

■ 

nation could not detect any vestige of the 
former puncture. 

The prostate gland was nearly in a na- 
tural state. The urethra for an inch in' 
length from the verumontanum was un- 
usually wide, and then appeared to ter- 
minate altogether, the parts having put on 
a cartilaginous appearance, and being very 
much thickened. After a careful examina- 
tion, a small passage was traced, leading 
forwards into a cavity or small abscess, 
which could only be seen by cutting open 
the indurated part ; this new-formed cavity 
communicated at its lower surface with the 

Bba 
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urethra, which was in a state of mortification 
through its whole extent to the external 
orifice. 

The urine for many years must have 
escaped with great difficulty through this 
stricture, which had become so firm in its 
texture, into the cavity above mentioned, 
from whence it passed out of the orifice 
which led into the urethra. 

In this case the parts appear to have been 
too much diseased to receive relief from an 
mode of treatment, hut an opening being^ -g, 
made through the perinaeum into the blad- 
der ; and in all probability the conseque 
inflammation upon the bladder would haw* 
destroyed the patient. 

Case III. 

. A gentleman, forty years of age, had a 
gonorrhoea in the year 1777, for the cure of 
which he used an injection ; this irritated 
the : urethra so much, as to bring on a sup- 
pression of urine almost immediately after 
its application, which lasted three days, and 
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**> en went off. He continued tolerably well 
**Xl 1796, when the urethra had become 
*^much contracted, as to make the passing 
*X5s water a very tedious and difficult opera- 
tion; and he believes that his bladder was 
*>ever intirely emptied. By the use of 
Oougies the passage was dilated so as to 
^llow of a tolerable stream of urine, but 
during their use he had several partial sup- 
pressions. In 1796 he was again obliged to 
return to the use of bougies, but was unable 
to pass one of the smallest size into the blad- 
der ; and from that time suffered severely 
from occasional suppressions, great dis- 
charge of mucus, and a constant gleet ; his 
urine, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, only passing in drops. 

In November 1799, he put himself under 
my care. The armed bougie was applied to 

a stricture five inches and a half from the 

* 

external orifice ; this application was re- 
peated seven times, without any irritation 
being brought on, or an increased diffi- 
culty in voiding the urine. This stricture 
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gave way,' and the armed bougie was ap- 
plied to a second at seven inches. The first 
and second applications to this stricture 
w.ere attended by fto particular symptoms ; 
but after the third, which was on the 34th 
of November, a complete suppression came 
on ; this lasted eight hours, when, in con- 
sequence of having taken fifty drops of, 
tincture of opium by the mouth, and the 
same quantity in a starch clyster, he made 
an ounce and a half of water. In the course 
of the night the pain and uneasiness in- 
creased, and the fifty drops of tincture of 
opium were repeated. 

25th. — He made about two ounces of 
water. A clyster of warm water was thrown 
up, which relieved his uneasiness, and he 
passed the night with tolerable ease, and 
made half a pint of water. 

26th and 27th. — He continued in a state 
of great irritation, occasionally passing small 
quantities of water and mucus, but never 
enough at any one time to relieve the 
bladder. 
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98th. — The bladder was very much di- 

» 

£tend6d, and distinctly felt above the pubis ; 

its outline was even conspicuous to the eye. 

In this state I proposed performing the 
Operation of puncturing the bladder through 
he rectum, Which was immediately assented 
o* The operation was performed in the 

'manner already described ; the cylindrical 

<anula was used. Sixteen ounces and a half 
of urine were discharged through the ca- 
nula : the patient felt no pain in the ope* 
rati oil any where but in the glans penis, 
and that was momentary ; it however 

returned afterwards frequently in the same 

« 

part. The canula was left in, and he felt 
Jjerfectly easy, all his distresses having been 
removed. The urine passed away conti- 
nually without any effort, or even the 
patient's knowledge. He had a tolerably 
quiet night, and slept the latter part of it. 

sgth. — He complained of distention of 
the bowels from wind.- In the afternoon 
the urine came away at intervals of half an 
hour; the verge of the fundament was 
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excoriated by the urine passing through it. 
He had a very good night till one o'clock, 
when, attempting'to pass some wind down- 
wards, the canula was forced out of the 
bladder, which made him uneasy and 
restless the remaining part of the night, 

30th. — At nine o'clock in the morning 
the canula was withdrawn from the tectum; 
and in the course of the day the urine passed 
readily through the rectum. 

31st. — The use of the caustic was re- 
sumed, the water passing at intervals by the 
rectum, and a few drops by the urethra ; 
there was an unusual flatulence in the 
bowels, and great languor and debility. 

These symptoms in a few days subsided. 
. Dec. 5th. — The urine continued to pass 
freely through the orifice in the rectum. 

Jan. 6th. 1800. — Although the last stric- 
ture was not yet destroyed, all the distress- 
ing symptoms subsided, and the patient was 
able to retain his water for six or eight hours 
at a time. 

When the urethra was perfectly quiet, 
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*lie water came with tolerable freedom 
tJhrough that canal ; and when it was dis- 
t urbed by the application of the armed 
ougie, the, urine found a passage by the 
rifice through the rectum, so that I was 
nabled to prosecute the cure. 
About the middle of February the , use 
^>f the caustic brought on irritation, and the 
urine only passed by the rectum, attended 
with straining and difficulty ; the urine was 
so acrid that it inflamed the internal mem- 
brane; the stools passed with difficulty, and 
Were not larger in diameter than straws. 
When this attack of irritation subsided the 
£arts recovered to a certain degree, but re- 
mained in a very disturbed state ; the urine 
passed always with difficulty, the bladder 
never was completely empty; the rectum was 
always heated, and the motions were voided 
with straning, and came away in a small 
form. The use of the caustic did not make 
any progress upon the last stricture, nor did 
it palliate the symptoms. His sleep was 
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disturbed ; he had no regular paroxysth 
of fever, but his health was much impaired* 
• In June Mr. Cline was consulted, and 
bis opinion was that the gut was become 
diseased, and the prostate gland much ei*> 
larged, and he saw no chance of his-reco-* 
very. He was desired to go into the 
country, inject olive oil up the rectum, as 
neither opiate clysters, not those of Warm 
water, gave ease ; and to use an artificial 
tepid salt bath every other day, 

This plan was adopted , and he continued 
in nearly the same state till November, 
When attacks of fever, preceded by cold fits, 
came on generally once or twice a week* 

« 

increasing in violence and duration « His 
bladder could not retain the water longer 
than two hours, and rarely so long. In 
February, March, and April, no water came 
by the rectum, but the irritation and Con- 
traction of the gut continued ^ 

In this state he returned to London on 
the 8th of May, 1801, when the use of the 
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caustic was resumed to the last stricture, 
^rid the symptoms were evidently less se^ 
^^re after it had been employed two or three 
* *mes, which encouraged me to proceed, 
he ninth application was attended with a 
iolent paroxysm of fever, which affected 
is constitution very severely, and brought 
n symptoms of great irritation in {he 
"fcladder, and suppression of urine till it 
<&meaway by the rectum. This led me to 
give up the use of the caustic, as the con- 
stitution was unequal to bear a repetition 
of these attacks. I therefore endeavoured 
to pass a catheter into the bladder, and was 
fortunate enough, on the sad of June, to 
succeed with a small gum elastic one ; this 
Was retained in the bladder for ten days, 
and then withdrawn and replaced. In this 
way his bladder recovered itself; none of the 
water passed through the rectum, which 
had been occasionally the case ; his stools 
became larger in size, were passed without 
any irritation ; and there were no returns of 
the paroxysms of fever. A swelled testicle 
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came on, but subsided without my discon- 
tinuing the use. of the catheter in the 
bladder. 

On the 26th of August a small calculous 
concretion came away from the neck of the 
bladder, entangled in the eye of the catheter. , 

In September, a larger sized instrument 
was passed, and not left in ; but the water 
Was drawn offtwice in the day, none coming 
but through the instrument. The catheter 
however passed with more ease, and in the 
beginning of October the urine was voided 
in the usual way, and its remaining eightor 
ten hours in the bladder gave no uneasiness. 

On the 14th of October another but 
smaller calculus was brought away, which 
left the parts tender; he could now pass the 
catheter himself, and empty the bladder. 

On the 20th of October he was able to 
pass the largest sized catheter with great 
ease, there remaining only an irregularity 
in the lower part of the passage; and his x 
urine flowed in a full stream, He was in 
other respects in perfect health, and was 
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directed to pass the catheter as a means of 
bringing that part of the urethra to a more 
natural state. He went into the country, 
and was directed to pass the catheter once 
every other day for a month, and then only 
twice a week. 

In February, 1802, he wrote to me that 
he had continued the use of the catheter 
twice a week ; and that during the extreme 
cold weather, he found it painful to intro- 
duce the instrument, but always succeeded 
in getting it in. Immediately before a 
rapid thaw there was a violent attack of 
irritation on the neck of the bladder ; the 
urine was very offensive to the smell, and 
loaded with mucus ; the straining to pass 
the urine was very urgent, and towards the 
close there was a discharge of thin fluid 
from the anus. in considerable quantity,* 

# This fluid was not urine but a secretion from the 
glands in the lower part of the rectum, and has occurred 
in other cases of irritation of theSe parts, two of which 
have come under my observation. While fluid and col- 
lected upon a cloth, it appears exactly like water, but 
when the cloth is dried it is rendered stiff, the thicker 
part of the discharge being deposited on it. 
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and his stools when figured were very small 
iir their form, not exceeding the size of a 
common quill. These symptoms went off 
, under the use of saline draughts with. 
Dover's powder, and did not return. 

As the weather became mild he could pass 
the instrument with more ease; his water 
came away in a larger stream and greater 
quantity, and the inclination was less fre- 
quent ; the stools also became larger ; his 
general health was never better, and he had 
grown fat. 

On the 20th of May he informed me that 
be passed the instrument once in ten days; 
his urine flowed in a tolerable stream, but 
he was unable to throw it from him with 
any force ; he made water only once during 
the night ; his health was good, and he took 
a great deal of exercise. With regard to the 
puncture in the rectum, he had almost forgot 
that it ever had been made, except there 

was mucus in the neck of the bladder, at 

/ ■ . 

which times the stools were contracted in 
size; but at other times they were very well 
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In July he continued in good health, and 
went to a contested election, in which he 
took a warm interest. On his return in the 
evening with some ladies, and no other 
gentleman, the post boys of the two chaises 
being both very drunk, he knocked the boy 
off the box and drove himself. The road was 
'very rough, and the carriage with the 
drunken driver preceded his own, almost on 
a gallop, 30 that he was obliged to drive 
very hard, and was much shaken. In a few 
days an inflammation came on the neck of 
the bladder, and £ swelling in perin&o, for 
which he kept his bed several days. As he 
was from home, and desirous of being there* 
he set off as soon as he was. able, and in ths 
journey caught cold from walking in the 
rain up a steep hill without a great coat* 
He had not been at home a week before toe 
was taken iU, and during that time agaiR 
got wet going over his farm; his complaint; 
was supposed to be a suppression of bil$ 
He- lost 13 ounces of blood, and h»d threq 
emetics, none of which were of service £ * 
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fever, came on every evening. He was four 
days in this state when the fever increased ; 
hejumped up in the bed, complained of his 
back, neck, and throat, became delirious, 
soon after speechless, appeared to be in great 
agony for want of breath, and expired. 

Case IV. 

A gentlemen, 52 years of age, hadstric- 
tures in the urethra for -so years, and about 
15 years ago began the use of bougies; at 
that time one of the smallest size could not 
be passed into the bladder. About five years 
ago, he was, for a period of five months, 
subject to partial suppressions of urine, 

* 

which he used to relieve by taking a pur- 
gative medicine, and, after it had operated, 
passing a small sized bougie down to the 
stricture, and leaving it there till the incli- 
nation to make water came on ; then, upon 
withdrawing the bougie, the water followed 
it. From this period he has made use of no 
bougie, although his stream of urine has 
been gradually decreasing in size;- and 
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latterly he could only pass it in drops. 
These were the only symptoms produced 
by the stricture ; he had generally made 
water twice in the twenty-four hours, and 
enjoyed a good state of health. 

In September 1802, finding his com- 
plaints increase upon him, he consulted a 
surgeon, who advised the use of the armed 
bougie. This was applied on the 24th of 
September (by means of the canula) to a 
stricture at about four inches from the ex- 
ternal orifice ; the immediate application of 
the caustic to the stricture gave him little 
pain, but he suffered much from the pass- 
ing of the canula. He made water as well 
as usual after the application of the caustic, 
and continued well the next day. On the 
26th, at one o'clock in the morning, he 
found himself unable to make water ; he 
took a dose of physic, was fomented, and 
went into the warm bath, without relief* 
On the 27th, at nine o'clock in the morning, 
I was sent for, when I saw him, and 
attempted to pass a catheter, which went 

Cc 
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beyond the stricture at four inches, hat 
could not be introduced into the bladder. 
He was therefore directed to take 20 drops 
of tincture of opium every two hours. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon he had 
taken 120 drops of tincture of opium with- 
out passing any urine, and he complained 
of pain and fullness in the region of the 
bladder; the desire to make water came 
on more frequently than in the morning. 
I therefore determined to puncture the blad- 
der, and performed the operation through 
the rectum, in the same manner as in the 
former cases, and drew off about a quart of 
urine, which instantly relieved him. The 
operation gave no pain. The canula was 
kept in the rectum by two pieces of 
tape passed round each thigh and secured 
in front to a handkerchief fastened rouad 
the body. A cork was put in the canuk, 
to prevent the water from coming away 
spontaneously. 

The cork was taken out of the canula 
three hours after the operation, but no 
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water was evacuated, nor had he Any intima- 
tion to make water ; the pulse was regular, 
and $0 beats in a minute ; he complained of 
thirst, andf of wind in his bowels. On the 
*8th the cork Was three times taken out of 
the eanula,&t different titaes, but no water 
followed, iwr had he the least inclination to 
vefcf any. He had agreat desire to go to stool, 
and said the purgative medicine he took on 
the fiffith had not yet operated. The end of 
the canula was found to have been forced 
about an inch out of the rectum ; a bougie 

« 

was introduced into the canula which could 
not be passed beyond its extremity, and 
when withdrawn was found to be cot&red 
With fasces. The canula was therefore re* 
moved frota the rectum, as it had escaped 
from the bladder ; this was at nine 6'clock 
in the morning, so that the canula did not 
remain in the puncture 19 hours. In a few 
tfiinutes he had a copious evacuation by 
Stool, followed by some blood, but no water 
passed either by the rectum or the urethra, 
patient was informed, that in all 

Cci 
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probability the next time he made water it 
would be by the natural canal ; for, as in his 
particular case, the suppression had taken 
place from a spasmodic affection of the 
stricture next to the bladder, brought on 
by inflammation on that nearest to the 
external orifice, the bladder having been 
relieved by the puncture, and the inflam- 
mation having subsided, there was no rea- 
son why he should not make water better 
than before. At four o'clock in the after- 
noon he had a desire to make water, for the 
first time since the operation, and on stand- 
ing up, the urine flowed from the urethra 
in a fuller stream than it had done for many 
months. He passed about a pint. The first 
time he made water was twenty-six hours 
after the bladder had been punctured, and 
afterwards he voided from two to six ounces 
every hour and a half ; not a drop came by 
the rectum. The first quantity of urine he 
voided was tinged with blood, but the 
subsequent quantities were not so. 
The 29th. Slept tolerably well last 
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night ; made, water by the urethra very 
freely, every two or three hours. Pulse 
regular, and tongue clean. 

30th. When he made water, or mdved sud- 
denly from a horizontal to an erect posture, 
he found some air escape by the urethra. 

gist. Had a stool this mornihg (without 
- any blood in it, as in the former one) in 
consequence of some castor oil that he took, 
when going to bed last night. 

October ist. Made water when he went 
into bed last night at ten o'clock, and did 
not make it again till nine o'clock this 
morning. Complains of a pain in the small 
of his back, more especially when he moves 
about in bed. 

3d. Has passed no air by the urethra 
since the evening before the last. In other 
respects the same. 

As he made water nearly as well as he 
had done for some years, it was not thought 
prudent to do more than occasionally pass 
a bougie ; but when this was attempted about 
a fortnight after the operation, it brought 
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on a violent ague, which lasted altogether 
nearly 12 hours. This circumstance led me to 
advise that nothing should be done tUl the 
symptoms required it, and nothing has since 
occurred to make it necessary. Septem* 
ber 1803, he is in every respect in better 
health than he was before the attack, which 
made it necessary to puncture the biader. 

From the preceding cases we are enabled 
to draw the following conclusions respect- 
ing the operation of puncturing the blad- 
der ; that when the puncture is made above 
the pubis, the canula which incloses- the 
trochar should not be removed till the 
surrounding parts have been consolidated 
by inflammation, so as to prevent the urine, 
in its passage out, from insinuating itself 
into the neighbouring parts, for wherever 
stale urine lodges, mortification takes place.* 

* Where the urine has only been allowed to remain a 
few hours in a healthy bladder, before it escapes into the 
cellular pnenjhrane, no such effect tafce$ place, and the; 
parts through which it passes unite a,nd heal as reatfilj 
as when disturbed by any other cause. 
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Any advantage, therefore, arising from a 
more flexible instrument remaining in the 
bladder, is more than counterbalanced by 
its not filling compleatly the aperture in 
the coats of the bladder, and allowing the 
urine to escape by its side into the cellular 
membrane. 

That wounding the bladder, when in an 
highly inflamed and irritated state, does not 
increase that inflammation ; and that when 
these symptoms are kept up by the over 
.distention of that viscus, they are instantly 
relieved by letting out the water. That a 
contracted state of the bladder, which is a 
common effect of any long continued irrita- 
tion upon its internal membrane, is not only 
not increased by the operation, but is al- 
most immediately relieved. The cause of 
the -irritation is no sooner taken off, and the 
muscular coat allowed to remain in a tran- 
quil state, than its fibres begin to recover 
their relaxing power, and admit of being 
stretched to a much greater ext6nt than 
before the bladder was punctured. 
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The particular part of the bladder 
wounded in this operation was known in 
only one of the foregoing cases, and I am 
now enabled to state that it corresponds very 
nearly with the part wounded in the un- 
fortunate case detailed at page 236 of the 
present volume, in which the puncture was 
made by the same instrument, and in exactly 
the same manner ; this point is therefore 
ascertained with sufficient accuracy for any 

practical purpose. I omitted purposely, in 

1 

the account of the dissection, to state the 
situation of the puncture, as I thought it 
would come more properly into this place. 
In that case the trochar passed obliquely 
upward from the rectum into the bladder ; 
it wounded the gut exactly two inches from 
the verge of the anus, ^nd entered the blad- 
der in the triangular space between the 
prostate gland and the openings of the two 
ureters, \ an inch distant from the gland, 
<l of an inch from the right ureter, and f 
from the left, 



I 
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From these cases it is evident, that the 
time the canula is retained in the rectum is 
of much less, consequence than has been ge- 
nerally imagined ; in some of them it was 
lcept in for several days, and in one less 
than 19 hours. No mischief was found to 
ensue from the pressure of the tube when 
retained, nor did any urine, when the tube 
was early withdrawn, escape into the cel- 
lular membrane ; the time may therefore 
be varied according to the circumstances 
of the case. When the operation is per- 
formed to relieve a patient who labours 
under a spasmodic affection of the urethra, 
as in the last mentioned case, the tube had 
better be immediately withdrawn ; but in 
cases of permanent stricture, where the 
smallest instrument cannot be passed along 
the urethra, it will be prudent to leave in the 
canula forty-eight hours, to make the resist- 
ance to the urine afterwards in passing 
through that orifice as small as possible. 

The advantages of this operation beyond 
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the puncture, above the pubes, or in pe- 
rinaeo, in cases of stricture in the urethra, 
appear to me so very obvious, as to prevent 
my making any further observations on the 
subject 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



*>F THE TREATMENT OF STRICTURES IN THE 

OESOPHAGUS. 

In the former volume I mentioned, that 
the oesophagus was liable to a contraction 
of its internal membrane, similarly to the 
urethra, forming stricture, and that in all 
the cases I had met^with, this disease oc- , 
curred immediately behind the cartilages 
of the larynx. 

A more extensive observation on this 
subject enables me to state, that although 
any part of the oesophagus may be liable to 
similar contractions, there is this one spot 
immediately behind the cricoid cartilage, 
where the fauces may be said to termi- 
nate, and the oesophagus begin, in which 
such a contraction is so often met with, 
that I must consider it as more liable to 
become diseased than the rest of the canal ; 
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and it is to strictures in this particular 
situation that the present observations will 
be wholly confined, for those which are 
nearer the stomach are beyond the reach of 
accurate examination, and therefore cannot 
so readily be relieved by any surgical 
operation. 

This disease consists of a transverse fold 
of the internal membrane filling up in 
different degrees the aperture of the canal, 
and will be more readily understood by an 
. examination of the annexed engraving, than 
any verbal description. To see it delineated 
appeals in some measure necessary, to force 
upon , the mind a belief that the area of 
the oesophagus can be so much dimi- 
nished, while there is so little thickening 
of the surrounding parts, and so very small 
an extent of the tube occupied by the 
disease. 

As it is these fortunate circumstances, and 
its situation, which render the stricture capa- 
ble of being relieved by the use of the bougie, 
either in its simple state, or armed with 
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caustic, it fs necessary that they should be 
clearly understood. 

This part of the oesophagus is liable to 
two other diseases which produce nearly the 
same symptoms, and therefore, when the 
cases are not accurately examined, may be 
mistaken for stricture. 

One of these is a thickening of the coats 
of the oesophagus, which extends to the 
surrounding parts, and in the end gene- 
rally becomes cancerous, or, in other words, 
an incurable disease : the other is an ulcer 
on the lining of the oesophagus : this last 
is commonly a little below the seai of 
stricture, and is upon the posterior part 
which lies on the vertebrae of the neck. Both 
of these produce a difficulty in swallowing, 
and in their early stages are only to be dis- 
tinguished from stricture by an examina- 
tion wit^h the bougie ; when the disease is 
. more advanced, the other symptoms which 
arise sufficiently explain the nature of the 
disease. 

Strictures appear to be a disease belonging 
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to the earlier periods of life, while the other 
two are more commonly met with at ah 
advanced age. 

Passing a bougie in cases of stricture ift 
the oesophagus requires considerable dexte* 
rity, as well as in those of the urethra, and I 
have Found that it is more easily done while 
the tongue is brought forwards out of the 
mouth, than in any other state of the parts. 
I was led to adopt this mode in consequence 
of being consulted by a lady who had had 
a narrow swallow from her infancy, which 
gradually increased upon her, till in an ad- 
vanced period of her life she could hardly 
swallow at all. She lived at a small distance 
from London, and a surgeon in the neigh- 
hourhood, who was consulted, gave her 
relief by passing a bougie. This operation, k 
was -found by experience, was required to 
be performed once a week, and he called 
upon her regularly for that purpose, ft 
happened however unfortunately that she 
went upon a visit, and did not return for 
six months; when she came home the 
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surgeon was unable to pass the bougie; this 
created a great alarm, and her swallowing 
having also become more difficult /she was 
led to believe herself in extreme danger. In 

this state she called upon me. Having heard 

■ _ 

all the circumstances, I considered in what 
way I could bring all these very moveable 
parts into a state as nearly fixed as they ad- 
* mitted of. After several trials, I found 
that by making the patient push out the 
tongue, and employ her whole attention in 
endeavouring to thrust it out still further, 
and bring it more over the chin, I not only 
com plea tly occupied her attention, and pre- 
vented her from counteracting my opera- 
tion, but also brought the orifice of the 
stricture as nearly as possible in a line 
with the middle of the pharynx, so as to be 
readily entered by the bougie ; and in this 
way I succeeded in passing it. She had, im- 
mediately after it was passed a chillness and 
regular paroxysm of fever ; and it wa$ 14 
days before she completely recovered from 
its effects ; her swallowing, however, was, 
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improved. I saw her two or three times at 
the intervals of ten or fourteen days, and 
passed the bougie in the same way. She 
was 59 years of age, and so extremely irri- 
table and emaciated, that I did not venture, 
in a disease which had been allowed to go 
to such great length, to advise the use of the 
caustic, and I heard some months after that 
she had been taken suddenly, with a total 
want of power of swallowing, and died. 

I have ever since, in all cases of stricture 
in the oesophagus, taken these precautions 
in passing the bougie, and have found them 
attended with considerable advantage. For 
although it certainly may be passed Under 
other circumstances, it is an object of no 
small importance not to irritate the parts, 
which are always in an inflamed state ; and 
very frequently a failure in the first attempt 
produces so much disturbance, as to pre- 
clude the smallest probability of success in 
a second trial. 

When a bougie is passed with a view to 
determine the nature of the complaint, and 
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and it passes down to the distance of eight 
inches, measuring from the cutting edge of 
•the front teeth in the upper jaw; the sur- 
geon may be satisfied that it has gone be- 
yond the usual seat of stricture ; and if it is 
brought back without any resistance, he may 
conclude, that the aperture of the oesophagus 
considerably exceeds the size of the bougie 
which had been used. But if 'the bougie 
stops at the distance of 6 and •§- inches, or 
even lower, he is to retain it there with an 
uniform steady pressure for half a minute, 
so as to receive on its point an impression 
of the surface to which it was opposed. If 
the end of the bougie retains its natural 
form, or nearly so, and there is an indenta- 
tion like the mark of a. chord on its side, 
whether all round or only partially, he may 
decide that the disease is a stricture ; but 
if, on the other hand, the bougie passes 
without any difficulty to the distance of 
7§r inches, and When brought back the 
point has an^irregular jagged surface, it is 

V T>4 
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equally clear that the disease is an ulcer on 
the posterior surface of th» oesophagus* . 

Where* strictures of the oesophagus have 
been of long continuance, ulceration takes 
place on the side . of (he stricture next the 
stomach. This. may arise, from different 
causes which are not at present ascertained ; 
among the. number may be the efforts in 
retching, which frequently cotne. on, . and 
must strain those, parts already deprived of 
their natural actions* md of the. benefit of 
the secretions by which they are lubricated 
in a healthy state. When such ulceration 
takes place, the characters of the original 
disease are lost ; and when the ulceration 
has extended upwards, the stricture itself 
is destroyed. A bougie passed under such 
circumstances will, in general, have its point m 
entangled in the ulcer ; /awl when so skii- 

i 

.fully directed, as to go<Jown iiito the oeso- 
phagus, it will meet with a difficulty, while 
it is passing from the ulcerated termination 
of the sound oesophagus and. again wh$re 
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it leaves the uic6r ahd re-enters the Sound 
oesophagus below ; and in its return there 
will i be two parts at whidh a resistance is 
felt. This may mislead the most accurate 
observer, ^nd create & belief in* his mind that 
there are two* strictures, whereai in fact 
there lis aone, fcuti an ulcer of some extent, 
arid j. a power o£ ton traction in the upper 
and- lower extremities of the oesophagus, 
wbefce they *ermi*iatfe in the ulcer. 
v Since the former volume Was published, I 
have had' opportunities of seeing all the ap- 
pearances abpve 4esc?i bed . I have also seen 
aeVera* cases of true stricture in itk early 
Uagfyhefdre ttlcei^tioh had taken placet In 
four instances in which I have, at different 
times, been consulted, the patients were 
ladies of a delicate constitution ; they found 
a difficulty in swallowing before they were 
17 years of age ; this increased upon them, 
and at the age of 40 became extremely dis* 
tressing. These ladies all lived at a distance 
4xati* Ldndon ; and In a disease of so much 

* 

datiget,'hjd\d not think : myself jostled in 

Dds 
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Italcingxharge of the treatment, unless the 
patients: were immediately under my own 
^ye, and was therefore prevented from 
making use of the me^bs for their relief, 

■ 

which I should have otherwise adopted. 
The following cases of this disease are 

4 

the only ones I can add to those already 
published, they having been immediately 
under my own care. Those attended with 
ulceration do not belong to the present en- 
quiry; for whether, in the first instance, they 
were, or were not strictures, is immaterial'. 
The moment, ulceration takes place* thedis* 
ease has gone beyond the reach of the 
modes of treatment which are the subject; 
of the present work. 

V 

Case I. 

CASE OF STRICTURE IN THE (ESOPHAGUfr 
RELIEVED BY THE USE OF THE COMMON 

^ • 

BOUGIE. 

•w * 

- A lady, 19 years of age, found a diffi? 
culty in swallowing, which she could not in 
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any way account for. This gradually in- 
creased till she was unable to swallow solid 
food, and any attempt of that kind brought 
on a considerable degree of irritation ; she 
lost her heal th> became thin, and extremely 
nervous. The medipines that were pre- 
scribed, with a view to restore her general' 
health, did not produce the desired effect, 
and in March 1802 she came to London to 
put herself under my care. At this time 
she was as years of age. On examining the 
oesophagus by a bougie, a stricture was met 
with directly behind the cricoid cartilage, 
which a bougie of the smallest size could 
not pass through. The attempt brought on 
irritation, attended with feverish heat, and 
increased all her nervous affections. A se- 
cond attempt was made two days after, and 
the small bougie passed through, but gave 
a good deal of uneasiness ; the third and 
fourth attempt failed. At this period she 
caught cold, and was much indisposed for 
several day£; I also understood that her 
poind was a good, deal agitated, by some 
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circujrifetataces r<espe<?tifl.gt;:her faquty */ • 1- 
therefore^ advised her . iter, jpetuwl ; tnfio *&£ 
country; iand 1 recover bec;ge»er»fc.he^I^ 
and when in a n&ore favjOuf&^^Stisrtfttorptt^ 
herself again uodetf«myrcard,\> ^j- jj ,. : 

/ On the 10th of July sbejretiwnted totoWR* 
her general health improved,. arid tat-tfKKl 
ateasej but she thought • her , sy allowing 
much wor^e-; her alarm at thetpijfeb^g'.of 

t ' 

a bougie was gone off, and she was eager 
to have it done, i A trial was. made with thfe 

% 

same bougie; and it passed beyond the stric-> 
ture; daring the day her swallowirig.was 
easier, and next day this bougie: passed with 
mo*d<$a«e;i Qn the following day the sjtriof 
tune admit ted i one of a larger size* audi hi 
tfctfe& days the size was again increased; she 
to&Uld swallow solids with eaSe^bothi fish 
and fowl, and daily impajoved-uii hertaokii 
&idehtly 'gaining flesh* i ; - '!•.> L-;t>" f* <;;» *. 
?Ori- the*2oith of Julyihe vrqsrso well that 
Ic fallowed her to go into thepblmiry, and 
requested bto see .her ort the i^tJt of Sept 
t&nhevjS- to . ascertain ijwhetheu, there; was 
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sny disposition in the parts again to 
contract. She returned at that time, and» 
no contraction had taken place ; I advised 
that a bougie should be passed once a week, 

as a matter of precaitfion. 

. * • <■ 

Casr II. 

-A CASE OF STRICTURE IN THE OESOPHAGUS 
RELIEVED BY THE USE OF THE CAUSTIC. 

Sarah Wooden, 27 years of age, a mar^ 
ried woman, six years ago swallowed a 
plumb stone, which stuck in her throat, but 
which»by the effort of retching to vomit, was 
brought up. Froip that time she has had a 
difficulty in swallowing, which for the last 
three years has so much increased, that she 
has been unable to swallow any thing larger 
than a pea, and has subsisted chiefly on 
fluids. Five months ago she lay in of her 
second child, which is still* at the breast; 
iand she thinks herself worse since that time. 
June 27, 1803, 1 first saw her. I passed a 
small T>ougie # which Went down beyond 



408 OF THE TREATMENT OF 

the stricture which was behind the cricoid 
Cartilage; this was attended with uneasiness. 
29th, a bougie a size larger was attempted 
to be passed, but stopped at the stricture. 
July 1st, a bougie armed with caustic was 
made use of ; while applied it gave a burn- 
ing pain, which lasted a few minutes and" 
then went off. Next day her swallowing 
Was improved. On the 6[th the application 
of the caustic was repeated, and left pain 
and heat in the throat for several hours. 
On the 6th her throat continued so sore that 
nothing was done. w On the 11th a large urn 
arpned bougie was passed with ease, and her 
swallowing was much improved. The corn- 
toon bougie was passed every other day, and 
on the 30th the pain had entirely gone off, 
and her swallowing was so free that she went 
into the. country. She was desired td let 
the surgeon she employed pass the bougie 
once a week , for some time to prevent a 
return of the contraction. 
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Case IIL 

i 

CASE OF STRICTURE IN THE OESOPHAGUS 
RELIEVED BY THE USE OF THE CAUSTIC, 

A gentleman, 54 years of age, consulted 
me in June 1803, on account of a difficulty 
in swallowing. He said that two years before 
he had had an attack of spasm, in the sto- 
mach, which lasted for ten minutes, and left 
him extremely languid. In the four follow-^ 
ing days he had two similar attacks, and at 
the end of three months a fourth attack. Ever 
since he has been in what is called a nervous 
state, his throat being also dry and uncom- 
fortable. In the beginning of April last he 
found an unusual difficulty in swallowing/ 
which gradually increased till the time at 
which I was consulted. He then could not 
swallow solids, and with difficulty got down 
bread boiled in milk. On the 3d of June I 
passed a small bougie, which was stopped 
by a stricture: immediately behind the 
cricoid cartilage. < To this obstruction I , 
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applied the armed bougie ; the pain was not 
severe, and soon w?pt off. jThe application 
was repeated seven or eight tiniQS, at inter- 
vals of one or two days, without producing 
great uneasiness, and his swallowing was 
so much improved that he readily got down 
solid food, and a common bougie passed 
with tolerable ease. 

• In this estate the parts were left to them- ' 
selves.- > 
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A CASE' OF STRICTURE IN THE CES0P HAGUS 
' RfiElEVEfe BY THE USE OF THE CAUSTIC. 



■** *. 



A lady, ^4 years of age, had a stricture, 
in the oesophagus for several years, wa* 
particularly susceptible of cold, and when 
exposed to a dtftft elf air her swallowing 
was- tfehdefgd more difficult, and spasmodic 
dffe^nfittadktpiac^, atth^se times, she lost 
JtetfVetee. .-•.(a: ,oi-ij'.:-.. , 'iij;::-:; r. l .- .-. 

In >the year d$&> she consulted, me;- and 
alt tfcat'tltoe\*a*^ly^ble ttrewdtowfluidw 
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I proposed the use of the caustic, which was 

readily assented to. The first application gave 

a good deal of pain, but it was riot of long 

continuance, and the swallowing was not 

at all impeded by its effect. It was repeated 

after an interval of one day, and she thought 

she swallowed better rafter the second apw 

plication ; this encouraged me to proceed^ 

and after the fourth application she had less 

irritation, and could swallow solids. The. 

fifth application brought on a good deal of; 

inflammation, so as to deprive her of her 

voice for two days;, when this subsided she 

found herself much improved iq her general 

health, and able to swallow so # well that! 

thought it prudent not to do more atthafc 

time, but proposed, should the sympt&nff 

recur, to resume the use of the caustic. 

-I have had ftp opportunity of hearing 

frequently of this lady since that time, dftdf 

for three years she has £ontmu4d e^waBy 

well as when she left town. *j. 



* • ■ ■■■? j 
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CaseV. 

4 case of stricture in the (esophagus, 
which terminated fatally. 

William Taylor, 54 years of age, a 
farmer's labourer, was admitted into St. 
George's Hospital Aug. 8th 1801, on ac- 
count of a stricture in the oesophagus. He 
gave the following history of his com* 
plaints : 15 months before, he was seized 
with a cold, which brought on a difficulty 
of swallowing; this gradually increased. 
About the April following he thought him- 
self considerably better,and becoming much 
stronger ; he was then attacked by a second 
cold, and from that time the difficulty of 
swallowing became much increased. His 
symptoms were a smarting pain Upon swal- 
lowing any cold liquid, even water, and 
inability to swallow solids. For the last 
year he could take no nourishment thicker 
than panada. An unarmed bougie, when 
passed down to the stricture, gave no 
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uneasiness. On the 10th the caustic wai 
applied ; it produced a heating pain in the 
throat during the whole of the afternoon ; 
on the next day he swallowed better. On 
the 13th the caustic was repeated ; the sen* 
sation of heat lasted till next morning, and 
he had hiccup during the night On the 
15th the caustic was applied ; he found 
himself next day much better. 17th, it was 
repeated; the pain in the throat greater, and 
the swallowing more difficult, The caustic 
was repeated every other day during this 
month, and part of September, after which 
there were frequent interruptions from his 
catching cold, which always affected his 
swallowing. In December his health was 
evidently impaired,, and his swallowing 
worse. Under these circumstances I advised 
his leaving the hospital for a little time to 
recover his health. He accordingly went 
out, but in a few days he was brought 
back in a state of great distress, unable to 
swallow any liquids, and in five day? died. 
He did not mention what had deprived 
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him of the power of swallowing ; but ort 
*h* examination of the parts after death, it 
was found that he had swallowed Some stidt*, 
which it was foolishly, supposed from their 
weight would fiprce their way through thfe . 
stricture into the stomach. A stricture was 
tiiet with in the situation aJr^dy described, 
and the leaden , shot had fallen ' into the. 
«rifide,so;as to fill up thewholeof'itsa^- 
k&te. From' the appearance: o£ the parte' a 
tyery few applications of the caustic wbtild 
ftavgjnade the passage sufficicfritly epeh-f 6 
telifeve him very' Materially; aktfcefe^was 
nd diseased state of the surrounding parts, 
only a degree of fullness, the natural effect 
t*f the irritation produced by the stricture. 
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A CASE OF STRICTURE IN THE (ESOPHAGUS 
WHICH TERMINATED FATALLY, 



1 A lady, 46 years of age, > had from het 
earliest remembrance had a narrow swallow, 
but for the last two years had perceived it 
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io.be gradually gettirig wor$e„ till she una? 
unable, to ; swallow . any ' thing but liquids 

without daogief ofb^mg choaktd ; dcca* 
tonally ahft jeou 14 take .^5 pine bread soaked 
in tea.. In the night, after sleeping some 
tinae*$he awoke with a sense of suffocation* 
and it w«s a» hour/ before, she recovered. 
At these times she lost hen (voice till : she 
swallowed. Some water. . She broughtTup at 
all times a great deal of nwlcus* par ticularJy 
after speaking, but still more so after taking 
food, and she thought porter increased, the 
quantity of mucus, more than any thing 
else. ' . . .: 

Under these circumstances I saw her* in 
January 1798, She was of a spare habit of 
bpdy, very readily agitated, and her voice 
was below the usual pitch, like a person 
speaking below his breath, but loud enough 
to be perfectly distinct. I examined the 
oesophagus by a common bougie, and after* 
wards applied the caustic ; it gave little 
pain, and brought on no irritation. She jtook 
a little iqe crean* after it, which cooled the 
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parts and relieved them. The caustic wafc? 
applied every other day for near three 
weeks. Her swallowing and voice wtere evi- 
dently improving, when one morning* before 
getting up* she had one of the attacks 
threatening suffocation, which was so violent 
as to induce me to bleed her and apply a 
blister to her breast; a degree of fever came 
on which lasted two or three days. After 
the caustic had been applied 35 times, she 
began to .find that she could take nourish- 
ment with more ease, and in greater quan- 
tity ; her voice was also better. £>n the aoth of 
April she had a violent return of the attack of 
suffocation ; it was brought on by catching a 
severe cold, and /did not go off. Her nights 
were very restless, and I wished ,her to 
change the air by going out of town ; this » 
she declined doing, and on the following 
night another fit of suffocation came on 
which terminated in her death. 
- On examining the parts after death, the 
oesophagus anCtrachea were, with respect to 
external appearance, in a natural state. 
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The mucous glands at the root ef the 
tongue and fauces were uncommonly torgfe. 

The oesophagus immediately behind; the 
cricoid cartilage was contracted, forming 
a stricture; this was unattended .witfe 
thickening, and consisted of a fold of t;he 
internal membrane only. The orifice throagh 
which the nourishment passed was only 
large enough to admit the blunt end pf a 
probe, and the black tinge from the use of 
the caustic was evident upon its edges, shew- 
ing the application had affected that part 
atid was enlarging it. v . * 

Between the stricture and the glottis the 
internal membrane of the oesophagus was 
thickened, but below the stricture the 
appearance was natural. 

The right lung was in a diseased state* 
throughout its whole substance, and adhered 
universally to the chest. 

The symptoms of suffocation, during the 
time she was under the treatment of the 
armed bougie, arose partly from, th$ 

Ee 
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irritation it produced, but in a still greater 
degree from the diseased state of the lungs. 

The annexed plate of stricture in the 
oesophagus gives an exact representation of 
the appearance the parts had in this case 
after death. 

It may not be improper, in a practical 
work of this kind, to mention that the rec- 
tum is liable to the same kind of stricture 
as the oesophagus, and in some instances is 
capable of being relieved by the same mode 
of treatment. The following very uncom- 
mon instance of this kind came within my 
own observation. 

, CASJS OF STRICTURE IN THE RECTUM. 

A lady, 28 years of age, had difficulty in 
going to stool from a very early period of 
her life, and the faeces, when they had any 
consistence, passed in a very small form. 
This difficulty increased as she grew up, 
till at last it required a considerable effort 
to expel the excrement, and when at all 
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costive, it brought on tenesmus and haemor- 
rhage. During the last three years she was 
so much affected by this complaint as to be 
frequently attacked by nervous affections 
and loss of appetite. 

A bougie had been employed with a view 
of dilating the parts, but brought on so 
touch irritation as to require its being left 
off. At this time I was consulted. 

On the 26th of July 1800, I examined 
the parts, and found that about s£ inches 
from the sphincter muscle there was a stric- 
ture in the rectum, which was just large 
enough to receive the extreme point of the 
forefinger. When the bougie had been 
passed beyond it, and retained there a few 
minutes, a mark was impressed upon* it, 
but only on that side next the sacrum. 
With this information, I armed a bougie 
adapted to the aperture, which could only 
apply the caustic to the posterior side. The 
pain it produced was severe, and lasted 24 
hours. It was followed by haemorrhage to the 
amount of several ounces ; and every time 



she vfen« to sfbol f6r the foar following? 
days thete was an appearance of blood. 

r' 

** On the 30th she was so mueh recovered 
that shew*ntto the play. On the gist the 
caustic was again applied; flO bleeding en* 
sttfrf, ahd the eau&ic was repeated twice 
after ah interval of two. days eadfr time* 
and she had a motion regularly every 
day ; this treatment relieved her vejry 
much from the symptoms she had laboured 
under. At this time unfortunately she 
swallowed a prune stone, which at first 
produced no inconvenience, as on the 2d 
day she had a natural motion ; but on th£ 
3d no passage could be procured, and so 
completely had the stone closed up the aper- 
ture of the stricture that nothing for several 
days could pass. Under these circumstances 
I examined the parts, and found the aper- 
ture of the stricture larger than before jhe 
caustic had been used. I passed up a silver 
instrument shaped at the end like a common 
bougie ; this shape wa^ however continued 
only for half an inch, when it suddenly 
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became no larger than a strong wire, so that 
it formed a species of hook covered by 
a rounded button. I was however unable 
to lay hold of the stone ; but a clyster of 
warm water was thrown up, which brought 
on great straining, in which state, from the 
instructions she had received, she introduced 
the instrument,and brought away the stone. 
She was so much relieved as to decline 
' any farther surgical assistance, and I have 
had no opportunity since that time of hearing 
any additional particulars of her case. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 



The Plate represents an internal view of the 
fauces and oesophagus. They are exposed 
by slitting them up from behind where they 
lie upon the spine, and turning the cut 
edges aside, so that the oesophagus remains 
attached to the cartilages of the larynx, 
' thyroid gland, and trachea, by which means 
its relative situation is preserved. The 
upper part of the Plate shows a portion of 
the velum pendulum palati, and the uvula, 
supported, so as to let the light pass through 
between them and the upper surface of the 
tongue, a small portion of which is exposed. 

The velum pendulum and uvula have a 
tumid appearance, and the glands at the 
root of the tongue are unusually large. 

Immediately below the tongue is the, 
epiglottis, on each side of which one of the 
tonsils is seen; the left is most exposed. 
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Directly under the epiglottis is the glottis ; 
the membrane covering the arytenoid 
cartilages is much thickened. The fauces 
at this part have an infundibular form ; the 
smallest part of the funnel is directly behind 
the cricoid cartilage, and it is at this part 
the stricture has taken place, forming a 
membranous partition across the canal, ex- 
cept at one part to the left side, where there 
is a narrow passage through it. 

The circumstances deserving of notice, 
as they respect the mode of treating the 
disease, are the small degree of thickening 
of the coats of the oesophagus surrounding 
the stricture, and the healthy state of the 
internal membrane immediately beyond it. 

In the oesophagus of a young person in 
health there is a contraction at this part, 
which I believe has not been generally 
noticed ; it is to be distinctly seen in a spe- 
cimen preserved in the Hunterian Museum, 
which is so prepared as to shew all these 
parts in their natural state. 



£&4 EXPLANATION OF THE PIRATE. 

On each side of the oesophagus in the 
Plate a portion of the thyroid gland is 
seen* and at the lower part one of the 
cartilaginous jrings of the trachea is 
exposed. 
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